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TILDEN  FOUNOAXiONS 
«  1981  L 

To  the  Senate: 

In  response  to  Senate  resolution  of  Decem.ber  6  addrest  to  me,  and  to 
the  two  Senate  resolutions  addrest  to  him,  the  Secretarj-  of  War  has,  by 
my  direction,  submitted  to  me  a  report  which  I  herewith  send  to  the 
Senate,  together  with  several  documents,  including  a  letter  of  General 
Nettleton  and  memoranda  as  to  precedents  for  the  summary  discharge  or 
mustering  out  of  regiments  or  companies,  some  or  all  of  the  members  of 
wdiich  had  been  guilty  of  misconduct. 

I  ordered  the  discharge  of  nearh^  all  the  members  of  Companies  B,  C, 
and  D  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Infantry  by  name,  in  the  exercise  of  my  con- 
stitutional power  and  in  pursuance  of  what,  after  full  consideration,  I 
found  to  be  my  constitutional  duty  as  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  United 
States  Army.  I  am  glad  to  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  afforded  by 
these  resolutions  to  lay  before  the  Congress  the  following  facts  as  to  the 
murderous  conduct  of  certain  members  of  the  companies  in  question  and 
as  to  the  con.spiracy  by  which  many  of  the  other  members  of  these  com- 
panies saved  the  criminals  from  justice,  to  the  disgrace  of  the  United 
States  uniform. 

I  call  your  attention  to  the  accompanying  reports  of  Maj.  Augustus 
P.  Blocksom,  of  Lieut.  Col.  Leonard  A.  Covering,  and  of  Brig.  Gen. 
Ernest  A.  Garlingtou,  the  Inspector-General  of  the  United  States  Army, 
of  their  investigation  into  the  conduct  of  the  troops  in  question.  An 
effort  has  been  made  to  discredit  the  fairness  of  the  investigation  into 
the  conduct  of  these  colored  troops  by  pointing  out  that  General  Gar- 
lingtou is  a  Southerner.  Precisely  the  same  action  would  have  been 
taken  had  the  troops  been  white — indeed,  the  discharge  would  probably 
have  been  made  in  more  summary  fashion.  General  Garlingtou  is  a  native 
of  South  Carolina;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lovering  is  a  native  of  New 
Hampshire;  Major  Blocksom  is  a  native  of  Ohio.  As  it  happens,  the  dis- 
closure of  the  guilt  of  the  troops  was  made  in  the  report  of  the  officer 
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who  comes  from  Ohio,  and  the  efforts  of  the  officer  who  comes  from 
South  CaroHna  were  confined  to  the  endeavor  to  shield  the  innocent  men 
of  the  companies  in  question,  if  an}'  such  there  were,  by  securing  infor- 
mation which  would  enable  us  adequately  to  punish  the  guilty.  But  I 
wish  it  distinctly  understood  that  the  fact  of  the  birthplace  of  either 
officer  is  one  which  I  absolutely  refuse  to  consider.  The  standard  of  profes- 
sional honor  and  of  loyalty  to  the  flag  and  the  service  is  the  same  for  all 
officers  and  all  enlisted  men  of  the  United  States  Army,  and  I  resent 
with  the  keenest  indignation  any  effort  to  draw  anj'  line  among  them 
based  upon  birthplace,  creed,  or  any  other  consideration  of  the  kind.  I 
should  put  the  same  entire  faith  in  these  reports  if  it  had  happened  that 
they  were  all  made  b}'  men  coming  from  some  one  State,  whether  in  the 
South  or  the  North,  the  East  or  the  West,  as  I  now  do,  when,  as  it 
happens,  they  were  made  by  officers  born  in  different  States. 

Major  Blocksom's  report  is  most  careful,  is  based  upon  the  testimon}- 
of  scores  of  eyewitnesses — testimony  which  conflicted  onl}-  in  nonessen- 
tials and  which  established  the  essential  facts  beyond  chance  of  success- 
ful contradiction.  Not  onlj'  has  no  successful  effort  been  made  to 
traverse  his  findings  in  any  essential  particular,  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
every  trustworthy  report  from  outsiders  amply  corroborates  them,  by 
far  the  best  of  these  outside  reports  being  that  of  Gen.  A.  B.  Nettleton, 
made  in  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  I  herewith  append; 
General  Nettleton  being  an  ex-Union  soldier,  a  consi.stent  friend  of  the 
colored  man  thruout  his  life,  a  lifelong  Republican,  a  citizen  of  Illinois, 
and   A.ssistant  Secretary  of   the  Treasury    under   President    Harrison. 

It  appears  that  in  Brownsville,  the  city  immediately  beside  which 
Fort  Brown  is  situated,  there  had  been  considerable  feeling  between  the 
citizens  and  the  colored  troops  of  the  garrison  companies.  Difficulties 
had  occurred,  there  being  a  conflict  of  evidence  as  to  whether  the  citi- 
zens or  the  colored  troops  were  to  blame.  My  impression  is  that,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  in  these  difficulties  there  was  blame  attached  to  i^oth 
sides;  but  this  is  a  wholly  unimportant  matter  for  our  present  purpose, 
as  nothing  that  occurred  offered  in  any  shape  or  way  an  excuse  or  justi- 
fication for  the  atrocious  conduct  of  the  troops  when,  in  lawless  and 
murderous  spirit,  and  under  cover  of  the  night,  they  made  their  attack 
upon  the  citizens. 

The  attack  was  made  near  midnight  on  August  13.  The  following 
facts  as  to  this  attack  are  made  clear  by  Major  Blocksom's  investigation 
and  have  not  been,  and,  in  my  judgment,  can  not  be,  successfully  con- 
troverted From  9  to  15  or  20  of  the  colored  .soldiers  took  part  in  the 
attack.  They  leapt  over  the  walls  from  the  barracks  and  hurried  thru 
the  town.  They  shot  at  whomever  they  saw  moving,  and  they  shot  into 
houses  where  they  .saw  lights.  In  .some  of  these  houses  there  were 
women  and  children,  as  the  would-be  murderers  must  have  known.  In 
one  house  in  which  there  were  two  women  and  five  children  some  ten 


shots  went  thru  at  a  height  of  about  4J/2  feet  above  the  floor,  one 
putting  out  the  lamp  upon  the  table.  The  lieutenant  of  police  of  the 
town  heard  the  firing  and  rode  toward  it.  He  met  the  raiders,  who,  as 
he  stated,  were  about  15  colored  soldiers.  They  instanth'  started  firing 
upon  him.  He  turned  and  rode  off,  and  the)^  continued  firing  upon  him 
until  they  had  killed  his  horse.  The}^  shot  him  in  the  right  arm  (it 
was  afterwards  amputated  above  the  elbow).  A  number  of  shots  were 
also  fired  at  tw'o  other  policemen.  The  raiders  fired  several  times  into  a 
hotel,  some  of  the  shots  being  aimed  at  a  guest  sitting  by  a  window. 
They  shot  into  a  saloon,  killing  the  bartender  and  wounding  another 
man.  At  the  same  time  other  raiders  fired  into  another  house  in  which 
women  and  children  were  sleeping,  two  of  the  shots  going  thru  the  mos- 
quito bar  over  the  bed  in  which  the  mistress  of  the  house  and  her  two 
children  were  lying.  Several  other  houses  were  struck  by  bullets.  It 
was  at  night,  and  the  streets  of  the  town  are  poorly  lighted,  so  that 
none  of  the  individual  raiders  were  recognized;  but  the  evidence  of 
man}-  witnesses  of  all  classes  was  conclusive  to  the  effect  that  the  raid- 
ers were  negro  soldiers.  The  shattered  bullets,  shells,  and  clips  of  the 
Government  rifles,  which  w'ere  found  on  the  ground,  are  merely  corrobo- 
rative. So  are  the  bullet  holes  in  the  houses;  some  of  which  it  appears 
must,  from  the  direction,  have  been  fired  from  the  fort  just  at  the  moment 
when  the  soldiers  left  it.  Not  a  bullet  hole  appears  in  any  of  the  struc- 
tures of  the  fort. 

The  townspeople  were  completely  surprized  by  the  unprovoked  and 
murderous  savagery  of  the  attack.  The  soldiers  were  the  aggressors  from 
start  to  finish.  They  met  with  no  substantial  resistance,  and  one  and 
all  who  took  part  in  that  raid  stand  as  deliberate  murderers,  who  did  mur- 
der one  man,  who  tried  to  murder  others,  and  who  tried  to  murder  women 
and  children.  The  act  was  one  of  horrible  atrocity,  and  so  far  as  I  am 
aware,  unparalleled  for  infamy  in  the  annals  of  the  United  States  Army. 

The  white  officers  of  the  companies  were  completely  taken  by  sur- 
prize, and  at  first  evidently  believed  that  the  firing  meant  that  the  towns- 
people were  attacking  the  soldiers.  It  was  not  until  2  or  3  o'clock 
in  the  morning  that  any  of  them  became  aware  of  the  truth.  I  have 
directed  a  careful  investigation  into  the  conduct  of  the  officers,  to  see  if 
any  of  them  were  blameworthy,  and  I  have  approved  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  War  Department  that  two  be  brought  before  a  court-martial. 

As  to  the  noncommissioned  officers  and  enlisted  men,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  whatever  that  many  were  necessarily  privy,  after  if  not  before 
the  attack,  to  the  conduct  of  those  who  took  actual  part  in  this  murderous 
riot.  I  refer  to  Major  Blocksom's  report  for  proof  of  the  fact  that 
certainly  some  and  probably  all  of  the  nonconnnissioned  officers  in 
charge  of  quarters  who  were  responsible  for  the  gun-racks  and  had  keys 
thereto  in  their  personal  possession  knew  what  rnen  were  engaged  in  the 
attack. 
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Major  Penrose,  in  command  of  the  post,  in  his  letter  (inchided  in  the 
Appendix)  gives  the  reasons  why  he  was  reluctantly  convinced  that 
some  of  the  men  under  him — as  he  thinks,  from  7  to  10 — got  their  rifles, 
slipt  out  of  quarters  to  do  the  shooting,  and  returned  to  the  barracks 
without  being  discovered,  the  shooting  all  occurring  within  two  and  a 
half  short  blocks  of  the  barracks.  It  was  possible  for  the  raiders  to  go 
from  the  fort  to  the  farthest  point  of  firing  and  return  in  less  than  ten 
minutes,  for  the  distance  did  not  exceed  350  yards. 

Such  are  the  facts  of  this  case.  General  Nettleton,  in  his  letter  here- 
with appended,  states  that  next  door  to  where  he  is  writing  in  Browns- 
ville is  a  small  cottage  where  a  children's  party  had  ju.st  broken  up 
before  the  house  was  riddled  by  United  States  bullets,  fired  by  United 
States  troops,  from  United  States  Springfield  rifles,  at  close  range,  with 
the  purpo.se  of  killing  or  maiming  the  inmates,  including  the  parents  , 
and  children  who  were  still  in  the  Vv-ell-lighted  house,  and  who.se  escape 
from  death  under  such  circumstances  was  astonishing.  He  states  that 
on  another  street  he  daily  looks  upon  fresh  bullet  scars  where  a  volley 
from  similar  Government  rifles  was  fired  into  the  side  ahd  widows  of  a 
hotel  occupied  at  the  time  bj^  sleeping  or  frightened  guests  from  abroad 
who  could  not  possibly  have  given  any  offense  to  the  assailants.  He 
writes  that  the  chief  of  the  Brownsville  police  is  again  on  duty  from  hos- 
pital, and  carries  an  empty  sleeve  because  he  was  shot  by  F'ederal  sol- 
diers from  the  adjacent  garri.son  in  the  course  of  their  murderous  fora}'; 
and  not  far  away  is  the  fresh  grave  of  an  unoffending  citizen  of  the  place, 
a  boy  in  years,  who  was  wantonly  shot  down  by  these  United  States  .sol- 
diers while. unarmed  and  attempting  to  escape. 

The  eft'ort  to  confute  this  testimony  so  far  has  consisted  in  the  asser- 
tion or  iniplication  that  the  townspeople  shot  one  another  in  order  to 
di.scredit  the  .soldiers — an  absurdity  too  gro.ss  to  need  discussion,  and 
unsupported  by  a  shred  of  evidence.  There  is  no  question  as  to  the 
murder  and  the  attempted  murders;  there  is  no  question  that  some  of 
the  soldiers  were  guilt)^  thereof;  there  is  no  question  that  manj'  of  their 
comrades  privy  to  the  deed  have  combined  to  shelter  the  criminals  from 
justice.  The.se  comrades  of  the  murderers,  by  their  own  action,  have 
rendered  it  necessary  either  to  leave  all  the  men,  including  the  murder- 
ers, in  the  Arraj-,  or  to  turn  them  all  out;  and  under  such  circum.stances 
there  was  no  alternative,  for  the  usefulness  of  the  Army  would  be  at  an 
end  were  we  to  permit  such  an  outrage  to  be  committed  with  impunity. 

In  short,  the  evidence  proves  conclusively  that  a  number  of  the  sol- 
diers engaged  in  a  deliberate  and  concerted  attack,  as  cold  blooded  as  it 
was  cowardly;  the  purpose  being  to  terrorize  the  community,  and  to  ^-■"     , 
or  injure  men,  women,  and  children  in  their  homes  and  beds  or  o  n 

streets,  and  this  at  an  hour  of  the  night  when  concerted  or  e 
resistance  or  defense  was  out  of  the  question,  and  when  detei 
identification  of  the  criminals  in  the  United  States  uniform  was  w- 
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impossible.  So  much  for  the  original  crime.  A  blacker  never  stained 
the  annals  of  our  Arm}-.  It  has  been  supplemented  by  another,  only 
less  black,  in  the  shape  of  a  successful  conspiracy  of  silence  for  th  purpose 
of  shielding  those  who  took  part  in  the  original  conspiracy  of  murder. 
These  soldiers  were  not  school  boys  on  a  frolic.  They  were  full-grown 
men,  in  the  uniform  of  the  United  States  Army,  armed  with  deadly 
weapons,  sworn  to  uphold  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  under 
every  obligation  of  oath  and  honor  not  merely  to  refrain  from  crimi- 
nality, but  with  the  sturdiest  rigor  to  hunt  down  criminality;  and  the 
crime  they  committed  or  connived  at  was  murder.  They  perverted 
the  power  put  into  their  hands  to  sustain  the  law  into  the  most  deadly 
violation  of  the  law.  The  noncommissioned  officers  are  primarily 
responsible  for  the  discipline  and  good  conduct  of  the  men ;  they  are 
appointed  to  their  positions  for  the  very  purpose  of  preserving  this 
discipHne  and  good  conduct,  and  of  detecting  and  securing  the  punish- 
ment of  every  enlisted  man  who  does  what  is  wrong.  They  fill,  with 
reference  to  the  discipline,  a  part  that  the  commissioned  officers  are  of 
course  unable  to  fill,  altho  the  ultimate  responsibility  for  the  discipline 
can  never  be  shifted  from  the  shoulders  of  the  latter.  Under  any  ordi- 
nary circumstances  the  first  duty  of  the  noncommissioned  officers,  as  of 
the  commissioned  officers,  is  to  train  the  private  in  the  ranks  so  that 
he  may  be  an  efficient  fighting  man  against  a  foreign  foe.  But  there 
is  an  even  higher  duty,  so  obvious  that  it  is  not  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances necessary  so  much  as  to  allude  to  it — the  duty  of  training  the 
soldier  so  that  he  shall  be  a  protection  and  not  a  menace  to  his  peace- 
ful fellow-citizens,  and  above  all  to  the  women  and  children  of  the  na- 
tion. Unless  this  duty  is  well  performed,  the  Army  becomes  a  mere  dan- 
gerous mob;  and  if  conduct  such  as  that  of  the  murderers  in  question  is 
not,  where  po.ssible,  punished,  and,  where  this  is  not  possible,  unless 
the  chance  of  its  repetition  is  guarded  against  in  the  most  thorogoing 
fashion,  it  would  be  better  that  the  entire  Army  should  be  disbanded. 
It  is  vital  for  the  Army  to  be  imbued  with  the  spirit  which  will  make 
every  man  in  it,  and  above  all,  the  officers  and  noncommissioned  officers, 
feel  it  a  matter  of  highest  obligation  to  discover  and  punish,  and  not  to 
shield,  the  criminal  in  uniform. 

Yet  some  of  the  noncommissioned  officers  and  many  of  the  men  of 
the  three  companies  in  question  have  banded  together  in  a  conspiracy  to 
protect  the  assassins  and  would-be  assassins  who  have  disgraced  their 
uniform  by  the  conduct  above  related.  Many  of  these  noncommis- 
sioned officers  and  men  must  have  known,  and  all  of  them  may  have 
known,  circumstances  which  would  have  led  to  the  conviction  of  those 
engaged  in  the  murderous  assault.  They  have  stolidly  and  as  one 
man  broken  their  oaths  of  enlistment  and  refused  to  help  discover  the 
criminals. 
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By  my  direction  every  effort  was  made  to  persuade  those  innocent  of 
murder  among  them  to  separate  themselves  from  the  guilty  by  helping 
bring  the  criminals  to  justice.  They  were  warned  that  if  they  did  not 
take  advantage  of  the  offer  they  would  all  be  discharged  from  the  service 
and  forbidden  again  to  enter  the  employ  of  the  Government.  They 
refused  to  profit  by  the  warning.  I  accordingly  had  them  discharged. 
If  any  organization  of  troops  in  the  service,  white  or  black,  is  guilty  of 
similar  conduct  in  the  future  I  shall  follow  precisely  the  same  course. 
Under  no .  circumstances  will  I  consent  to  keep  in  the  service  bodies  of 
men  whom  the  circumstances  show  to  be  a  menace  to  the  country.  Inci- 
dentally I  may  add  that  the  soldiers  of  longest  service  and  highest  posi- 
tion who  suffered  because  of  the  order,  so  far  from  being  those  who 
deserve  most  sympathy,  deserve  least,  for  they  are  the  very  men  upon 
whom  we  should  be  able  especially  to  rely  to  prevent  mutiny  and  murder. 

People  have  spoken  as  if  this  discharge  from  the  service  was  a  pun- 
ishment. I  deny  emphatically  that  such  is  the  case,  because  as  punish- 
ment it  is  utterly  inadequate.  The  punishment  meet  for  mutineers  and 
murderers  such  as  those  guilty  of  the  Brownsville  assault  is  death;  and 
a  punishment  only  less  severe  ought  to  he  meted  out  to  those  who  have 
aided  and  abetted  mutiny  and  murder  and  treason  by  refusing  to  help  in 
their  detection.  I  would  that  it  were  possible  for  me  to  have  punished 
the  guilty  men.     I  regret  most  keenly  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  do  so. 

Be  it  remembered  always  that  these  men  were  all  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  under  contracts  of  enhstment,  which  by  their  terms  and 
by  statute  were  terminable  by  my  direction  as  Commander  in  Chief  of 
the  Army.  It  was  my  clear  duty  to  terminate  those  contracts  when  the 
public  interest  demanded  it;  and  it  would  have  been  a  betrayal  of  the 
public  interest  on  my  part  not  to  terminate  the  contracts  which  were 
keeping  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  a  body  of  mutineers  and 
murderers. 

Any  assertion  that  these  men  were  dealt  with  harshh*  because  they 
were  colored  men  is  utterly  without  foundation.  Officers  or  enlisted 
men,  white  men  or  colored  men,  who  were  guilty  of  such  conduct, 
would  have  been  treated  in  precisely  the  same  way;  for  there  can  be 
nothing  more  important  than  for  the  United  States  Army,  in  all  its 
membership,  to  understand  that  its  arms  can  not  be  turned  with 
impunity  against  the  peace  and  order  of  the  civil  community. 

There  are  plenty  of  precedents  for  the  action  taken.  I  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  memoranda  herewith  submitted  from  the  Military  Secretary's 
ofl&ce  of  the  War  Department,  and  a  memorandum  from  the  Military 
Secretary  enclosing  a  piece  by  ex-Corporal  Hesse,  now  chief  of  division 
in  the  Military  Secretary's  office,  together  with  a  letter  from  District 
Attorney  James  Wilkinson,  of  New  Orleans.  The  district  attorney's 
letter  recites  .several  cases  in  which  white  United  States  soldiers,  being 
arrested   for  crime,  were  tried,  and  every  soldier  and  employee  of  the 
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regiment,  or  in  the  fort  "at  which'^the  soldier  was  stationed,  volunteered 
all  they  knew,  both  before  and  at  the  trial,  so  as  to  secure  justice. 
In  one  case  the  soldier  was  acquitted.  In  another  case  the  soldier 
was  convicted  of  murder,  the  conviction  resulting  from  the  fact  that 
every  soldier,  from  the  commanding  officer  to  the  humblest  private, 
united  in  securing  all  the  evidence  in  their  power  about  the  crime.  In 
other  cases,  for  less  offense,  soldiers  were  convicted  purely  because  their 
comrades  in  arms,  in  a  spirit  of  fine  loyalty  to  the  honor  of  the  service, 
at  once  told  the  whole  story  of  the  troubles  and  declined  to  identify 
themselves  with  the  criminals. 

During  the  civil  war  numerous  precedents  for  the  action  taken  by  me 
occurred  in  the  shape  of  the  summary  discharge  of  regiments  or  com- 
panies because  of  misconduct  on  the  part  of  some  or  all  of  their  mem- 
bers. The  Sixtieth  Ohio  was  summarily  discharged,  on  the  ground  that 
the  regiment  was  disorganized,  mutinous,  and  worthless.  .  The  Eleventh 
New  York  was  discharged  by  reason  of  general  demoralization  and 
numerous  desertions.  Three  companies  of  the  Fifth  Missouri  Cavalry 
and  one  company  of  the  Fourth  Missouri  Cavalry  were  mustered  out  of 
the  .service  of  the  United  States  without  trial  by  court-martial  by  reason 
of  mutinous  conduct  and  disaffection  of  the  majority  of  the  members  of 
these  companies  (an  almost  exact  parallel  to  my  action).  Another  Mis- 
souri regiment  was  mustered  out  of  service  because  it  was  in  a  state 
bordering  closely  on  mutiny.  Other  examples,  including  New  Jer-se}', 
Maryland,  sind  other  organizations,  are  given  in  the  inclosed  papers. 

I  call  your  particular  attention  to  the  .special  field  order  of  Brig.  Gen. 
U.  S.  Grant,  issued  from  the  headquarters  of  the  Thirteenth  Army 
Corps  on  November  i6,  1862,  in  reference  to  the  Twentieth  Illinois. 
]\Iembers  of  this  regiment  had  broken  into  a  store  and  taken  goods  to 
the  value  of  some  $1 ,  240,  and  the  rest  of  the  regiment,  including  especially 
two  officers,  failed,  in  the  words  of  General  Grant,  to  "exercise  their 
authority  to  ferret  out  the  men  guilty  of  the  offenses."  General  Grant 
accordingly  mustered  out  of  the  service  of  the  United  States  the  two 
officers  in  question,  and  assessed  the  sum  of  $1,240  against  the  said  regi- 
ment as  a  whole,  officers  and  men  to  be  assessed  pro  rata  on  their  pay. 
In  its  essence  this  action  is  precisely  similar  to  that  I  have  taken;  altlio 
the  offense  was  of  course  trivial  compared  to  the  offense  with  which  I 
had  to  deal. 

Ex-Corporal  Hesse  recites  what  occurred  in  a  United  States  regular 
regiment  in  the  spring  of  i860.  (Corporal  Hesse  subsequently,  when 
the  regiment  was  surrendered  to  the  Confederates  by  General  Twiggs, 
saved  the  regimental  colors  by  wrapping  them  about  his  body,  under  his 
clothing,  and  brought  them  north  in  safety,  receiving  a  medal  of  honor 
for  his  action. )  It  appears  that  certain  members  of  the  regiment  lynched 
a  barkeeper  who  had  killed  one  of  the  soldiers.  Being  unable  to  discover 
the  culprits.  Col.  Robert  E.  Tee,  then  in  command  of  the  Depanment  of 


Texas,  ordered  the  company  to  be  disbanded  and  the  members  trans- 
ferred to  other  companies  and  discharged  at  the  end  of  their  enHstment, 
without  honor.  Owing  to  the  outbreak  of  the  civil  war,  and  the  conse- 
quent loss  of  records  and  confusion,  it  is  not  possible  to  saj'  what  finally 
became  of  this  case. 

When  General  Lee  was  in  connnand  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 
as  will  appear  from  the  inclosed  clipping  from  the  Charlotte  Observer, 
he  issued  an  order  in  October,  1864,  disbanding  a  certain  battalion  for 
cowardly  conduct,  stating  at  the  time  his  regret  that  there  were  some 
officers  and  men  belonging  to  the  organization  who,  altho  not  deserving 
it,  were  obliged  to  share  in  the  common  disgrace  because  the  good  of  the 
service  demanded  it. 

In  addition  to  the  dischai'ges  of  organizations,  which  are  of  course 
infrequent,  there  are  continual  cases  of  the  discharge  of  individual  enlisted 
men  without,  honor  and  without  trial  by  court-martial.  The  official 
record  shows  that  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  last,  such  dis- 
charges were  issued  by  the  War  Department  without  trial  by  court-mar- 
tial in  the  cases  of  352  enlisted  men  of  the  Regular  Army,  35  of  them 
being  on  account  of  "having  become  disqualified  for  service  thru  own 
misconduct."  Moreover,  in  addition  to  the  discharges  without  honor 
ordered  by  the  War  Department,  there  were  a  considerable  number  of 
discharges  without  honor  issued  by  subordinate  military  authorities  under 
paragraph  148  of  the  Army  Regulations,  "where  the  service  has  not  been 
honest  and  faithful— that  is,  where  the  service  does  not  warrant  .reenlist- 
ment." 

So  much  for  the  military  side  of  the  case.  But  I  wish  to  say  some- 
thing additional,  from  the  standpoint  of  the  race  question.  In  my 
message  at  the  opening  of  the  Congress  I  discust  the  matter  of  lynching. 
In  it  I  gave  utterance  to  the  abhorrence  which  all  decent  citizens  should 
feel  for  the  deeds  of  the  men  (in  almost  all  cases  white  men)  who  take 
part  in  lynchings,  and  at  the  same  time  I  condemned,  as  all  decent  men 
of  any  color  should  condemn,  the  action  of  those  colored  men  who  actively 
or  passively  shield  the  colored  criminal  from  the  law.  In  the  case  of 
these  companies  we  had  to  deal  with  men  who  in  the  first  place  were 
guilty  of  what  was  practically  the  worst  possible  form  of  lynching — for 
a  lynching  is  in  its  essence  lawless  and  murderous  vengeance  taken 
by  an  armed  mob  for  real  or  fancied  wrongs — and  who  in  the  second 
place  covered  up  the  crime  of  lynching  b}^  standing  with  a  vicious  solid- 
arity to  protect  the  criminals. 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  all  our  people  that  we  shall  deal 
with  each  man  on  his  merits  as  a  man,  and  not  deal  with  him  merely  as  a 
member  of  a  given  race;  that  we  shall  judge  each  man  by  his  conduct 
and  not  his  color.  This  is  important  for  the  white  man,  and  it  is  far 
more  important  for  the  colored  man.  More  evil  and  sinister  counsel 
never  was  given  to  any  people  than  that  given  to  colored  men  by  those 
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advisers,  whether  black  or  white,  who,  by  apology  and  condonation, 
encourage  conduct  such  as  that  of  the  three  companies  in  question.  If 
the  colored  men  elect  to  stand  b)^  criminals  of  their  own  race  because 
they  are  of  their  own  race,  they  assuredly  lay  up  for  themselves  the  most 
dreadful  da}^  of  reckoning.  Every  farsighted  friend  of  the  colored  race 
in  its  efforts  to  strive  onward  and  upward,  should  teach  first,  as  the  most 
important  lesson,  alike  to  the  white  man  and  the  black,  thedut5'of  treat- 
ing the  individual  man  strictly  on  his  worth  as  he  shows  it.  Anj^  conduct 
by  colored  people  which  tends  to  substitute  for  this  rule  the  rule  of 
standing  by  and  shielding  an  evil  doer  because  he  is  a  member  of  their 
race,  means  the  inevitable  degradation  of  the  colored  race.  It  may  and 
probabl}'  does  mean  damage  to  the  wdiite  race,  but  it  means  ruin  to  the 
black  race. 

Thruout  my  term  of  service  in  the  Presidency  I  have  acted  on  the 
principle  thus  advocated.  In  the  North  as  in  the  South  I  have 
appointed  colored  men  of  high  character  to  office,  utterly  disregarding 
the  protests  of  those  who  would  have  kept  them  out  of  office  because 
the}^  were  colored  men.  So  far  as  was  in  my  power,  I  have  sought  to 
secure  for  the  colored  people  all  their  rights  under  the  law^  I  have 
done  all  I  could  to  secure  them  equal  school  training  when  young,  equal 
opportunity  to  earn  their  livelihood,  and  achieve  their  happiness  w^hen 
old.  I  have  striven  to  break  up  peonage;  I  have  upheld  the  hands  of 
those  who,  like  Judge  Jones  and  Judge  Speer,  have  warred  against  this 
peonage,  because  I  would  hold  mj'self  unfit  to  be  President  if  I  did  not 
feel  the  same  revolt  at  wrong  done  a  colored  man  as  I  feel  at  wrong 
done  a  white  man.  I  have  condemned  in  unstinted  terras  the  crime  of 
lynching  perpetrated  by  white  men,  and  I  should  take  in.stant  advantage 
of  any  opportunity  whereby  I  could  bring  to  justice  a  mob  of  haichers. 
In  precisely  the  same  spirit  I  have  now  acted  with  reference  to  these 
colored  men  who  have  been  guilty  of  a  black  and  dastardly  crime.  In 
one  policy,  as  in  the  other,  I  do  not  claim  as  a  favor,  but  I  challenge  as 
a  right,  the  support  of  every  citizen  of  this  countr}^  whatever  his  color, 
provided  onlj^  he  has  in  him  the  spirit  of  genuine  and  far-sighted 
patriotism. 

Theodore  Roosevelt. 

The  White  House, 

December  ip,  ipo6. 
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REPORT  OF  MAJ.  AUGUSTUS  P.  BLOCKSOM,  INSPECTOR- 
GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT. 


Brownsville,  Tex.,  August  29,  1906. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  hivestigation  of  tr'ouble  caused  by 
soldiers  of  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  midniglit  August  13.  ^  I  arrived  at 
Brownsville  the  night  of  August  18. 

Appended  are  copies  of  telegram  and  letters  of  Major  Penrose, 
marked  A  to  D;  telegrams  sent  by  me,  A'  to  F' ;  affidavits  of 
noncommissioned  officers  in  charge  of  quarters,  etc.,  A''  to.  F" ; 
testimony  taken  by  Citizens'  Committee,  etc.,  k.'"  to  B"'.  They 
present  a  fair  account  of  the  occurrence. 

I  examined  privately  the  five  officers  present  when  .trouble  occurred 
(Major  Penro.se,  Captains  Lyon  and  Macklin,  Lieutenants  Grier  and 
Lawrason,  all  of  Twenty-fifth  Infantry), all  men  who  made  affidavits, 
etc..  A"  to  F"  (as  well  as  po.st  noncommissioned  staff,  a  number  of 
old  noncommissioned  officers  in  each  company,  etc.),  all  im])ortant 
witnesses  in  k^"'  to  B'",  Mayor  Combe,  Mr.  Dominguez.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Evans,  etc.  I  interviewed  nearly  all  prominent  officials,  Fed- 
eral, State,  and  county,  saloon  keepers,  and  other  citizens  of  all 
classes.  I  examined  the  houses,  interviewing  inmates,  of  Messrs. 
Cowan,  Randall,  Starck,  and  Yturria,  observing  where  shots  entered 
and  left;  also  saloon  where  bartender  was  killed  and  a  number  of 
other  buildings  having  bullet  marks. 

The  committee  invited  by  Major  Penrose  to  investigate,  referred 
to  in  D',  practically  delegated  its  authority  to  Captain  McDonald, 
of  State  Eangers,  who  is  also  a  detective.  He  was  given  every  assist- 
ance b}^  the  commanding  officer.  Pie  served  the  warrants  the  first 
time. 

CAUSES. 

1.  The  soldiers  heard  they  were  not  to  go  to  Camp  Mabry  because 
Texas  troops  had  threatened  to  use  ball  cartridges  against  them  in 
maneuvers.  They  -knew  Colonel  Hoyt  made  a  request  that  the 
Twenty-fifth  be  not  sent  to  Texas. 

2.  The  people  did  not  desire  the  colored  troops  and  thought  they 
should  not  be  sent  here.  I  learned  this  hefore  the  rumored  abandon- 
ment of  Brown  from  prominent  citizens,  members  of  the  Committee 
of  Safety,  etc.  I  think  requests  were  sent  to  Senators,  Congressmen, 
etc.,  to  use  their  influence  in  the  matter,  but  am  not  positive.  If  a 
fact,  it  is  probably  known  at  the  War  Department. 

3.  Soldiers  of  the  Twenty-fifth  were  not  allowed  to  drink  with 
white  people  at  the  principal  bars  in  town,  tho  in  some  cases 
saloon  keepers  put  up  a  separate  bar  for  their  use,  this  having  an 
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opposite  effect  to  that  intended.     The  bartender  was  killed  in  such  a 
saloon. 

4.  Tate-Newton,  Baker-Reed  cases,  etc.  (see  B  and  B'").-  Tate- 
Newton  case  was  that  of  party  of  ladies  standing  on  street  sidewalk ; 
claimed  that  two  colored  soldiers  rudely  jostled  them.  Mr.  Tate, 
inspector  of  customs,  husband  of  one  of  the  ladies,  knocked  down  one 
of  the  soldiers  with  his  revolver.  The  ladies  were  obstructing  the 
sidewalk,  altho  anybody  could  have  easily  gotten  by  them.  The 
soldier  was  rude  and  probably  insulting  in  his  manner.  Tate's  rem- 
edy was  too  drastic.  It  was  "  in  the  manner  of  the  South."  He  told 
me  he  would  have  used  it  against  any  man,  white  or  black.  Mr. 
Vann,  collector  of  customs,  invited  Major  Penrose  to  assist  at  an 
investigation  of  this  case,  but  latter  had  no  time  after  the  13th. 
Reed  and  another  colored  soldier  were  at  ferry  landing,  having  re- 
turned from  Matamoros.  Mr.  Baker,  inspector  of  customs,  claimed 
they  were  drunk  and  disorderly  (confirmed  by  an  unprejudiced  wit- 
ness) ;  that  he  told  them  to  move  on,  and  finally  pushed  one,  who  fell 
off  plank  walk  into  mud  and  water  about  knee  deep,  more  thru  his 
condition  than  strength  of  the  push.  Baker  probably  used  more 
force  than  he  acknowledged.  Facts  in  these  two  cases  were  exagger- 
ated on  both  sides  and  increased  the  bitter  feelings  between  soldiers 
and  citizens.  I  heard  of  several  cases  of  threats  from  both  sides 
before  the  13th,  but  believe  them  manufactured. 

5.  Case  of  Mrs.  Evans  (see  B).  There  is  no  doubt  she  was  seized 
bv  the  hair  and  thrown  violently  to  the  ground  by  a  tall  negro  sol- 
dier, who  then  ran  away  thru  fear  of  people  close  by.  This  incident, 
occurring  on  the  12th,  inflamed  and  infuriated  the  people  very  much. 
The  canceling  of  passes,  sending  out  patrols,  etc.,  probably  increased 
the  resentment  of  the  soldiers  against  people  of  Brownsville. 

THE    RAID    INTO    TOWN. 

From  the  evidence  obtainable  I  believe  the  first  shots  were  fired 
between  B  Company  barracks  and  the  wall  separating  post  from 
town.  A  number  were  fired  into  the  air  for  the  purpose  of  creating 
an  alarm.  The  soldiers,  9  to  15,  possibly  more,  then  jumped  the 
wall  and  started  thru  town.  There  is  no  reliable  evidence  to  sup- 
port  the  claim  that  the  first  shots  came  from  town,  and  no  bullet 
marks  were  found  on  barracks.  From  their  direction,  etc.,  I  am 
sure  three  shots  thru  Mr.  Yturria's  house  came  frbm  a  point  near  the 
center  of  B  Company's  upper  back  porch.  A  Mexican  boy  sleeping 
on  the  floor  of  the  Yturria  porch  said  they  were  among  the  first  fired. 

Mr.  Randall  lives  over  the  telegraph  office  opposite  post  gate.  A 
bullet  went  thru  his  sitting  room;  it  came  from  a  point  near  the 
wall  opposite  southwestern  end  of  C  Company  barracks.  Some  of 
the  first  shots  fired  also  came  from  the  vicinity  of  D  Company  bar- 
racks. The  line  of  barracks  of  D,  B,  and  C  Companies  runs  north- 
east to  southwest.  The  wall  between  post  and  town  is  parallel  to 
and  about  75  feet  northwest  of  line  of  barracks.  An  alley  thru  town, 
perpendicular  to  wall,  beginning  at  a  point  nearly  opposite  space 
between  B  and  D  Company  barracks,  was  the  line  of  operations 
(about  three  blocks  in  length). 

The  raiders  first  struck  Cowan's  house  (at  end  of  first  block). 
There  were  two  women  and  five  children  in  it.    It  is  a  miracle  some 
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of  them  were  not  shot.  The  raiders  could  not  help  knowing  they 
had  not  yet  gone  to  bed.  About  ten  shots  were  fired,  nearly  all  going 
thru  house  at  a  height  of  H  feet  or  less  above  floor.  One  shot  put 
out  the  lamp  sitting  on  a"  table.  Mrs.  Cowan  has  been  on  the 
verge  of  hysterics  ever  since.  It  is  said  the  Cowan  children  had 
made  fun  of  "  the  nigger  soldiers ;  "  but  I  could  not  pin  down 
the  reports.  There  must  be  some  truth  in  them.  The  lieutenant 
of  police,  Dominguez,  heard  the  firing  and  rode  toward  it,  accom- 
panied by  two  policemen.  Near  corner  of  Miller  Hotel  (end  of  second 
block)  the  two  policemen  turned  back,  but  Dominguez  kept  on, 
and  the  raiders  started  firing  upon  him.  He  said-  there  were  about 
fifteen  colored  soldiers  in  the  party.  He  was  mounted  on  a  white 
horse  and  went  half  a  block  after  reaching  corner  of  hotel,  when 
his  horse  fell  dead,  shot  thru  the  body  several  times.  The  raiders 
were  probably  at  the  corner  and  continued  firing  on  the  fleeing 
man  until  horse  fell.  Dominguez  was  shot  in  right  arm  (after- 
ward amputated  below  the  elbow).  He  did  not  even  draw  his 
revolver  from  holster.  A  number  of  shots  were  also  fired  at  the 
other  two  policemen.  Dominguez,  many  years  on  the  police  force, 
is  universally  respected.  The  raiders  fired  seven  or  eight  times  into 
the  Miller  Hotel,  in-cluding  several  shots  at  a  guest  sitting  by  a  win- 
dow. After  shooting  Dominguez  they  divided.  One  party  proceeded 
along  the  alley.  Frank  Natus,  bartender  in  Tillman's  saloon  (about 
two-thirds  the  way  down  third  block),  heard  them  coming  and 
started  to  close  the  back  door,  but  was  shot  and  probably  instantly 
killed  about  20  feet  from  door.  A  Mexican  in  the  saloon,  Preciado 
by  name,  was  slightly  wounded  in  the  hand  by  a  bullet  which  past 
thru  his  coat.  Natus  had  never  had  any  trouble  with  the  soldiers, 
as  far  as  known.  Five  or  six  shots  were  fired  thru  that  back  door. 
This  party  tried  to  get  into  the  back  door  of  another  saloon,  but  it 
was  closed. 

The  other  partv  went  half  a  block  to  the  right,  then  turned  to  the 
left  and  fired  five  or  six  shots  into  Mr.  Starck's  house  (second  from 
corner  on  street  parallel  to  alley),  evidently  mistaking  it  for  Tate's 
(which  is  third).  Bullet  marks  in  Starck's  house  are  higher  than 
in  Cowan's.  Mrs.  Starck  said  two  shots  went  thru  mosquito  bar 
over  bed  in  which  she  and  two  children  were  sleeping.  These 
were  the  last  attacks,  and  raiders  then  probably  ran  back.  Bullet 
marks  were  found  on  several  other  houses  in  vicinity  of  those 
alreadv  mentioned. 

None  of  the  individual  raiders  was  recognized.  Streets  are  poorly 
lighted,  and  it  was  a  dark  night.  Those  who  saw  them  were  busy 
trying  to  keep  out  of  sight  themselves.  The  soldiers  were  compara- 
tive strangers  in  town,  having  arrived  only  two  weeks  before.  That 
the  raiders  were  soldiers  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Infantry  can  not  be 
doubted.  The  evidence  of  many  witnesses  of  all  classes  is  con- 
clusive. Shattered  bullets,  shells,  and  clips  found  are  merely  cor- 
roborative. 

RESPONSIBILITY  BEFORE  AND  DURING  THE  FACT. 

I  do  not  think  the  commanding  and  other  officers  and  some  of 
the  senior  noncommissioned  officers  can  be  blamed  for  not  discover- 
ing the  preconcerted  raid.     It  is  easy  to  say  in  the  light  of  later 
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events  that  the  guard  should  have  been  doubled,  and  other  pre- 
cautions taken  the  night  of  the  13th,  but  who  could  imagine  that 
American  soldiers  in  a  body  would  try  to  murder  nnotfending  women 
and  innocent  children  ? 

The  commanding  officer  did  cancel  passes  and  send  out  patrols 
early  in  the  evening,  as  much  to  allay  the  anger  of  town  people  as 
to  prevent  men  from  committing  other  excesses.  It  may  be  inter- 
esting to  note  here  that  troops  were  paid  on  the  11th. 

All  the  officers  firmly  believed  (most  of  them  till  morning)  the 
garrison  was  attacked  from  the  town  side  as  a  result  of  the  assault 
on  Mrs.  Evans,  the  general  ill  feeling  of  town  people,  etc.,  and  this 
delusion  was  heightened  by  the  call  to  arms  sounded  by  order  of 
the  sergeant  of  the  guard  (probably  too  early  during  the  firing  to 
be  genuine).  As  a  consequence,  the  raiders  were  not  suspected  by 
their  officers  and  had  an  easy  time  getting  back;  while  arm  racks 
were  opened  with  difficulty  in  the  dark,  preparations  made  for  de- 
fense, etc.,  cleaning  the  rifle  requires  a  few  minutes  only. 
.  Major  Penrose  is  indefinite  in  his  statement  as  to  time  command 
was  paraded  (see  A).  It  was  at  least  ten  minutes  after  first  shots 
were  fired;  probably  longer.  Captain  Macklin,  officer  of  the  day, 
says  he  went  to  bed"^  between  twenty  and  ten  minutes  to  midnight, 
very  much  fatigued,  and  slept  thru  all  the  uproar  until  about 
1  a.  m.  The  first  shots  were  fired  a  few  minutes  before  midnight. 
It  is  singular  the  members  of  the  guard  sent  to  wake  him  up 
could  not  find  him,  altho,  as  far  as  he  is  concerned,  I  found  no 
reason  to  doubt  his  statement. 

RESPONSIBILITY  AFTER  THE  FACT. 

I  think  Major  Penrose,  as  soon  as  he  believed  the  criminals  were 
soldiers,  should  have  arrested  and  placed  in  solitary  confinement 
Sergeant  Jackson,  B  Company  (senior  sergeant  present  in  com- 
pany, as  well  as  in  charge  of  quarters).  Sergeant  Eeid,  B  Company 
(sergeant  of  the  guard),  Private  Howard,  D  Company  (sentinel 
around  barracks),  and  Scavenger  Tamayo  (at  B  Company  water- 
closet,  next  the  wall,  when  firing  began).  It  is  very  probable  that 
proper  effort  would  have  induced  one  or  more  of  these  men  to  tell 
what  he  knew.  The  soldiers  are  among  those  arrested,  but  not 
the  scavenger,  altho  I  recommended  him  to  the  district  attorney. 

Major  Penrose  has  conducted  himself  in  a  manly  way  under  try- 
ing circumstances,  altho  subjected  to  much  undeserved  abuse.  Al- 
most the  only  criticism  against  him  is  that  above.  The  officers 
appeared  to  be  trying  to  find  the  criminals,  but  it  is  certainly  unfortu- 
nate for  the  reputation  of  the  battalion  that  they  have  as  yet  hardl}^ 
discovered  a  single  clue  to  such  a  terrible  preconcerted  crime,  com- 
mitted by  so  many  men.  I  believe  the  battalion  had  an  excellent 
reputation  up  to  the  13th  of  August,  but  the  stain  now  upon  it  is  the 
worst  I  have  ever  seen  in  the  Army.  Many  of  its  old  soldiers  who 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  raid  must  know  something  tangible  as  to 
identity  of  the  criminals.  If  they  do  not  disclose  their  knowledge 
tlie}^  should  be  made  to  suffer  with  others  more  guilty,  as  far  as  the 
law  will  permit. 
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RECOMMENDATION. 

If  satisfactory  evidence  concerning  identity  of  the  criminals  does 
not  come  from  members  of  the  battalion  before  a  certain  date,  to  be 
fixt  by  the  War  Department,  I  recommend  that  all  enlisted  men  of 
the  three  companies  present  on  the  night  of  August  13  be  discharged 
the  service  and  debarred  from  reenlistment  in  the  Army,  Navy, 
or  Marine  Corps. 

LATER  EVENTS. 

The  following  men  were  arrested  by  the  civil  authorities  on  the 
23d  and  placed  in  guardhouse  for  safe-keeping: 

Sergeant  Jackson,  B  Company,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  in  charge 
of  quarters;  Sergeant  Brawner,  C  Company,  Twenty -fifth  Infantry, 
in  charge  of  quarters;  Sergeant  Reid,  B  Company,  Twenty-fifth 
Infantry,  sergeant  of  the  guard;  Corporal  Powell,  D  Company, 
Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  in  charge  of  quarters;  Corporal  Miller,  C 
Company,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  on  pass;  Corporal  Madison,  C 
Companv,  Twentv-fifth  Infantry,  on  pass;  Private  Howard,  D  Com- 
pany, Twenty-fifth  Infantrv.  sentinel  on  No.  2;  Private  Newton,  C 
Companv,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  knocked  down  by  Mr.  Tate;  Pri- 
vate Reed,  C  Company,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  pushed  into  mud  and 
water  by  Mr.  Baker ;  Private  Gill,  D  Company,  Twenty-fifth  In- 
fantry, with  Reed  when  pushed  by  Baker;  Private  Askew,  C  Com- 
pany* Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  cap 'found  in  town,  alleged  to  be  his;* 
Private  Hollowman,  B  Company,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  part  owner 
of  saloon  in  Tenderloin. 

An  ex-soldier  named  Allison,  partner  with  Hollowman,  was  also 
arrested  on  the  22d  and  placed  in  guardhouse  for  safe-keeping.  He 
is  still  there. 

The  noncommissioned  officers  in  charge  of  quarters  were  respon- 
sible for  gun  racks,  and  had  keys  thereto  in  their  personal  posses- 
sion. It  will  be  seen  by  examining  the  note  after  each  name  that 
these  men  were  arrested  chiefly  on  suspicion.  I  believe  the  majority 
of  them  are  guilty  on  one  or  more  counts,  but  there  is  little  i)rospect 
of  conviction  on  evidence  thus  far  obtained. 

The  order  to  take  rail  for  Fort  Reno  was  suspended  on  morning 
of  the  24th,  and  in  the  afternoon  orders  were  received  for  the  bat- 
talion to  go  by  way  of  San  Antonio  and  to  take  military  prisoners 
along  to  be  turned  over  to  commanding  officer,  Fort  Sam  Houston, 
for  safe-keeping  until  brought  before  a  grand  jury.  Captain 
McDonald  late  that  afternoon  demanded  the  prisoners.  Major  Pen- 
rose, who  had  just  informed  Judge  Welch  of  his  latest  orders,  sent 
McDonald  a  letter  declining  to  give  them  up  (see  D).  McDonald 
would  not  acknowledge  the  authority,  and  Judge  Welch  finally  with- 
drew the  warrants  to  avoid  bloodshed.  I  believe  he  threatened 
McDonald  with  arrest  for  contempt  before  the  latter  gave  them  up. 
It  is  possible  McDonald  might  have  fought  the  entire  battalion  with 
his  four  or  five  rangers  were  their  obedience  as  blind  as  his  obstinacy. 
It  is  said  here  he  is  so  brave  he  would  not  hesitate  to  "  charge  hell 
with  one  bucket  of  water."  The  warrants  were  then  served  by 
Sheriff  Garza.  On  being  informed  of  the  latest  orders  he  gave  up 
the  struggle. 
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The  battalion  left  Brownsville  with  the  military  prisoners  at  6.30 
a.  m.,  August  25. 

I  met  many  sterling  people  in  Brownsville.  The  majority  of  good 
business  men  recognize  the  proper  ethics  of  the  situation,  but  rnany 
others  of  a  somewhat  lower  class  think  the  colored  soldier  sh'oul'd 
be  treated  like  the  negro  laborer  of  the  South.  It  must  be  confest 
the  colored  soldier  is  much  more  aggressive  in  his  attitude  on  the 
social  equality  question  than  he  used  to  be. 

Very  respectfully,  A.  P.  Blocksom, 

Major^  Inspector-General. 
The  MiLiTARr  Secretary, 

Sou  fh  western  Di vision . 
(Thru  Headquarters  Department  of  Texas.) 

[First  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Departmejjt  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio,  September  1,  1906. 
Kespectfully   forwarded  to  the  military   secretary,   Southwestern 
Division. 

WxAi.  S.  McCaskey,  ^ 

Brigadier-  General.,  Commanding. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Southwestern  Division, 
OMahoma  City,  OJcla.,  Septemher  ^  1906. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  The  Military  Secretary,  War  Depart- 
ment, Washington,  D.  C. 

To-day  I  personally  interviewed  Major  Penrose,  commanding  Fort 
Reno,  where  his  battalion  is  now  stationed,  and  he  reports  that  the 
orders  of  the  War  Department  with  reference  to  holding  his  men 
under  strict  surveillance  are  rigidly  enforced,  and  as  yet  no  dis- 
closures have  resulted.  As  soon  as  any  information  is  obtained  it 
will  be  reported. 

The  attention  of  the  War  Department  is  invited  to  the  names  of 
the  men  for  whom  warrants  were  issued  and  who  are  now  in  con- 
finement at  Fort  Sam  Houston. 

It  is  noted  that  most  of  these  men  were  on  duty  as  members  of  the 
guard  or  in  charge  of  barracks  at  Fort  Brown  during  the  hours  of 
the  disturbance.  The  reasons  for  the  selecting  of  these  men,  or  the 
manner  by  which  their  names  were  procured,  is  a  mystery.  As  far 
as  known  there  is  no  evidence  that  the  majority  of  them  were  in  any 
way  directl}^  connected  with  the  affair.  It  seems  to  have  been  a 
dragnet  proceeding. 

Wm.  S.  McCaskey, 
Bingadier- General,  United  States  Army,  Commanding. 


A. 

Fort  Brown,  Tex.,  August  IJ4,  1906. 

Department  of  Texas,  San  Antonio,  Tex'.: 
Regret  to   report  serious  shooting  in   Brownsville   last   evening, 
in  which  one  civilian  was  killed  and  chief  of  police  so  seriously 
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wounded  that  right  arm  will  have  to  be  amputated.  Brownsville 
officials  claim  shooting  was  done  by  enlisted  men  of  this  command, 
and  are  borne  out  in  their  opinion 'by  empty  shells^ and  clips  picked 
up  in  the  streets.  Shooting  occurred  about  midnight,  and  within 
five  minutes  afterward  entire  command  paraded  and  all  men  found 
present  or  accounted  for  and  rifles  in  racks  locked.  All  men  now 
confined  to  garrison,  and  no  one  permitted  to  enter  post  but  Mayor 
of  city,  or  on  his  personal  request  to  me.  Feeling  very  high  in  city, 
but  believe  Mayor  has  it  under  control.  Am  doing  everything  in 
my  power  to  find  guilty  parties  if  they  be  in  this  command.  Prac- 
tise marches  suspended.     P\ill  particulars  by  mail.    ^ 

Penrose, 

Commanding. 


B. 

Fort  Brown,  Tex.,  August  15,  1906. 
The  Military  Secretary, 

Department  of  Texas,  San  Anto7iio,  Tex. 

Sir  :  In  connection  with  my  telegram  of  yesterday,  relative  to  the 
?hooting  that  occurred  in  the  city  of  Brownsville,  Tex.,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

At  12.10  a.  m.  the  garrison  was  aroused  by  a  fusilade  of  shots, 
which,  apparently,  were  being  fired  from  behind  the  brick  wall 
bounding  the  north  side  of  the  post,  and  from  which  the  barracks 
are  located  not 'more  than  100  feet.  This  fusilade  lasted  from  eight 
to  ten  minutes,  and  a  hundred  or  more  shots  must  have  been  fired, 
giving  me  the  impression  the  garrison  was  being  attacked,  and  1 
consequently  gave  the  order  to  fall  in  under  arms,  which  was  done 
Avith  but  li'ttle  delay,  considering  the  confusion,  and  the  fear  of 
lighting  the  lamps  in  the  barracks.  The  roll  was  called  in  each 
company,  and  all  were  reported  present  but  two  men  from  Company 
C,  who  were  on  pass.  I  then  posted  my  entire  command  behind  the 
brick  wall  before  mentioned,  which  was  accomplished  in  a  short 
time  after  the  firing  had  ceased,  and,  as  everything  had  become  per- 
fectlv  quiet,  in  the  course  of  half  an  hour  I  sent  Captain  Lyon,  with 
his  company  (D) ,  to  look  thru  the  lower  part  of  the  town  for  the  two 
men  on  pass,  fearing  something  might  have  happened  to  them. 

Captain  Lyon  was  gone  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  and 
returned  without  finding  the  men  or  meeting  wnth  any  opposition. 
Returning  with  Captain  Lyon  was  the  MaVor  of  Brownsville,  Doctor 
Combe,  who  reported  to  me  that  one  civilian  of  the  city  had  been 
killed  and  the  chief  of  police  badly  wounded  in  the  right  arm,  his 
horse  being  killed  under  him,  and  claimed  the  killing  and  wounding 
had  been  done  bv  soldiers;  but  at  that  time  I  felt  confident  he  was 
mistaken,  as  airmen  had  been  reported  present  except  the  two  on 
pass,  and  to  make  sure  I  again  had  the  rolls  called,  and  received  the 
same  report  from  each  company  commander,  "All  present,  or  ac- 
counted for,"  the  two  men  from  C  Company  still  being  absent. 

I  kept  the  entire  garrison  under  arms  until  3.30  a.  m.,  and  then 
placed  one  company,  C,  on  guard,  in  addition  to  the  regular  guard, 
and  formed  a  cordon  of  sentinels  around  the  north  and  east  side  of 
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the  post,'  the  exposed  portion,  with  the  most  stringent  orders  to 
allow  no  one  to  leave  the  post,  and  no  one  to  enter  it  except  the 
Mayor,  and  such  other  person  as  he,  the  Maj^or,  might  wish  to  bring 
in  to  see  me.  The  other  two  companies  were  allowed  to.  return  to 
their   barracks. 

As  an  additional  check,  as  soon  as  it  was  light  enough  to  see,  I  had 
every  ride  in  the  barracks  and  in  the  hands  of  the  men  inspected,  to 
learn  Avhether  or  not  they  had  been  fired,  but  all  were  found  to  be 
bright  and  clean. 

The  Mayor  again  called  upon  me  about  10  a.  m.,  and  informed  me 
a  few  empty  cartridge  cases  and  used  clips  for  our  Springfield  rifle 
had  been  found  in  the  streets,  and  later  in  tlie  morning  told  me  there 
had  been  picked  up  between  75  and  100  empty  cases  and  used  clips, 
as  well  as  a  few  cartridges  that  had  not  been  fired.  Some  of  these  I 
examined,  and  there  is  no  doubt  they  are  those  manufactured  by  our 
Ordnance  Deptirtment  and  issued  to  the  troops. 

At  11.30  a.  m.  a  committee  of  15  citizens  of  Brownsville,  headed 
by  the  Mayor,  called  upon  me,  and  thru  their  chairman.  Capt. 
AVilliam  Kelly,  a  Union  volunteer  veteran  of  the  civil  war,  informed 
me  they  had  positive  proof,  by  several  reliable  witnesses,  that  the 
shooting  was  done  by  colored  soldiers,  in  uniform,  and  requested  I 
cause  the  offenders'  arrest  and  turn  them  over  to  the  civil  authori- 
ties. The  Mayor,  Doctor  Combe,  then  spoke  and  said  that  he  had 
examined  the  'dead,  and  wounded  man,  and  there  was  no  doubt  in 
his  mind  the  wounds  were  caused  by  a  bullet  fired  from  a  Spring- 
field rifle,  or  some  rifle  with  a  similar  penetrating  power. 

Here  it  will  be  well  for  me  to  state  that  Doctor  Combe  served  as  a 
volunteer  surgeon  during  the  Spanish- Anierican  war;  was  a  brigade 
surgeon  during  the  greater  part  of  the  Philippine  insurrection,  and 
is  at  the  present  time  employed  to  attend  the  sick  of  the  post  during 
the  absence  of  a  surgeon. 

I  then  exprest  my  deep  regret  to  the  committee  that  such  a 
frightful  crime  should  have  happened,  and  that  the  evidence  pointed 
so  strongly  to  its  being  committed  by  my  men;  and  while  it  had 
been  impossible  for  me  up  to  the  present  time  to  fix  the  blame  upon 
anyone,  I  should  never  cease  my  endeavors  to  detect  the  criminal  or 
crimijials,  and  if  found  would  promptly  turn  them  oyer  to  the 
proper  authorities.  In  conclusion,  I  assured  them  nothing  of  the 
kind  would  occur  again,  and  explained  to  them  the  precautions  I 
had  taken.  The  Mayor  then  told  me  he  was  positive  he  was  able  to 
hold  the  unruly  element  of  the  city  in  check,  and  this  was  voiced  by 
the  committee,  who  then  took  their  departure.  We  parted  with  the 
best  ofiimderstanding  between  us,  and  I  trust  the  cordial  feeling  will 
maintain  thruout  this  very  trying  period. 

Yesterday  and  last  night  past  without  the  slightest  indication 
of  further  trouble  of  any  kind.  I  still  have  one-third  of  my  coin- 
mand — one  company — on  guard  day  and  night,  with  the  same  strin- 
gent orders  as  to  leaving  or  entering  the  post,  the  only  exception 
being  civilian  emi^loyees  and  servants. 

Were  it  not  for  the  damaging  evidence  of  the  empty  shells  and 
used  clips  I  should  be  of  the  firm  belief  that  none  of  my  men  \vas 
in  any  way  connected  with  the  crime,  but  with  this  fact  so  pain- 
fully "before  me  I  am  n,)ot  only  convinced  it  was  perpetrated  by  men 
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of  this  command,  but  that  it  was  carefully  planned  beforehand.  I 
have  the  affidavits  from  three  noncommissioned  officers  who  were  in 
charge  of  quarters  on  the  day  and  night,  and  they  swear  j^ositively 
the  rifles  were  verified  and  the  racks  locked  after  drill  (practise 
march  of  Companies  B  and  D,  drill  of  Company  C),  and  the  old 
guard  returned  to  the  quarters;  that  they  never  left  the  quarters, 
and  that  the  keys  to  the  loclvs  of  the  racks  were  never-  out  of  their 
possession,  and  that  the  racks  were  not  opened  until  call  to  arms 
sounded,  and  Avere  then  opened  by  them. 

From  testimony  gathered  by  the  Citizens'  Committee  and  given 
to  me  by  Doctor  Combe,  I  believe  from  seven  to  ten  men  were  impli- 
cated in  this  matter.  Some  one  of  them  must  have  had  a  key  to  the 
gun  rack,  and  after  check  roll  call  was  taken — for  all  were  reported 
present  at  11  p.  m.  roll  call — they  slipt  out  of  quarters,  did  the  shoot- 
ing, returned  while  the  comf)anies  were  forming,  and  at  some  time 
during  the  early  hours  of  the  morning  cleaned  their  rifles.  This  is 
made  possible  from  the  fact  that  the  shooting  all  occurred  within 
two  short  blocks  of  the  barracks. 

I  am  conducting  the  most  rigid  examination  possible,  examining 
every  man  and  working  in  conjunction  with  the  Citizens'  Committee, 
and  I  believe  the  offenders  will  be  apprehended,  altho  it  will 
take  time.  The  best  of  the  men  are  very  much  perturbed  over  the 
matter,  and  I  believe  thru  them,  rather  than  my  own  efforts,  the  per- 
petrators of  this  wanton  crime  will  be  apprehended. 

That  the  enlisted  men  have  been  subjected  to  indignities  since 
their  arrival  here  there  can  be  no  doubt,  and  this  has  caused  a  good 
deal  of  feeling  among  them,  and  to  one  case  I  attribute  this  out- 
break, the  subject  of  which  I  will  make  an  official  report  as  soon  as 
the  collector  of  customs,  Mr.  Vann,  returns  to  the  city. 

On  the  evening  of  August  5,  Private  Newton,  of  Company  C,  was 
walking  on  Elizabeth  street,  in  the  cit}^  of  Brownsville,  with  Private 
Lipscomb,  same  company.  "^^Tien  about  a  block  north  of  the  post- 
ofRce  they  met  a  party  of  ladies  standing  on  the  sidewalk,  talking  to 
a  man  by  the  name  of  Tate,  who  is  employed  in  the  customs  service. 
To  pass  this  party,  the  men  past  between  them  and  the  fence,  in 
single  file,  Newton  leading.  Newton  claims  in  his  affidavit  that  he 
did  not  even  touch  one  of  the  ladies  in  passing,  but  when  opposite 
this  man  Tate,  he,  Tate,  drew  a  revolver  from  his  hip  pocket  and 
struck  Newton  upon  the  side  of  the  head  with  it,  knocking  him  down, 
at  the  same  time  saying,  ''  I'll  learn  you  to  get  off  the  sidewalk  when 
there  is  a  party  of  ladies  on  the  walk."  "^^len  Newton  rose  to  his 
feet  Tate  covered  him  with  his  revolver  and  said,  "  Damn  you,  leave, 
or  I  will  blow  your  brains  out."  This  is  corroborated  by  Private 
Lipscomb. 

I  at  once  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  John  W.  Vann.  collector  of  cus- 
toms, informing  him  of  the  matter,  and  requested  he  would  make  ■ 
such  investigation  of  the  occurrence  as  he  might  see  fit  and  notify 
me  of  the  result.  Mr.  Vann  being  out  of  town,  my  communication 
Avas  replied  to  by  Mr.  Browne,  deputy  collector  of  customs,  who 
requested  me  to  await  action  until  Mr.  Vann  returned,  which,  of 
course,  I  was  very  glad  to  do. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  13th.  at  about  5  o'clock,  a  Mr.  Evans,  of 
Brownsville,  accompanied  by  Doctor  Combe,  called  upon  me,  and 
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the  former  told  me  that  on  the  evening  before  his  wife,  when 
returning  home  and  when  about  to  enter  her  back  gate,  was  seized 
from  behind  by  a  colored  man  who,  she  was  positive,  was  a  soldier, 
as  he  was  in  khaki  uniform,  but  whom  she  could  not  identify, 
and  he  further  stated  he  had  been  greatly  annoyed  by  enlisted  men 
congregating'  near  his  house  the  two  previous  evenings  by  their 
vulgar  conversation  and  swearing.  His  statement  that  his  wife 
was  seized  by  a  soldier  I  was  inclined  to  doubt,  as  prostitutes  are 
too  common  In  the  town,  but  as  the  matter  was  a  most  serious  one, 
and  fearing  the  matter  would  inflame  the  people,  as  well  as  to  save 
Mr.  Evans  any  further  annoyance,  I  ordered  all  passes  canceled  at 
8  o'clock,  and  sent  a  patrol  thru  the  city  notifying  all  men  to  return 
to  the  post  at  that  hour.  At  8  o'clock  I  sent  out  a  second  patrol, 
and  at  9  a  third  one,  which  reported  that  no  men  could  be  found. 
Captain  Macklin,  the  officer  of  the  day,  also  went  thru  that  part  of 
the  city  most  frequented  by  the  men,  but  found  no  one.  Mr.  Evans 
is  unfortunate  in  living  very  near  the  Tenderloin,  but,  to  protect 
him,  it  was  my  intention  to  send  patrols  to  that  part  of  the  city 
every  evening,  and  frequently,  if  necessary. 

These  two  incidents  have  served  to  cause  bad  blood  between  the 
citizens  and  the  soldiers. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  investigate  his  charges  that  his  wife  was 
seized  by  a  soldier,  as  the  shooting  came  too  closely  upon  it,  and  has 
occupied  all  of  my  attention.  Fortunately,  Mrs.  Evans  was  not 
harmed,  save  the  terrible  fright  it  gave  her. 

I  look  for  no  further  trouble,  and  trust  my  actions  will  meet  with 
the  approval  of  the  department  commander. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  W.  Penrose, 
Major,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  Commanding. 


C. 

Fort  Brown,  Tex.,  August  W,  1906. 
Capt.  William  Kelly, 

Chairman  Citizens''  Committee,  Brownsville,  Tex. 

Sir  :  As  there  seems  to  be  somewhat  of  a  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the 
citizens  of  Brownsville  as  to  the  sincerity  of  the  investigation  I  am 
conducting  relative  to  the  horrible  shooting  that  occurred  in  your 
city  early  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  instant,  whereby  one  of  your 
citizens  was  killed  and  the  chief  of  police  wounded,  besides  several 
houses  riddled  with  bullets,  and  the  testimony  pointing  strongly  to 
the  shooting  being  done  by  men  of  my  command,  I  have  the  honor 
to  make  this  suggestion  to  you  with  an  earnest  hope  it  will  meet  with 
your  approval  and  early  acceptance. 

This  suggestion  is,  that  .you  appoint  a  committee  of  three  citizens 
of  Brownsville,  of  which  you  should  be  (chairman,  to  come  to  this 
post  and  make  an  investigation  for  yourselves. 

I  will  place  before  such  a  committee  ^vcry  particle  of  evidence  I 
have  been  able  to  obtain  up  to  the  present  time,  and  will  summons 
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before  them  every  man  of  this  post  for  such  examination  they  may 
desire  to  make. 

Very  respectfully. 

C.  W.  Penrose, 

Major,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  Commanding  Post. 


D. 

Fort  Brown,  Tex.,  August  24,  1906. 
Capt.  W.  J.  McDonald, 

Company  B,  Ranger  Force  of  Texas,  Brownsville,  Tex. 
Sir:  Replying  to  your  demand  for  the  men  of  my  command  for 
which  you  gave  me  warrants,  I  have  the  htoor  to  inform  you  that  I 
am  directed  by  higher  authorities  to  assure  their  safety,  but  tiiey  will 
be  cared  for  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  civil  authorities  and 
will  be  delivered  to  the  said  civil  authorities  for  trial  when  their 
safety  is  assured. 

After  a  most  careful  investigation  I  am  unable  to  find  any  one,  or 
party,  in  any  way  connected  with  the  crime  of  which  you  speak. 
I  return  to  j^ou  herewith  the  warrant  delivered  to  me  yesterday. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  W.  Penrose, 
Major,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  Commanding. 

The  substance  of  this  letter  was   also   communicated   to   Sheriff 
Garza,  who  made  the  second  service. 

A.  P.  B. 


Fort  Brown,  Tex.,  August  19, 1906. 
Chief  or  Staff, 

Camp  Mdbry,  Austin,  Tex. : 
Arrived  last  night.    Troops  under  proper  control,  altho  town  people 
are  still  very  much  excited  and  men  all  carrying  arms. 

After  consultation  with  post  officers  the  Mayor  and  prominent 
citizens  strongly  recommended  Company  A,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry, 
be  not  sent  here  for  present  at  least;  otherwise  grave  trouble  almost 
certain  to  ensue  on  road  in  this  vicinity.  Every  effort  being  made 
to  discover  murderers. 

Eecommenci  all  officers  now  on  detached  service  from  this  command 
that  can  be  spared  be  sent  here  soon  as  practicable. 

Blocksom,  Major. 


W 


Brownsville,  Tex.,  August  20, 1906. 
The  Military  Secretary,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C: 
Causes  of  disturbance  are  racial.     People  did  not  desire  colored 
troops  here,  and  showed  they  thought  them  inferior  socially  by  cer- 
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tain  slights  and  denial  of  privileges  at  public  bars,  etc.  Soldiers  re- 
sented this.  There  were  several  individual  encounters  between  sol- 
diers and  citizens.  About  midnight  of  13th  party  of  soldiers',  prob- 
ably 9  to  15,  made  raid  thru  several  squares  of  town,  firing  75  to  150 
shots,  killing  a  bartender  and  dangerously  wounding  lieutenant  of 
police.  They  also  fired  into  several  houses,  where  women  and  chil- 
dren narrowly  escaped  being  shot.  Raid  lasted  from  eight  to  ten 
minutes.  Claim  made  that  citizens  fired  first,  but,  I  believe,  without 
foundation.  Altho  act  probably  preconcerted,  do  not  think  com- 
manding ofRcer  could  have  foreseen  it.  Citizens  can  not  identify 
raiders,  and  authorities  have  made  no  demand  for  them.  Investiga- 
tion now  going  on  has  as  yet  discovered  none.  Commanding  officer 
to-day  invited  a  committee  of  three  citizens  to  assist  in  conducting 
investigation.  People  are  still  in  a  state  of  great  nervous  tension,  and 
men  nearly  all  carry  arms  openly  at  night.  Women  and  children  still 
frightened.  I  consider  it  necessary  to  remove  colored  troops — the 
sooner  the  better.  A^^iile  now  apparently  under  perfect  control,  an 
entire  company  is  on  guard  each  day — a  great  strain  with  little  pros- 
pect of  relief.  Differences  between  soldiers  and  citizens  are  irrecon- 
cilable. Suspected  men  might  get  a  fair  trial  here  at  hands  of  civil 
authorities,  but  could  not  be  properly  protected  from  mob  violence. 
Full  report  about  investigation  will  be  made  in  regular  course. 

Blocksom,  Major. 


C/. 

Fort  Brown,  Tex.,  August  %1^  1906. 
Chief  or  Staef, 

Cam.'p  Mabry^  Austin,  Tex.: 
In  reply  to  direct  inquiry  from  Military  Secretary,  Washington,  I 
last  night  recommended  colored  troops  be  withdrawn  from  Browns- 
ville— sooner  the  better ;  that  differences  between  soldiers  and  citizens 
are  irreconcilable.     I  was  directed  to  remain  here  until  further  orders. 

Blocjcsom.  Major. 


D'. 

BrowjsSville,  Tex.,  August  21,  1906. 
To  Chief  or  Staff, 

Ga'mp  Mdbry,  Austin,  Tex.: 
Committee  invited  by  commanding  officer  to  investigate  trouble 
began  meetings  this  afternoon,  and  is  given  every  facility  possible. 
Captain  Kelly,  prominent  citizen;  District  Attorney  Kleiber,  twenty- 
eighth  district;  Judge  Barllett,  county  judge,  Cameron  County,  and 
Judge  Welch,  twentieth  judicial  district,  form  committee. 

Blocksom,  Major. 


Fort  Brown,  Tex.,  August  23,  1906. 
The  Military  Secretary,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. : 
Battalion  Twenty-fifth  will  probably  get  away  to-night.     Warrants 
have  been  issued  for  murder,  conspiracy  to  murder,  etc.,  against  3 
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sergeants,  3  corporals,  6  privates,  and  1  ex-soldier.  They  will  be 
turned  over  to  commanding  officer,  Captain  Preston,  Twenty-sixth 
Infantry,  for  safe-kee]Ding,  until  required  by  district  judge.  Do  not 
know  when,  probably  early  part  next  month,  possibly  earlier.  Au- 
thorities pledge  themselves  able  keep  prisoners  from  violence,  but 
feeling  here  still  high.  Request  authority  to  return  after  battalion 
leaves. 

Blocksoji,  Major. 


F'. 

Ckowksville,  Tex.,  August  28,  1906. 
Chief  of  Staff, 

Gamp  Mabry,  Austht,  Tex.: 
Confidential.  My  report  completed.  Shall  send  soon  as  type- 
written. Can  not  too  strongly  urge  officers  of  battalion  be  imprest 
with  necessity  discovering  criminals.  They  did  seem  to  be  trying, 
but  were  prejudiced  by  ill-feeling  shown  them  here.  Such  a  crime 
committed  by  so  m.any  men  will  be  great  injury  to  officers'  reputation 
if  undiscovered.  Almost  no  evidence  against  men  arrested,  tho 
believe  majority  more  or  less  guilty.  Conviction  of  criminals  must 
come  from  men  of  battalion,  if  at  all.  Many  old  soldiers  Ijnow  guilty 
men,  and  should  suffer  for  concealing  act.  I  shall  recommend  prac- 
tical disbandment  of  three  companies  if  crime  not  soon  discovered. 

Blocksom,  Major. 


A". 

Fort  Broavn,  Tex.,  August  IJ^,  1906. 
Fort  Brown,  State  of  Texas.,  ss: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  Sergt. 
George  Jackson,  Company  B,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  who,  being 
duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says : 

I  was  in  charge  of  the  company  quarters  ft  Company  B,  Twenty-fifth  lu- 
lantry,  on  the  13th  and  1 4th  of  August,  190(5. 

The  company  was  on  a  practise  march  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  and 
returned  to  the  post  between  10  and  11  o'cIocIj,  when  tlie  ritles  of  the  company 
were  returned  to  the  racks  to  allow  six  men  of  the  company  to  get  their  rifles 
to  go  on  guard.  I  then  locked  the  racks  again,  and  there  were  in  the  racks  46 
rifles,  which,  with  the  G  in  the  hands  of  the  men  on  guard,  made  52  rifles,  for 
which  I  was  accountable.  The  racks  were  not  again  opened  until  call  to 
arms  sounded,  soon  after  midnight  on  the  morning  of  the  14th,  when  I 
opened  them  myself. 

I  was  not  away  from  the  quarters  at  any  time  during  the  time  the  racks 
were  closed,  about  10  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  13th,  until  they  were 
opened  when  call  to  arms  sounded  on  the  morning  of  the  14th,  nor  were  the 
keys  to  the  racks  ever  out  of  my  possession. 

I  made  check  roll  call  of  the  company  at  11  p.  m..  on  the  night  of  the  13th, 
and  all  men  were  present. 

George  Jackson, 
Sergeant,  Coryipany  B,  Ticenty-flfth  Infantry. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  20th  day  of  August,  1906. 

Samuel  P.  Lyon, 
Captain.,  Twenty --fi,fth  Infantry., 

Trial  Officer.,  Summary  Court. 
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P'oRT  Brown,  Tex.,  August  H^  1906. 
Fort  Brown,  State  of  Texas,  ss: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  Sergt. 
Darby  W.  O.  BraAvner,  Company  C,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  who, 
being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says : 

I  was  iu  cba.rge  of  the  company  quarters  of  Coaipany  C.  Twenty-fifth  In- 
fantry, on  the  13th  and  14th  of  August,  190(5.  I  locked  the  arm  racks  iu  the 
company  quarters  between  10  and  11  o'clock  a.  m.,  August  13.  There  were 
53  in  the  racks,  which,  with  the  4  rifles  in  the  hands  of  the  members  of  the 
guard,  made  up  to  the  total  number  issued  to  the  men  of  Company  C ;  that  is, 
57  rifles  in  all.  The  keys  of  the  arm  racks  were  constantly  in  my  possession. 
The  arm  racks  were  not  opened  until  about  12.15  a.  m.,  August  14,  1906,  for 
any  reason  except  that  about  2.30  o'clock  p.  m.,  August  13,  1906,  one  rack 
was  opened  for  a  moment  to  allow  the  supernumerary  of  the  guard  to  get 
his  rifle  iu  order  to  take  the  place  of  a  member  of  the  guard  who  was  taken 
sick,  and  whose  rifle  was  at  the  same  time  placed  iu  this  arm  rack. 

About  12.15  a.  m.,  August  14,  1906.  I  was  awakened  by  a  corporal  of  the 
company,  who  told  me  that  shooting  had  been  going  on  and  that  call  to  arms 
had  been  sounded,  and  to  get  up  and  open  the  arm  racks..  I  went  down  to 
the  first  sergeant  and  asked  him  what  I  should  do,  whether  I  should  open  the 
arm  racks,  and  he  said.  "  Wait  for  orders."  Corporal  Madison,  whom  I  met 
as  I  was  returning  to  the  squad  room,  told  me  orders  of  the  commanding 
officer  wei-e  to  open  the  arm  racks.  I  then  opened  three  racks,  the  fourth 
having  befen  broken  open  by  the  men  trying  to  get  their  rifles  from  the  racks 
to  fall  in  when  call  to  arms  sounded. 

Daeby  W.  O.  Brawner, 
Sergeant,  Company  G,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  20th  day  of  August,  1906. 

Samuel  P.  Lyon, 
Captain,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry, 

Trial  Officer,  Summary  Court. 


Fort  Brown,  Tex.,  August  U,  1906. 
Fort  Brown,  State  of  Texas: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  imdersigneci  authority,  (^orpl. 
David  Powell,  Company  D,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  who,  being  duly 
sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says : 

I  was  in  charge  of  quarters  of  Company  D,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  on  the 
18th  and  14th  of  August,  1906. 

Company  D,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  was  on  a  practise  march  on  tho  morning 
of  the  13th  and  retiirned  to  the  post  about  9.30  a.  ni.,  whou  the*  rifles  Avere 
placed  iu  the  gun  racks  and  the  racks  locked  by  me.  At  about  10  a.  m.  the 
racks  were  opened  to  allow  five  men  of  the  guard  to  get  their  rilles  and  were 
again  locked  by  me.  There  were  in  the  racks  then  52  rifles,  and  5  in  the  hands 
of-  the  men  of  the  company  on  guard,  making  a  total  of  57  rifles  in  all  for 
which  I  was  accountable. 

I  did  not  leave  the  quarters  at  any  time  during  the  day  or  night.  The  keys 
to  the  arm  racks  were  in  my  personal  possession  the  entire  time,  and  the 
racks  were  not  opened  for  any  purpose  whatever  from  about  10  a.  m.  [until] 
after  midnight  on  the  14th,  when  I  unlocked  the  racks  myself. 
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I  took  check  roll  call  at  11  p.  in.  ou  the  13th,  and  .ill  the  men  of  tiio  com- 
pany were  present  or  accounted  for. 

David  Powell, 
Corporal,  Company  D,  Tiventy-fifth  Infantry. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  20th  day  of  August,  1906. 

Samuel  P.  Lyon, 
Captaiji,  Twenty-fifth  Infantrxj^ 

Trial  Officer^  Summary  Court. 


D". 

Fort  Brown,  Tex.,  August  U,  1906. 
Fort  Brow^n,  State  of  Texas: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  authority.  Private 
J.  H.  Howard,  Company  D,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  who,  being  duly 
sworn  according  to  hiw,  depo.ses  and  says: 

I  was  a  member  of  the  post  guard  on  the  night  of  the  13th  and  14th  of 
August,  1906.  I  was  posted  as  a  sentinel  on  post  No.  2,  which  extends  around 
the  barracks,  keeping  the  buildings  on  my  left,  at  10.30  p.  m.,  August  13.  At 
about  12.10  on  the  morning  of  the  14th.  when  between  C  and  B  Company  bar- 
racks, I  heard  a  single  shot,  then  five  or  six,  and  then  a  regular  fusilade. 
The  shots  seemed  to  come  from  the  street  in  the  rear  of  the  brick  wall  back 
of  B  Company's  barracks.  I  thought  they  were  shootin;^  -it  mo.  and  I  lookt 
in  the  direction  of  the  sounds  to  see  if  I  could  see  anybody,  but  I  could  not, 
and  I  then  went  to  the  front  of  the  barracks  and  gave  the  alarm,  by  firing  my 
piece  three  times  and  calling  for  the  guard.  I  did  not  see  anybody  at  all  but 
the  post  scavenger,  who  was  at  the  sinks  in  the  rear  of  B  Company's  barracks. 
As  soon  as  the  shooting  commenced  he  drove  away  with  his  cart. 

Joseph  H.  Howard. 
Private,  Company  D.  Ttventy-fifth  Infantry. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  20th  day  of  August.  1906. 

Samuel  P.  LroN, 
Caj)tain,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry., 

Trial  Officer,  Summary  Court. 


Fort  Brown,  State  of  Texas: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  one 
Matias  G.  Taniayo,  scavenger  at  Fort  Brown,  Tex.,  who  being  duly 
sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says : 

That  at  about  12.10  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  August  14,  1906,  he  was  in  rear 
of  the  quarters  occupied  by  Company  B,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry ;  that  about  this 
time  a  shot  was  fired  by  some  person  unknown  in  the  street  just  outside  the 
wall  dividing  the  military  reservation  from  the  town  of  Brownsville,  Tex. ;  that 
be  could  hear  the  bullet  and  that  it  appeared  to  be  going  in  the  direction  of  the 
Rio  Grande  River,  about  parallel  to  the  above-mentioned  wall ;  that  immedi- 
ately following  this  one  shot,  a  number  of  other  shots  were  fired,  all  outside 
the  wall. 

Deponent  further  says  that  previous  to  the  shooting  he  saw  no  soldiers  any- 
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where  iu  rear  of  the  quarters  occupied  by  the  companies  of  the  Twenty-flfth 
Infantry,  and  heard  no  talking  or  news  of  any  kind ;  and  that  he  saw  and  heard 
no  shot  or  shots  from  any  of  the  company  barracks. 

Matias  G.  Tamayo, 
Scavenyer,  Fort  Brown,  Tex. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  14th  day  of  August,  1906. 

Samuel  P.  Lyon, 

Captain,  Tiventy --fifth  Infantry,  Summary  Court. 


Fort  Broavn,  Tex.,  August  23,  1906. 
Sergt.  J.  R.  Reid,  Company  B,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  stated  to 
me  that  he  did  not  have  the  call  to  arms  sounded  (he  was  ser- 
geant of  the  guard  on  the  night  of  the  13th  of  August)  until  the 
shots  came  so  fast  that  he  thought  post  was  attacked.  He  stated 
also  that  he  formed  the  guard  before  having  the  call  sounded. 

A.  P.  Blocksom, 
Major,  Inspector-General. 


TESTIMONY  TAKEN  BT  CITIZENS  COMMITTEE  RELATIVE  TO  ACTION  OF 
UNITED  STATES  TROOPS  ON  THE  NIGHT  OF  AUGUST  13  AND  MORNING 
OF  AUGUST  14,  1906. 

Brownsville,  Tex.,  August  IJi,  1906. 

Mr.  George  W.  Randall  takes  the  stand. 

Q.  Tell  what  you  saw  from  the  time  j^our  attention  was  first  at- 
tracted.— A.  Weil,  I  was  sleeping  about  10  o'clock  and  was  woke  up 
by  pistol  shots  fired  close  to  my  house,  about  60  feet  from  garrison, 
inside  of  garrison  wall.  I  got  up  and  went  to  the  window,  my  wife 
with  me.  We  could  see  men  moving  back  and  forth  inside  the  gar- 
rison wall,  and  they  were  shooting.  One  man  in  particular.  I 
watched  the  shots,  seeing  the  fire  leave  the  pistol,  and  it  was  elevated 
up  in  the  air  and  was  being  fired  about  as  fast  as  a  man  can  move 
his  finger.     There  were  other  shots,  but  I  did  not  notice  them. 

Q.  AVliat  time  was  that? — A.  About  10  o'clock,  I  think;  tho  I  did 
not  strike  a  light  to  look.  The  next  move  that  I  saw  and  what  I 
heard  was  one  word — there  was  a  good  deal  of  talking,  but  very 
low— one  man  said  "  There  he  goes,"  and  i\i&y  made  a  move  for  the 
Avail  and  past  out  of  my  sight. 

Q.  Did  they  have  guns  in  their  hands? — A.  I  could  not  tell. 

Q.  Were  they  soldiers? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  could  see  on  the  town  side  of  the  garrison  wall? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  shooting  on  the  town  side  of  the  garrison  wall 
toward  the  garrison  at  the  time  of  the  firing? — A.  No. 

Q.  Then  all  the  shooting  you  saw  was  from  the  inside  of  the  gar- 
rison?— A.  The  shooting   I   saw — and  that  was  thru  the  flash  of 
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the  pistol,  and  every  one  of  those  flashes  was  elevated — did  not  seem 
to  be  shooting  at  anything. 

Q.  "WHien  you  saw  the  flashes  of  fire  could  you  tell  in  what  direc- 
tion such  fire  was? — A.  It  was  elevated. 

Q.  Was  it  toward  town  or  away  from  town? — A.  Toward  town. 

Q.  How  long  did  that  shooting -continue? — A.  I  do  not  think  it 
was  more  than  five  or  six  minutes. 

Q.  Were  there  other  shots  fired  from  the  post  also  later? — A. 
(Not  known.)  The  first  shot  came  from  the  garrison  wall  down 
below  ;  the  next  one  past  thru  my  room  and  went  directly  over  my  bed. 

Q.  How  long  was  that  after  the  first  shot  was  fired? — A.  Five  or 
six  minutes. 

Q.  That  last  shot  that  went  thru  your  house,  judging  from  the 
direction  of  the  shot,  would  you  suppose  it  was  fired  by  somebody 
who  ran  out  of  town  thru  the  alley? — A.  No;  it  could  not  have 
been.  My  house  stands  (motioned  toward  the  fort),  and  the  place 
where  it  went  into  my  house  (motioned  again)  and  the  place  where 
it  went  out  (another  motion)  was  about  6  inches  above  where  it 
went  in.     (Stenographer  can't  comprehend  motions.) 

Q.  iVfter  the  first  shot  was  fired,  how  long  was  it  until  you  heard 
the  last  shot? — A.  I  could  not  tell.  My  wife  said  it  was  between 
a  half  and  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  but  I  think  it  was  not  that  long. 

Q.  The  shot  that  came  thru  your  house  came  from  the  direction  of 
the  garrison? — A.  Yes;  about  the  lower  end  of  the  lower  quarters. 

Q.  That  was  several  minutes  after  the  first  fire? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  it  was  before  or  after  the  bugle  call 
was  sounded  t — A.  It  Avas  after ;  a  long  time  after.  The  first  bugle  call 
that  I  heard — it  was  a  peculiar  call — was  two  or  three  minutes  after 
they  left  the  quarters  and  jumped  the  wall  and  started  this  way. 

Q.  It  was  after  the  bugle  call? — A.  Yes;  and  it  was  quite  a  little 
while  before  that  man  got  the  squad  together  and  came  up  Elizabeth. 

Q.  There  were  two  bugle  calls? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  this  after  the  first  or  second  bugle  call? — A.  The  las't. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anything  of  the  placing  of  a  Gatling  gun  in-  the 
gate  last  night  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  You  were  in  view  of  the  gate  all  the  time? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  could  have  seen  it? — A.  Yes.  (Continued.)  The  first 
shots  that  I  heard  seemed  to  me  as  tho  they  were  a  little  to  the  left. 
AVhen  I  got  up  and  went  to  the  window  I  saw  that  they  were  shoot- 
ing up. 

(Excused.) 

Mr.  O.  J.  Matlock  takes  the  stand. 

Q.  (By  chairman.)  This  committee  is  engaged  in  investigating 
what  occurred  last  night.  It  has  been  stated  that  some  soldier 
addrest  you  and  told  you  that  it  would  be  dangerous  for  you  to  go  up 
the  street  after  10  o'clock. — A.  No;  no  one  addrest  me  that  way.  The 
only  conversation  that  I  had  was  with  the  commander  of  Company  B 
(I  think  it  was) ,  and  he  said  that  his  instructions  were  to  keep  his  men 
in  at  night  and  that  he  was  going  to  call  them  back.  I  had  no  talk 
with  a  soldier,  and  knew  nothing  of  it,  except  that  there  was  a  little 
strange  situation  on  account  of  the  affair  Sunday  night. 

Q,  Where  were  you  during  this  shooting? — A.  Behind  the  guard- 
house, at  Mrs.  Johnson's  house. 
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Q.  Did  you  see  anybody  do  any  shooting? — A.  No.  I  went  up  to 
the  guardhouse  to  see  what  was  the  matter.  They  said  they  did  not 
know,  and  came  near  running  their  bayonets  into  me,  they  were  so 
excited.     They  said  they  knew  nothing  about  it. 

Q.  Do  vou'know  anj^thing  about  the  roll  call  there  last  night? — 
A.  No. 

Q.  Anything  about  the  guns  ? — A.  No ;  except  what  I  have  heard. 

Q.  Did  you  make  the  statement  that  the  guns  have  not  been  returned 
to  the  racks  yet? — A.  No;  for  I  don't  know  anything  about  it.  I 
had  a  talk  with  some  of  the  officers  this  morning  and  they  told  me 
that  the  guns  had  not  been  tampered  with.  They  had  an  idea  that 
the  guns  could  not  he  gotten  hold  of  except  for  drill  purposes. 

Q.  Is  that  still  their  idea?— A.  No;  I  think  not. 

Q.  ITow  long  would  it  take  a  man  to  go  from  the  officers'  quarters 
over  to  the  men's  quarters? — A.  They  were  in  bed,  and,  having  to 
dress,  it  would  take  maybe  eight  minutes  to  get  their  clothes  on  and 
get  over  there.     Maybe  all  of  eight  minutes. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  that  might  be  of  the  slightest  help  to 
this  committee  ?— A.  No ;  nobody  out  there  knows  anything  about  it. 
The  general  opinion  is  that  they  will  never  know  anything  about  it  as 
long  as  they  stay  here,  unless  one  of  them  gets  full  and  tells  it. 

Q.  Did  you  state  that  you  were  told  not  to  go  out  that  night? — A. 
Yes;  I  was  washing  my  hands  when  the  shooting  commenced,  and  I 
went  up  there  and  they  were  very  excited  and  told  me  I  had  better 
get  back  into  the  house  or  I  mi^ht  get  hurt. 

Q.  That  was  while  the  shooting  was  going  on? — A.  Yes;  I  started 
to  go,  and  they  said,  "  Don't  go  yet  a  while."     So  I  waited. 

Q.  Was  the  officer  of  the  guard  there? — A.  There  is  no  officer  of 
the  guard,  except  the  noncommissioned  officer.  He  was  on  his  round. 
I  heard  him  make  his  round  about  11  o'clock. 

Q.  If  there  was  a  gTiard  on.  last  night  did  not  he  know  any- 
body who  went  into  or  out  of  the  post  ? — A.  No ;  he  might  be  around 
the  barracks  and  a  person  could  come  in  the  ^ate. 

Q.  But  if  they  had  a  special  patrol?  With  that  they  should  be 
able  to  keep  people  out  ? 

(Answer  not  known.) 

Q.  I  understand  there  was  one  man  with  each  squad  who  has  entire 
charge  of  the  arms  and  ammunition.  If  any  arms  or  ammunition 
went  out  of  there,  or  went  in,  he  was  bound  to  know  ? — A.  He  ought 
to  know  it,  if  he  w^as  up  all  night.  If  he  was  in  bed  he  might  be 
misled. 

Q.  These  arms  are  under  lock  and  key  and  this  party  has  charge 
of  the  key  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  he  should  be  responsible? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  A  guard  who  w'ould  be  up  at  the  end  of  the  third  quarters,  it 
would  be  an  easy  matter  for  any  number  of  men  to  jump  the  fence 
before  he  could  get  back  and  see  who  they  were? — A.  Yes.  It  is 
about  500  yards. 

Q.  AVliat  Gatling  gun  is  there  in  the  fort  ? — A.  There  is  only  one, 
but  it  was  not  got  out. 

(Mr.  Kelly  stated:)  It  was  a  very  old  gun — one  of  the  guns  that 
was  on  the  old  Bravo  in  1872. 

(Witness  excused.) 
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Mr.  Jose  Martinez  called  to  stand. 

Q.  You  know  the  object  of  this  committee.  Just  state  what  you 
know  or  what  you  saw. 

(Question  of  speaking  English  raised.  Interpreter  dispensed 
with.) 

Q.  Where  were  you  last  night  ?— A.  In  my  room  m  Mr.  Randall  s 
house,  right  behind  the  telegraph  office  (pointed  out  place  on  map). 
On  alley  fronting  the  post  in  block  61. 

Q.  Were  you  there  last  night?— A.  Yes;  I  was  reading  the  paper 
when  I  heard  four  shots. 

Q.  What  kind  of  shots;  pistol  or  rifle?— A.  Gun  shots. 
Q.  AMiere  were  they?— A.  Inside  the  quarters.     I  hear  the  noise 
like  somebody — big  crowd — jump  the  fence. 

Q.  About  how  many  ? — A.  I  could  not  see  him ;  I  hear. 
Q.  Well,  more  or  less?— A.  About  20. 
Q.  Did  they  have  guns  in  their  hands? — A.  Yes. 
Q.  AVere  they  negroes  or  white  men  ? — A.  Negroes. 
Q.  Did  you  see  their  uniforms?— A.  No;  I  saw  their— what  you 
call  it?— btdk.     I  could  see  them  shooting  this  way  (makes  motion  at 
hips).     I  could  hear  men  come  up  Elizabeth  street  and  other  men  go 
down  the  alle}^ 

Q.  How  many  shots  did  you  hear,  more  or  less? — A.  I  could  not 
tell ;  about  forty  or  fifty. 

Q.  Was  that  before  or  after  the  first  bugle  call?  Did  you  hear  the 
bugle  call  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  these  men  come  over  before  or  after?— A.  They  shot  and 
th(»n  the  bugle. 

Q.  Then  you  heard  other  shots?— A.  Yes. 
Q.  Then  a  second  bugle  call? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  long  was  it  between  the  two  bugle  calls? — A.  I  think  it 
was  about  three  minutes. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  them  call  a  roll  on  the  other  side?— A.  No;  I 
was  sleeping  by  that  time. 

Q.  Could  vou  hear  these  soldiers  talking  any? — A.  Yes. 
Q.  AMiat  did  they  say  ?— A.  I  did  not  pay  any  attention  to  them. 
Q.  Do  vou  remeniber  anything  they  said  ? — A.  No. 
Q.  Didthev  curse?— A.'^Yes. 

Q.  Were  they  drunk  or  not?— A.  I  could  not  tell  you. 
Q.  Did  you  see  said  men  (Kibbe's  question)  go  back? — A.  No. 
Q.  Can  vou  show  us  on  the  map  where  the  first  crost  the  wall? — 
A.   (Goes  to  map  and  points.)   They  jumped  over  the  wall  all  along. 
Q.  Did  they  have  guns  in  their  hands?— A.  Yes.     I  was  standing 
in  the  door. 

Q.  Were  they  inside  or  outside  the  wall  when  the  first  shots  were 
fired? — A.  Inside. 

Q.  Then  they  jumped  over  the  wall  and  ran  uptown? — A.  Yes. 
Q.  All  of  them  with  guns?— A.  Most  of  them  I  saw  with  guns. 
Q.  Some    of    them    ran    straight    up    the    alley.     Do    you    know 
whether  any  of  them  ran  up  Washington  street?— A.  I  don't  know. 
I  blow  out  my  light. 

Q.  Have  you  any  idea  how  many  men  crost  that  wall? — A.  1 
saw  about  twenty  men.  I  don't  know  how  many  of  them  jumped 
the  wall. 
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Q.  Did  3'ou  see  the  soldiers  when  the}'  came  back  to  the  gar- 
rison?— A.  No. 

Q.  Did  3^ou  see  an}-  of  them  come  up  Elizabeth  street? — A.  I 
could  not  see  them ;  I  hear  them  come  up  Elizabeth. 

Q.  Did  3'ou  hear  any  shots  from  the  town  side  before  you  heard 
them  on  the  inside? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  live  about  30  feet  from  the  garrison  wall? — -A.  Yes. 
{Some  one  ventured  the  information  that  it  is  just  36  feet.) 

Q.  Were  these  four  shots  that  you  heard  first  all  the  shooting  that 
took  place  until  they  past  your  house? — A.  No;  when  they  jumped 
the  fence  they  commenced  shooting. 

Q.  Which  way  were  they  shooting? — A.  This  way. 

Q.  The  guns  were  shooting  straight? — A.  Yes.  Maybe  some  of 
them  Avere  elevated. 

Q.  That  is  all  you  know  about  it? — A.  That  is  all. 

Q.  There  were  quite  a  number  of  shots  fired  before  the  first 
bugle? — A.  Four. 

Q.  Were  there  not  more  shots  than  that  before  the  first  bugle 
call?— A.  No. 

Q.  They  continued  until  the  second  bugle  calU — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Were  there  any  after  the  second  bugle  call? — A.  Yes;  lots  of 
them. 

(Excused.) 

Mr.  Martinez  was  recalled  on  the  morning  of  the  1-Lth,  and 
testified  as  foUow^s : 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  running  up  and  down  in  the  post? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  them  talking? — A.  Yes;  Aery  Ioav. 

Q.  In  the  barracks? — A.  Inside  the  wall;    not  in  the  house. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  running? — A.  Yes;  jumping  the  wall.  Previ- 
ous to  the  first  fire  I  heard  no  shots  from  the  toAvn.  The  first  were 
fired  from  inside  the  garrison  wall. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  men  form? — A.  (Asks  meaning  of  "form.") 
No;    they  ran. 

(Excused  again.) 

Mr.  Adolph  Bolack  (HebreAv)  takes  the  stand. 

Q.  NoAv,  tell  what  you  knoAv. — A.  Well,  my  wife  and  daughter 
hear  the  shooting  and  come  arunning  out  in  the  dining  room  and  got 
frightened.  I  was  coming  out  to  see  Avhat  was  coming  on,  but  she 
would  not  let  me.  I  went  to  my  window  and  saAv  Dominguez  and 
two  policemen  go  by.  I  holler,  but  Dominguez  did  not  hear  me. 
After  they  got  by  they  commenced  shooting  again.  And  that  is  all 
I  knoAv.  In  about  three  minutes  the  shooting  commenced  in  the 
alley. 

Q.  Could  you  see  anyone  shooting  ? — A.  Saw  nothing. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  command  given? — A.  No;  my  daughter 
heard  them  talking  when  they  past  the  window,  and  they  were 
negroes. 

Q.  ITow  many  shots  were  fired? — A.  At  least  forty  or  fifty. 

Q.  Is  that  all  you  knoAv  ? — A.  Yes. 

(Excused.) 
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(Mr.  BoLACK  returned  shortly  to  announce  that  he  had  seen  a  man 
who  did  see  the  soldiers.     Thanked  and  excused  again.) 

Mr.  A.  Baker  called  to  stand. 

Q.  Just  tell  what  you  know. — A.  I  heard  shooting  during  the 
night ;   don't  know  exactly  what  hour. 

Q.  Was  it  a  pistol  or  rifle? — A.  It  sounded  like  a  pistol.  I 
jumped  up  and  my  brother  came  out  and  asked  what  it  was.  We 
climbed  up  on  a  tank  and  looked  over  into  the  fort.  The  shooting 
commenced.  There  were  four  or  five  shots  near  the  wall.  Then 
they  connnenced  shooting  uptown. 

Q.  AMiere  do  vou  live?^ — A.  Near  the  old  ice  plant,  in  lot  9,  block 
59,  I  think. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  men  cross  the  wall? — A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  hearing  a  bugle  call? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  the  firing  before  or  after  the  bugle  call? — ^A.  There  were 
some  shots  before  the  bugle  call;  then  the  bugle;  then  more  shots; 
then  the  bugle  call ;  then  more  shots.  I  heard  the  men  run  down 
the  stairs,  like  they  were  coming  to  a  fire,  and  some  one  hollered, 
"  Fall  in  line,"  and  then,  "  March,"  and  they  went  uptown. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  the  roll  call? — A.  Yes;  about  half  an  hour  after 
they  got  back — a  half  or  three-quarters  of  an  hour  after  the  firing 
ceased  and  they  went  back  to  the  post. 

Q.  From  where  you  were,  could  vou  look  down  in  the  allev? — A. 
Yes. 

Q.  At  the  time  of  the  firing,  or  within  five  minutes  after  the 
firing,  did  you  see  anyone  running  through  the  alley? — A.  No. 

Q.  Were  you  expecting  trouble  last  night? — A.  Yes.  Yesterday 
evening,  about  6  o'clocic,  two  soldiers  came  up  to  the  house  and 
asked  if  Mr.  Baker  lived  there.  Then  they  said  they  wanted  a 
big,  broad-shouldered  fellow,  who  said  he  was  from  Georgia.  So 
we  got  our  arms  and  guarded  our  residence. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  the  shot  that  Mr.  Randall  spoke  of  having 
gone  thru  his  room? — A.  Yes;  I  heard  it  whistle. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  the  flash  of  any  guns  toward  the  fort? — A.  No. 

Q.  If  they  had  had  a  roll  call  you  could  have  heard  it?— A.  Yes; 
I  heard  the  last  one  and  heard  nearly  every  name  called. 

Q.  AVhy  were  you  noticing  this? — A.  After  they  had  the  other 
trouble  the  officer'told  him  to  report  to  him  and  that  he  would  have 
a  roll  call  and  get  who  was  out.  So  I  noticed  for  the  roll  call  this 
time. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  the  shooting  up  in  town? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  How' many  shots  did  j^ou  hear? — A.  One  hundred  and  fifty, 
maybe  two  hundred.     It  lookt  like  volleys  of  them  were  being  fired. 

(Excused.) 

Mr.  A.  C.  MooRE  takes  stand.     (Proprietor  of  Miller  Hotel.) 

Q.  This  committee  is  sitting  for  the  purpose  of  getting  informa- 
tion that  will  place  the  saddle  on  the  right  horse.  You  are  running 
the  Miller  Hotel?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Are  there  any  bullet  holes  in  the  hotel? — A.  Yes;  about  six. 

Q.  Shot  by  whom?— A.  By  people;  last  night. 

Q.  What  time?— A.  About  12. 
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Q.  Did  3'ou  see  anyone  shoot? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  hear? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Tell  what  you  know.— A.  The  first  shooting  started  down  by 
the  garrison.  The  shooting  still  continued,  and  they  came  up  the 
alley  right  by  our  rooms.  They  gave  the  command  here  and  fired. 
Then  they  came  out  on  Elizabeth  street.  There  they  gave  the  same 
command  again — '•Halt;  fire!'" 

Q.  Could  "you  tell  who  they- were — negroes  or  white  people? — A. 
Well,  it  Avas  a  good,  strong  voice  and  English  spoken. 

Q.  Could  you  see  them  ?— A.  No ;  I  could  not  leave  my  wife ;  she 
was  in  hysterics. 

Q.  You  heard  those  commands?— A.  Yes;  and  heard  them  say, 
"  There  goes  the  son  of  a  bitch,"  and  something  else,  "  Get  him !  " 

Q.  Could  you  say  whether  it  was  a  negro's  voice? — A.  I  think  it 
was.     It  was  very  coarse. 

Q.  After  the  command  what  did  they  do? — A.  Well  they  ran  on 
down,  and  there  was  a  shot  or  two  fired  then. 

Q.  Toward  the  corner  of  Thirteenth  and  the  hotel? — A.  Yes. 
Then  they  gave  another  command.  The  best  that  I  could  locate  it 
was  from"^this  corner  opposite  the  hotel.  Then  they  fired,  and  must 
have  fired  that  volley  at  the  hotel,  for  there  are  the  bullet  holes  show- 
ing that  they  must  have  been  shot  from  that  corner.  One  of  them 
past  thru  a  window  facing  and  thru  a  door  and  struck  the  wall. 

Q.  Have  you  got  any  of  those  bullets? — A.  Yes;  I  gave  them  to 
Fred.  Combe. 

Q.  "What  were  they? — A.  Steel  jackets. 

Q.  How  many  shots  did  you  hear? — A.  About  50. 

Q.  Where  did  they  shoot  the  policeman — right  here  (pointing  out 
of  window  of  Wells'"office)  ?— A.  I  do  not  know,  but  they  were  bound 
to  have  shot  him  when  they  came  out  of  the  alley,  for  then  they  hol- 
lowed, "  There  goes  the  son  of  a  bitch ;  get  him  !  "  Then  I  picked  up 
a  lot  of  bidlets  (meaning  cartridges,  evidently)  in  the  alley,  empty 
and  loaded. 

Q.  "Wliat  were  thev? — A.  1205,  new  army  gun.  Springfield  model. 

Q.  That  is  all  you  know  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  any  of  your  guests  actually  saw 
the  negro  soldiers?— A.  Yes;  Mr.  Borden  and  Mr.  Chase  had  their 
heads  out  of  the  window  and  saw  the  squad  of  five  or  six.  They 
shot  just  about  then,  and  the  bullets  hit  right  close  to  the  window. 
One  bullet  came  thru  the  screen,  and  when  it  hit  the  window  went 
straight  up. 
(Excused.) 

Mr.  Epolita  Martinez  called  to  the  stand,  but,  as  he  was  called  to 
verify  a  rumor  concerning  a  soldier's  remarks  in  his  (Martinez') 
drinking  place,  which  he  denied  the  truth  of,  his  statements  are  ex- 
cluded from  record. 

Mr.  C.  S.  Canada  called  to  the  stand. 

Q.  We  are  inquiring  into  the  matter  of  last  night  with  a  view  to 
ascertaining  who  the  guilty  parties  are.  We  know  they  were  negro 
soldiers.  If  there  is  anything  that  would  throw  any  light  on  the 
subject  we  would  like  to  have  it.— A.  I  did  not  see  a  single  man  that 
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I  am  sure.  My  room  is  up  on  third  floor.  As  soon  as  the  shooting 
began  I  went  down  on  second  floor  and  went  out  on  the  gallery.  I 
saw  that  policeman  and  saw  that  the  horse  was  wounded.  He  stag- 
gered and  fell.  I  could  tell  by  his  rather  dark  clothes  that  he  was  an 
officer. 

Q.  Could  you  see  who  fired  the  shots? — A.  No;  I  could  not  give 
any  description  of  the  men.  I  could  hear  the  peculiar  click  of  the 
gun.  and  I  would  swear  it  was  a  rifle. 

Q.  Could  you  tell  whether  it  was  an  ordinary  rifle  or  a  Krag? — 
A.  They  were  the  same  as  the  shots  fired  in  the  alley. 

Q.  You  could  not  hear  them  say  anything? — A.  Perhaps,  if  I  had 
been  listening  for  that  purpose  alone. 

Q.  How  many  shots  were  fired  from  the  corner  at  the  horse? — A. 
At  least  three. 

Q.  How  many  in  all  did  you  hear? — ^A.  Not  less  than  150;  Y>er- 
liaps  200.     Between ^those  two  numbers.     It  is  more  or  less  a  guess. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  commands?  Hear  "  Fire,"  or  anything  that 
way  ? — A.  The  only  thing  I  heard  them  say  was,  "  We  got  him," 
when  the  horse  fell. 

Q.  Did  5'ou  see  or  hear  anything  that  would  lead  you  to  believe 
that  they  were  negro  soldiers? — A.  Nothing  except  the  general  tenor 
of  the  affair. 

Q.  The  next  firing  Avas  up  the  street? — A.  Yes;  they  went  on  up 
the  street  iiring. 

Q.  From  the  tone  of  the  voice  that  you  heard  make  the  remark, 
"  We  got  him,"  were  they  Americans  or  Mexicans  ? — A.  I  think  they 
Avere  negroes.  I  was  raised  among  them  and  know  their  voices 
pretty  well. 

(Excused.) 


said  in  regard  to  the  shooting  (made  in  presence  of  Judge  John 
Bartlett)  : 

That  about  the  middle  of  the  night  of  August  13  he  was  standing 
at  a  Avindow  of  his  room  in  the  Miller  Hotel  and  he  heard  a  squad 
of  men  coming  down  the  alley;  that  they  arriA'ed  at  the  corner  of 
the  alley  and  he  recognized  that  they  were  Hve  negro  soldiers;  that 
when  they  arriA^ed  at  the  intersection  of  Thirteenth  street  and  this 
alley  one.  apparently  in  command,  gave  the  order,  "  There  he  goes ; 
shoot  him."  That  immediately  a  volley  Avas  fired,  and  then  one  of 
the  men  leA^eled  his  piece  at  the  AA'indow  and  fired,  the  bullet  passing 
thru  the  casing  and  going  into  the  ceiling  directly  over  his  head. 
One  of  his  children  fell  to  the  floor  and  he  thought  it  was  shot.  His 
wife  was  present  at  the  windoAv. 

(Judge  Bartlett  affirmed  statement.) 

Victorian  A  Fernandez,  policeman,  takes  stand. 

Q.  State  what  you  saw. — A.  I  Avas  asleep  at  Washington  street.  I 
was  on  day  watch  and  was  sleeping.  I  heard  a  single  shot.  I  do 
not  knoAv  whether  six-shooter  or  gun.  I  Avent  doAvn  town,  doAvn  the 
street,  and  saw  tAvo  men  shoot  at  me.  Do  not  knoAv  whether  citizens 
or  soldiers.  I  turned  across  the  street  into  the  alley.  They  shot  at 
me  affain. 
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Q.  Did  YOU  shoot  back  ?— A.  No ;  had  no  chance.  They  shot  at  me 
the  third  time— three  men  with  big  guns.  I  shot  back.  They  were 
drest  in  khaki  pants. 

Q.  You  can  tell  these  army  guns  when  they  shoot  ?— A.    i  es. 

Q.  These  were  arniY  guns  ?^ — A.  Yes. 

I  came  on  Sixteenth  street.  I  saw  a  crowd  at  Mr.  Tillman's  sa- 
loon.    I  went  inside  and  found  Frank  Natus  lying  down  dead. 

Q.  How  many  shots  did  you  hear  last  night  altogether  ?— A. 
About  fiftv. 

Q.  Did  you  knoAV  any  soldiers  that  fired  ?— A.  No. 

(Excused.) 

Mr.  Starck  called. 

Q.  Tell  what  you  know.— A.  I  don't  know  that  I  can  help  you 
much.  About  half  past  12  last  night  I  was  awakened  by  a  vol- 
ley being  fired  into  mv  home.  One  of  the  shots  past  right  over  our 
beds,  thru  both  our  i3edroom  and  my  children's  bedroom.  I  saw 
man  running  down  the  street  coming  this  way.  He  had  a  rifle  in 
his  hand  in  about  this  position  (motions  at  shoulder).  I  came  to 
the  window  and  saw  an  object  behind  the  trees  at  Mr.  Turk's  and 
was  about  to  come  down  on  him  when  I  recognized  him  as  one  of  the 
policemen. 

Q.  Were  you  able  to  identify  any  of  them  as  bemg  negroes  ^— A. 
No. 

Q.  You  only  saw  one  man  ?— A.  Yes ;  but  there  were  more  than 
one,  for  there  was  a  volley. 

Q.  How  many  shots  did  you  hear  before  and  after?— A.  I  could 
not  say  exactly— fifty  or  a  hundred.  I  heard  a  lot  of  shooting  after 
the  bugle  call  at  the  post. 

Q.  "When  were  the  shots?— A.  Just  after  the  bugle  call.  The  first 
shooting  was  after  the  bugle  call. 

(Excused.) 

Mr.  C.  C.  Madison  takes  the  stand. 

Q.  We  are  here  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  information  touching 
what  happened  last  night.  Tell  us  everything  you  know  about  it. 
Who  you  saw  shoot,  if  anybody.— A.  We  (Mr.  Madison  was  accom- 
panied by  another  tinner  and  could  not  be  induced  to  converse  m 
anything"^  but  the  first  person  plural)  did  not  see  anything.  The 
shooting  took  place  10  or  15  feet  from  where  we  were  sleeping 
and  we  could  hear  them  throw  the  cartridges  in  the  guns.  They 
were  Springfield  guns.  I  know  what  they  sound  like  when  a  car- 
tridge is  throYv-n  into  them,  and  I  heard  a  low  whistle  and  heard 
somebodv  hollow  "  Halt !  " 

Q.  How  many  shots  did  you  hear?— A.  Twenty  or  thirty  in  the 
alley  and  many  more  in  the  city. 

Q.  Did  vou'hear  the  men  talk?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Were  they  Americans  or  Mexicans? — A.  They  were  negroes. 

Q.  Were  you  sleeping  on  ground  floor  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Doors  open  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Could  you  see  anything  when  you  looked  out? — A.  No;  but  we 
never  put  our  heads  out. 

Q.  AVhere  did  you  hear  them  say  "  Halt?  "—A.  Out  in  the  lot. 
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Q.  How  many  were  there? — A.  Seven  or  eight. 

Q.  AVhich  way  did  they  go  ? — A.  Toward  the  livery  stable. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  in  the  service? — A.  Yes;  five  years,  and  I  know 
the  sound  of  cartridges  Avhen  they  are  thrown  in. 

Q.  Did  you  see  or  hear  anything  that  would  lead  you  to  believe 
that  they  were  negro  soldiers? — A.  Yes;  I  know  by  their  talk  that 
they  were  negroes. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  soldiers? — A.  No. 

(Committee  adjourned  until  9  o'clock  Wednesday,  the  15th.) 

Committee  convened  at  9.30  Wednesday,  the  15th  of  October 
[August],  1906,  and  to  begin  business  had — 

Mr.  J.  P.  McDonald  called  to  the  stand. 

Q.  We  are  here  to  get  what  information  we  can  that  will  throw 
light  on  the  circumstance. — A.  I  board  on  the  little  block  next  the 
garrison,  about  the  middle.  I  knew  there  was  bitter  feeling  in  town 
and  thought  that  if  they  caught  any  negro  soldiers  up  town  they 
might  to  [sic]  them  up.  So  I  laid  awake;  never  pulled  off  my 
shoes.  When  the  first  fire  started  I  jumped  up.  There  were  from 
six  to  ten  shots  on  Elizabeth  street ;  then  they  ceased.  I  went  down 
the  street  to  the  next  block  and  on  to  the  alley  and  stopt  on  the 
corner.  The  shooting  commenced  again  just  inside  the  garrison  wall. 
Then  I  saw  some  men  assembled  by  the  garrison  wall  near  the  tele- 
graph office.  There  were  about  20  men.  I  don't  know  where  they 
came  from;  did  not  see  them  scale  the  wall  or  come  thru  the  gate. 
T  think  they  were  in  trousers  and  shirts.  I  don't  know  whether 
they  were  negroes  or  white  men,  but  they  were  United  States  sol- 
diers. They  went  into  the  alley  where  I  first  stopt  (I  had  moved 
back)  and  commenced  shooting".  I  was  30  or  40  steps  from  them. 
Five  or  six  men  went  up  that  alley,  and  I  could  see  their  guns  dis- 
tinctly. I  did  not  hear'  any  roll  call,  but  I  went  home  soon  after 
that  and  then  came  down  town. 

Doctor  Thorxe  called. 

Q.  Tell  the  committee  what  you  know.— A.  I  know  nothing  ex- 
cept what  I  heard.  I  heard  the  firing  when  it  commenced,  and  sup- 
posed there  was  a  rampage.  I  was  in  bed.  There  was  only  a  thin 
wall  between  me  and  the  alley.  I  heard  one  man  say,  "There  he 
goes,"  or, "  There  they  go,"  or  "  There  he  is;  "  then  another  spoke  in 
a  loud  voice,  "  Give  them,  or  him,  hell,"  and  louder  still,  "  God 
damn  him."  It  was  a  negro's  voice.  Three  bullets  went  into  my 
house.  I  did  not  hear  them  go  back  down  that  alley,  for  I  got  up 
and  went  down  town. 

(Excused.) 

Herbert  Elkiks  called  to  stand. 

Q.  You  know  the  object  of  this  meeting.  We  know  that  this  out- 
rage was  committed  by  negro  soldiers.  We  want  any  information 
that  will  lead  to  a  discovery  of  whoever  did  it— A.  About  fifteen 
minutes  before  the  shooting  came  up  I  went  up  to  my  room  in  the 
Lahay  Hotel,  second  story  back.  When  the  shooting  commenced  I 
got  and  sat  in  the  window.    They  came  up  the  street;  two  of  them 
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seemed  to  be  in  the  lead.  There  were  five  or  six.  I  could  swear  they 
were  negro  soldiers.  The}^  emptied  their  guns  into  Mr.  Cowan's 
house  and  then  split  up,  and  part  of  them  went  up  Elizabeth  street. 
One  of  them  got  into  a  mudhole  and  hollered  for  the  others  to  go 
around  the  other  way.  They  wore  khaki  pants,  regulation  blue 
shirts,  and  belts.  The  two  in  advance  were  small  black  negroes, 
none  of  them  over  5  feet  6.  I  might  recognize  the  voice  of  the  one 
that  got  into  the  mudhole,  and  think  I  could  recognize  him,  but 
maybe  I  could  not  pick  him  out.  They  did  not  turn  back  when  the 
bugle  call  sounded,  but  went  on,  and  in  a  little  while  they  came  back. 
I  saw  them  shoot  into  Mr.  Cowan's  house  once,  and  I  think  they  shot 
into  it  three  times.  They  got  back  to  the  barracks  before  the  roll 
call  and  I  think  before  the  squad  went  out  in  town.  Wlien  the  squad 
went  back  I  was  standing  with  Mrs.  Lahay  at  her  front  gate,  and 
the  squad  past  within  a  few  feet  of  us.  One  little  black  negro, 
who  I  took  to  be  the  same  one  that  got  into  the  mudhole  when  they 
Were  shooting  into  Mrs.  Cowan's  house,  said,  "  We'll  kill  the  rest  of 
the  sons  of  bitches  to-morrow."  I  heard  the  policeman  shoot  up- 
town; could  tell  it  because  the  shots  were  dull. 
(Excused.) 

Macedonio  Ramirez  called  to  stand.  (Policeman  on  duty  that 
night.) 

Q.  You  were  with  Joe  Dominguez  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  shooting  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  soldiers  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  many  ? — A.  Five  or  six. 

Q.  Where  were  you? — A.  When  the  first  shots  were  fired  I  was 
standing  at  the  corner  of  the  Alamo  alley.  AVlien  I  heard  the  shots 
I  ran  to  the  next  corner.  I  then  ran  down  Washington  street  until 
I  reached  Mr.  Bolack's  corner  J  "Wlien  I  reached  Bolack's  corner  I 
met  the  lieutenant  police  and  Padron  coming  from  the  direction  of 
the  garrison.  I  asked  the  lieutenant  police  what  was  up.  He  said 
he  did  not  know.  He  supjDosed  the  soldiers  were  firing.  As  we 
turned  the  corner — the  lieutenant  police  was  ahead,  Padron  was  be- 
hind him,  and  I  was  behind  Padron — we  heard  one  or  two  shots 
from  the  corner  of  the  hotel.  As  we  came  near  the  alley  we  heard 
the  locks  of  the  guns  that  they  were  loading.  ^^Hien  we  were  in  front 
of  Mr.  Wells'  office  five  or  six  soldiers  appeared  at  the  corner  of  the 
alley.  One  of  them  said,  "  Here  he  goes ;  shoot  him,"  and  three 
or  four  shot  at  Domingo,  and  one  of  them  remarked.  "  Give  it  to 
him."  None  of  us  shot.  Padron  went  up  Washington  street,  and  I 
went  up  Thirteenth  street.  When  I  reached  the  house  where  Mr. 
Carson  keeps,  they  shot  my  hat  off.  I  heard  them  shoot  in  the  direc- 
tion in  which  the  other  policeman  ran.  I  ran  up  that  way  and  came 
back  down  on  Elizabeth  street  and  intercepted  the  company.  I  was 
standing  on  Crichell's  sidewalk;  the  company  was  in  the  middle 
of  the  street,  and  Marcellus  was  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street. 
One  of  the  men  called  the  attention  of  the  captain  to  the  fact  that 
there  was  a  man  in  the  street  with  a  gun  in  his  hand.  Marcellus 
Daugherty  stated  that  he  was  an  officer  of  the  law.  He  ordered  them 
to  march,  and  they  stood  still.  Then  he  ordered  them  the  second 
time,  and  they  marched.     Some  of  the  men  had  their  ffuns  on  their 
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shoulders,  and  some  of  them  carried  their  guns  in  their  hands.  They 
were  talking  and  seemed  to  be  in  a  bad  humor.  They  said  some- 
thing to  their  captain  when  he  ordered  them  to  march,  and  he  ordered 
them  a  second  time,  and  they  marched  on.  ^^  They  had  stopt,  and 
said,  "  There  is  a  man  with  a  gun  in  his  hand.-' 
(Excused.) 

(Mr.  Smith,  working  for  the  committee  in  the  capacity  of  stenog- 
rapher, as  a  matter  of  courtesy,  asked  to  be  excused  in  order  to  tran- 
scribe his  notes  before  the  time  set  for  his  departure  from  the  city. 
^Vliereupon  he  was  excused.) 

(renaro  Padron^s  testimony. — My  name  is  Genaro  Padron.     City 
policeman  of  the  city  of  Brownsville.     On  the  night  of  the  13th  in- 
stant about  12  o'clock  I  was  at  the  corner  of  the  Merchants"  National 
Bank,  when  I  first  heard  some  shots  in  the  direction  of  the  garrision. 
It  was  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Brown.     I  was  then  starting  up 
Elizabeth  street  with  Florencio  Briseno;  ran  very  fast  toward  the 
garrison,  and  then  as  I  A^as  passing  Mr.  Tillman's  saloon  I  asked  him 
if  he  had  a  gun,  and  he  said  that'he  had  only  a  .45  caliber,  which  I 
took.     I   ran   in   the    same   direction,   up   the   street   with   Briseno, 
turned  the  other  street,  ;nid  went  near  the  corner  of  Bolack's  house, 
and  then  went  up  his  side  of  the  house  and  turned  the  corner  and 
went  into  the  Pecina's  yard.     Before  that  I  had  met  Lieutenant- 
Policeman  Ygnacio  Doniinguez,  who  was  in  then  in  front  of  me.     I 
then  came;  next,  and  Macedonio  Ramirez  was  behind  me.     I  told  him 
''  You  had  better  not  cross  that  alley,  for  the  soldiers  are  firing  from 
m  there,"  and  he  then  crost  the  alley  and  was  looking  in  the  direc- 
tion I  had  told  him  the  soldiers  were,  and  at  that  moment  they  came 
out  and  oi)ened  fire  on  Dominguez.     As  I  said  before,  I  was  behind 
Dominguez  and  Macedonio  Ramirez  was  behind  me.     I  could  hear 
the  soldiers  were  talking.     I  then  came  around  the  corner  and  looked 
about,  but  T  did  not  see  anvbody.     I  then  saw  the  lieutenant  police, 
Dominguez,  cross  the  alley  and  Macedonio  and  myself  coming  right 
behind.     After  the  lieutenant  policeman,  Dominguez,  had  gone  across 
I  could  see  the  flashes  of  the  guns  giving  the  reflection  on  the  glass 
windows  of  the  opposite  building.     And  then  I  saw  the  lieutenant 
police,  Dominguez,  go  in  a  walk  on  his  horse  crossing  the  alley,  when 
I  then  heard  a  soldier  say :  ''  There  he  goes."    I  then  backed  a  little, 
but  I  could  never  see  Macedonio  Ramirez  after  that.    T  was  trying  all 
the  time  to  find  out  where  he  had  gone.     AVlien  the  soldiers  came  out 
of  the  alley  thev  turned  their  guns  and  fired.    There  must  have  been 
three  or  four  of  them.     Then   about   three  more  came  out  at   the 
corner  of  Bolack's  house  out  into  the  street  and  fired  on  Dominguez. 
After  that  I  backed  and  fired  my  pistol  at  them,  and  then  they  fired 
on  me.     At  that  time  I  turned  "toward  the  Sahualla's  store,  Wash- 
ington street,  and  saw  that  they  were  about  seven  or  eight  soldiers, 
armed  with  rifles,  going  in  the  middle  of  the  street,  and  I  then  took 
said  Washington   street,  hiding  and   walking   in   the   dark,  taking 
behind  the  trees  that  are  on  the  sidewalk,  and  then  they  fired  another 
volley.     When  I  got  near  a  big  nogul  (walnut) tree  they  recognized 
me  and  they  fired  again  at  me,  but  I  kept  backing  and  backing  every 
time  until  I  got  to  the  corner  of  Sahualla's  store,  but  I  keeping  m  the 
shadow  all  the  time,  taking  the  sidewalk  of  Nicolas  Lopez'  store, 
then  turned  around  toward  Miguel  Fernandez"  store,  when  at  that 
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lime  I  heard  some  one  speaking,  who  asked  me  what  it  was,  and  I 
looked  over  ni}-  head  and  saw  it  was  somebody,  and  I  then  told  him 
that  the  soldiers  had  broken  out  of  the  post,  firing  upon  the  police 
force.  I  then  went  up  to  the  corner  of  the  First  National  Bank, 
turned  there,  and  went  toward  the  Merchants'  National  Bank  and 
got  behind  a  thick  post — the  thickest  one  that  was  around  there.  I 
then  heard  that  some  was  knocking  at  the  store  of  McDonald's  store 
and  went  in  that  direction  and  asked  him,  "Who  is  that?"'  And 
he  replied,  "  It's  the  Mayor,  Federico  Combe,"  and  we  then  walked 
up  the  street  toward  the  Merchants'  National  Bank,  and  I  then  told 
him  that  the  soldiers  had  broken  out  of  the  garrison,  and  perhaps 
Lieutenant  Police  Ygnacio  Dominguez  was  hurt,  as  I  had  left  hiin 
some  few  moments  before.  I  did  not  know  where  he  was.  We  then 
came  in  the  same  direction  of  the  street.  By  that  time  people  were 
congregating  on  the  street  near  Tillman's  saloon,  and  somebody  said 
there  is  a  dead  man  in  there.  Then  the  Mayor  Avent  in  and  told  me 
to  keep  guard  at  the  door  and  not  to  let  anyone  pass  unless  he  was  a 
])eace  officer.  I  then  said.  "  Two  more  policemen  are  missing.  Jose 
Coronado  and  Florencio  Briseno."  Both  of  them  Avere  not  there. 
Yes,  sir;  I  know  they  were  soldiers,  because  they  were  in  their  uni- 
forms. This  talking  I  heard  near  the  alley  of  Bolack's  was  just 
opposite  the  door  of  Bolack's.  the  big  entrance  door,  about  the  third 
door  from  the  alley  corner,  I  think.  Yes;  I  heard  voices  say,  "  There 
he  goes;  shoot  him."  Then  it  was  when  they  fired  on  Lieutenant 
Police  Dominguez.     That  is  all. 

Guy  Rentfro's  testimony. — Was  at  Creager's  house  on  Monday 
night  last,  and  heard  some  voices;  shortly  after  heard  the  words, 
"There  he  goes;  "  and  after  that — about  15  or  20  minutes  after — -I 
heard  some  more  shots.  Did  not  hear  any  conversation.  That  was 
Monday  night  last.  I  know  Mike  Hamilton.  He  is  a  colored  man. 
Saw  him  going  in  direction  of  Tillman's  house,  near  last  street  of  gar- 
rison wall.  Ptave  not  seen  him  since.  Three  or  four  gunrds  are  sta- 
tioned inside  firing  line.  Was  still  going  in  direction  of  garrison 
when  last  saw  him.     That's  all. 

Celedonio  Garza's  tfstiTnony. — Yes,  sir;  I  am  sheriif  of  this  county. 
On  Monday  last  I  came  into  toAvn,  and  was  advised  that  soldiers  had 
broken  out  of  the  post.  After  the  shooting  I  came  out  to  see  what 
was  the  matter,  and  I  met  somebody  and  was  told  that  Lieutenant 
Police  Dominguez  had  been  wounded,  his  horse  killed,  and  that  a 
young  man  had  been  killed  in  Tillman's  saloon.  This  was  a  little 
after  half  past  12  o'clock.  I  was  coming  near  the  church  with 
Antonio  Villareal's  brother,  and  a  few  moments  afterward  I  saw  that 
some  soldiers  were  coming  in  the  direction  of  the  jail  from  the  old 
graveyard.  Stayed  outside;  and  shortly  after  I  saw  they  were 
armed  soldiers.  Soon  after  that  I  went  to  give  protection  to  the  jail. 
I  went  inside  and  locked  the  gate,  and  they  came  up  the  jail,  and 
a  white  man,  or  the  captain — I  don't  know  which — asked  me,  "  AYho 
is  the  manager  here?"  I  replied,  "I  am  the  manager."  And  he 
then  said,  "How  many  citizens  have  you  in  jail?  "  I  said,  "None, 
to-night."  Why  soldiers  have  been  shooting  the  town.  I  says  the 
lieutenant  police  has  been  wounded,  his  horse  killed,  etc.,  and  then  he 
ordered  them,  "March."  No;  he  did  not  say  Avho  he  was.  They 
then  went  in  the  direction  of  Elizabeth  street.     The  order  Avhich  he 
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gave  the  soldiers  when  they  got  to  the  jail  was,  "  Halt."  AVhen  he 
ordered  them  to  march  they  moved  promptly.  I  noticed  that  two 
soldiers  were  in  front  unarmed.  They  appeared  to  me  to  be  prison- 
ers. They  were  way  in  front.  The  rest  were  armed — I  think  so. 
Before  going  away  from  jail  I  told  Justo  Herrera  and  Antonio  Vil- 
lareal  to  look  for  Mike  Hamilton,  whom  they  found,  and  took  him  to 
jail.  But  he  completely  denied  any  connection  with  the  trouble. 
Said  that  he  knew  nothing  about  the  ati'air.  He  had  no  gone  [gun?] 
in  his  possession.  Yes;  the  party  who  went  to  the  jail  asked  me, 
"How  many  citizens  have  you  in  jail?  "  I  replied,  "1  haven't  re- 
ceived any  yet."  Thev  were  at  the  jail  a  little  after  half  past  12 
o'clock.     That  is  all. 

F.  M.  McCamphelVs  testimony. — I  was  on  my  way  to  the  liouse  on 
the  night  of  the  18th,  when  we  met  some  soldiers,  and  they  turned  the 
guns  on  us.  and  asked  us,  "  What  are  you  sons  of  bitches  hunting 
for?  "'  I  think  it  was  a  whole  company.  I  did  not  see  any  white 
officer  with  them.  I  just  saw  the  ranks  of  the  soldiers.  They  went 
in  the  direction  of  town,  and  we  care  very  little  if  we  shoot  you  full 
of  holes,  they  said.  Mr.  Fielder  was  going  to  the  hotel.  I  did  not 
see  any  firing.  I  don't  think  there  was  a  commissioned  officer  with 
the  soldiers.  That's  all,  about,  I  know.  This  happened  right  about 
behind  the  market.  There  must  have  been  about  fifty  or  sixty  men 
in  the  companv.  Mr.  Fielder  was  with  me  going  to  the  Rio  Grande 
Hotel  at  that  time.     That's  all. 

M.  G.  Dallmg''s  testimony. — I  am  a  State  ranger.  I  have  come  into 
the  possession  of  some  information  this  morning,  which  I  got  from 
this  soda-water  man  who  sells  soda  Avater.  He  told  me  that  this 
soda-water  man  had  been  told  by  a  saloon  man  who  keeps  a  saloon 
in  the  edge  of  town  that  some  shooting  had  been  done  last  night,  and 
that  Company  C  could  have  taken  the  Avhole  town  if  they  had  wanted 
to,  and  that  they  could  take  the  whole  damn  State. 

G.  W.  H.  Rncker\s  testimony. — About  Monday  night,  last,  about 
half-past  8  o'clock.  I  took  two  cases  of  soda  water  to  saloon  near 
edge  of  town.  There  were  about  thirty  or  forty  negroes  inside, 
gambling,  as  near  as  I  can  ascertain  about  the  crowd,  and  I  heard 
three  or  four  negroes  making  threats,  that  they  would  die  and  go  to 
heaven  before  they  would  go  back  into  post.  But  do  not  know  what 
the  conversation  was  about.  Yes.  I  know  if  I  would  see  this  soldier 
again  I  would  recognize  him.  I  could  pick  him  out  of  a  crowd. 
He  was  a  soldier.  Yesterday  morning  I  past  this  negro  saloon, 
but  nobody  was  there.  At  about  12  o'clock,  it  must  have  been,  as  I 
was  picking  up  empty  cases,  I  went  to  this  saloon,  and  the  proprietor 
told  me  that  he  did  not  need  any  "  pop,"  as  the  boys  had  been  having 
a  little  trouble  with  the  citizens,  and  they  were  all  in  the  post.  He 
is  working  for  two  soldiers  who  are  in  the  post,  who  own  the  saloon. 
He  said  that  if  a  gini  had  been  fired  last  night  that  Company  C 
could  have  come  out  without  any  orders,  and  would  run  every  man 
out  of  town.  That  this  Company  C  could  whip  the  whole  State  of 
Texas. 
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Broavxsville,  Tex.,  August  2J,  1906. 
Hon.  John  W.  Vann, 

Collector  of  Customs^  Brazos  cle  Santiago  District, 

Broionsaille,  Tex. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  3- our  request  I  hand  you  herewith  an 
exact  account  of  when,  where,  and  how  the  difficulty  occurred  be- 
tween myself  and  a  negro  soldier. 

On  Sunday  evening,  August  5,  1906,  at  about  9  o'clock,  I  was  walk- 
ing down  Elizabeth  street  in  this  city,  in  company  with  my  wife  and 
little  daughter,  Mrs.  Virgie  Wilkins,  Mrs.  H.  Faisans,  the  two 
Misses  Brulay,  and  Mrs.  Fannie  Putegnat.  The  ladies  stopt  to 
chat  in  front' of  the  vacant  lot  next  to  the  Stow  residence  and  in 
front  of  Capt.  Robert  DalzelPs  residence.  They  had  stood  there  pos- 
sibly three  or  four  minutes  when  two  negro  soldiers  came  along  the 
sidewalk  going  north.  On  reaching  the  ladies,  Avho  were  standing 
close  together  In  the  middle  of  the  sidewalk,  the  negroes,  instead  of 
stepping  around  them  (as  they  could  have  easily  done,  since  there 
was  the  vacant  lot  on  one  side  "and  the  street  upon  the  other)  pushed 
and  elbowed  their  way  thru  them  jostling  and  rubbing  against  them 
as  thev  crowded  thru!  My  wife,  who  was  standing  next  to  me,  was 
rudely  jostled  bv  one  of  them.  I  immediately  drew  my  revolver  and 
struck  one  of  them— the  one  who  jostled  my  wife.  The  other  imme- 
diatelv  took  to  his  heels  and  ran  away. 

Any  statement  that  I  curst  either  of  these  negroes  is  unqualifiedly 
false.'    I  told  the  one  I  knocked  down  that  he  would  probably  now 
know  better  than  to  run  into  white  ladies  on  the  sidewalk. 
Verv  respectfully, 

Fred  Tate, 
Inspector  of  Customs,  Brazos  de  Santiago  District. 


The  State  of  Texas,  County  of  Cameron: 

Before  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  on  this  day  personally  ap- 
peared Fred  Tate,  who,  being  by  me  duly  sworn,  stated  under  oath 
that  each  and  every  statement^  contained  in  the  foregoing  letter 
addrest  to  Mr.  Jolin  AV.  Yann,  collector  of  customs,  Brazos  de 
Santiago  district,  was  true,  and  that  same  constituted  a  full  and  fair 
statement  of  the  occurrences  therein  described. 

Witness  my  hand  this  23d  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1906. 

[seal.]  R-  B-  Creager, 

United  States  Commissioner,  Southern  Texas  District.     , 

Having  read  the  foregoing  statement,  I  certify  that  the  same  is 
true  and  correct. 

(Mrs.)  Virginia  Wilkins. 

Having  read  the  above  statement,  I  certify  that  the  same  is  true 
and  correct,  except  that  I  was  not  walking  with  them,  but  met  the 
above-named  parties  at  the  place  named  and  was  standing  with  them 
when  the  difficulty  occurred. 

(Mrs.)  Fannie  Putegnat. 
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Broavnsville,  Tex.,  August  ^4,  1906. 
On  the  night  of  August  5,  1906,  between  the  hours  of  8  and  9 
o'clock,  I  was  on  my  way  home  in  company  with  Mr.  E.  A.  Cunning- 
ham and  was  crossing  the  street  between  Captain  Dalzell's  residence 
and  Mrs.  Fernandez'  when  I  heard  a  commotion  across  the  street 
where  a  crowd  of  ladies  was  standing,  and  heard  Mr.  Tate  say: 
"  Move  on ;  if  you  do  that  again  I  will  kill  you."  Then  I  saw  a  negro 
soldier  cross  the  street  and  run  by  where  I  was  and  turn  the  alley 
corner.  He  was  a  strapping  big  fellow.  There  was  no  fence  where 
the  crowd  of  ladies  were  standing,  nothing  but  a  vacant  lot  on  one 
side  and  the  street  on  the  other. 

W.  A.   RUTLEDGE. 

I  was  with  Mr.  W.  A.  Rutledge  that  night,  and  the  above  statement 
made  by  him  is  true  and  correct  in  all  respects. 

R.  A.  Cunningham. 


Brownsville,  Tex.,  August  ^5,  1906. 

On  the  night  of  August  12,  1906,  while  I  was  on  duty  at  the  ferry 
crossing,  two  negro  soldiers  came  over  from  Matamoros,  Mexico, 
drunk,  and  got  into  a  difficulty  with  Polonio,  one  of  the  boatmen, 
they  having  refused  to  pay  their  fare.  My  attention  was  attracted 
to  them  by  their  profane  language.  I  stept  off  the  gallery  to  the 
plank  walk  and  told  them  to  stop  using  bad  language  and  tried  to 
get  them  to  go  away  to  town,  but  they  refused  to  do  it.  I  then  took 
hold  of  one  of  them  by  the  arm  and  pushed  him  forward ;  he  was  very 
drunk  and  stept  off  the  plank  walk  into  a  mudhole.  As  the  nigger 
walked  off  he  said :  "  We  will  see  about  this  to-morrow." 

The  next  evening  (Monday)  two  negro  soldiers  came  into  my  house. 
AVlien  I  heard  some  one  coming  up  stairs  I  stept  out  of  the  room  and 
found  them  at  my  door,  having  come  upstairs.  They  inquired  of 
me  if  Baker  lived  there.  I  told  them  I  was  Baker.  They  asked  me 
if  I  was  from  Georgia.  I  told  them,  no;  for  them  to  leave.  Thev 
left. 

A.  Y.  Baker, 
Mounted  Inspector. 


REPORT  OF  LIEUT.  COL.  LEONARD  A.  LOVERING,  FOURTH 
INFANTRY,  ACTING  INSPECTOR-GENERAL. 


Headquarters  Southwestern  Division, 

Inspector-General's  Office, 
Oklahoma  Gity^  OJda.^  October  If,  1906. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  an  investi- 
gation made  by  virtue  of  the  following  letter  of  instructions : 

Headquabters  Southwestern  Division, 
Oklahoma  City,  Okla.,  Septemhcr  2J{,  1906. 
Lieut.  Col.  L.  A.  Loveking, 

Fourth  Infantry,  Acting  Inspector-General,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 
Sir:  By  direction  of  the  division  commander  I  inclose  you  herewith  the  affi- 
davits a  of  Capt.  D.  W.  Kilburn  and  Second  Lieut.  E.  P.  Thompson,  Twenty-sixth 
Infantry,  with  reference  to  certain  troubles  which  occurred  at  Brownsville, 
Tex.,  between  soldiers  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Infantry  and  civilians.  He  directs 
that  you  proceed  to  Fort  Reno,  Okla.,  accompanied  by  Mr.  T.  G.  Eskridge, 
your  authorized  clerk,  and  make  an  investigation  and  report  on  the  matter, 
upon  completion  of  which  you  will  return,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Eskridge,  to 
these  headquarters.  The  travel  directed  is  necessary  in  the  military  service. 
Very  respectfully, 

Jno.  V.  White, 
Major,  Military  Secretary. 

I  examined  all  the  witnesses  available  and  secured  numerous  affi- 
davits. 

Upon  investigation  the  following  was  developed : 

The  following  enlisted  men  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Infantry  were 
seen  in  the  garrison  by  officers  before  the  shooting  ceased : 

Page. 

Sergt.  W.  Harley,  Company  C 1,5  [39,42] 

Corpl.  C.  H.  Madison,  Company  C 1         [39] 

Artificer  G.  W.  Newton,  Companv  D 3        [41] 

Corpl.  D.  Powell,  Company  D  . . ." 3         [41] 

Q.  M.  Sergt.  T.  J.  Green,  Company  D 3        [41] 

The  following  men  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  now  prisoners 
at  Fort  Sam  Houston,  Tex.,  can  apparently  prove  an  alibi : 

Page. 

Corpl.  C.  H.  Madison,  Companv  C 1 ,  39  [39,  63] 

Sergt.  G.  Jackson,  Company  B 10,13  [45,47] 

Sergt.  D.  W.  O.  Brawner,  Company  C 7,  27  [43,  56], 

Sergt.  J.  R.  Reid,  Company  B : 15,  24,30, 42, 48  [48, 54, 57,  65,  69] 

Corpl.  D.  Powell,  Company  D 26  [55] 

Private  J.  M.  Howard,  Company  D,  on  post  No.  2 92, 109  [95, 101] 

Private  C.  W.  Askew,  Companv  C 6  [43] 

Private  J.  Holloman,  Company  B 11, 14  [46,  47] 

a  See  p.  94. 
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The  following  men  had  had  trouble  in  Brownsville: 

Page. 

Private  J.  W.  Newton,  Company  C 2,  26  [40,  55] 

Private  F.  J.  Lipscomb,  Company  C 2,  36  [40,  61] 

Private  C.  I.  Adair,  Company  C 2,  33  [40,  59] 

Private  W.  E.  Jones,  Company  D 4         [41] 

Private  0.  W.  Reid,  Company  C 30,  33  [58,  59] 

Private  Wm.  McGuire,  Company  C 75,  78  [87,  88] 

An  unknown  enlisted  man  with  one  Bates 90        [94] 

The  following  men  were  not  in  the  vicinity  of  post  at  time  of 
firing :  , 

•     Private  Ruby  Wilson,  Company  B,  absent  sick. 

Sergt.  William  Blaney,  Company  B,  on  furlough. 

Private  Charles  W.  Johnson,  Company  B,  on  furlough. 

Private  Lewis  C.  Owens,  Company  B,  absent  sick. 

Artificer  Thomas  H.  Jones,  Company  B,  detached  service,  at  Fort 
Sill,Okla. 

First  Sergt.  William  Turner,  Company  C,  at  Fort  Sill,  Okla. 

Corpl,  John  Young,  Company  C,  at  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Private  James  Williams,  Company  C,  at  Fort  JBayard,  N.  Mex. 

Sergt.  George  Derrett,  Company  D,  absent  on  rifle  competition  at 
Fort  Sill,  Okla. 

The  following  men  were  absent  from  companj^  quarters: 

Pag, 

Private  William  Smith,  Company  B 10,  65  [46,  80] 

Private  Ehner  Brown,  Company  B 10,  64  [46,  79] 

Private  A.  N.  Williams,  Company  B 10,  63  [46,  78] 

Private  John  Brown,  Company  B 10,  64  [46,  79] 

Private  E.  Lee,  Company  C 28         [56] 

Private  G.  Johnson,  Company  C 29         [57] 

Private  J.  T.  Harden,  Company  C 32         [59] 

Private  E.  Johnson,  Company  C 34         [60] 

Private  J.  Kirkpatrick,  Company  C 35         [61] 

Private  Robert  Turner,  Company  C 38         [63] 

Private  W.  E.  Jones,  Company  D 46         [67] 

Private  James  Newton,  Company  D 47         [68] 

Private  W.  Mapp,  Company  D^ 48         [69 J 

Private  A.  Halev,  Company  D 53         [72] 

Cook  C.  Dade,  Company  D 59         [76] 

Private  J.  Bailey,  Company  B 81         [91] 

Sergt.  G.  Thomas,  Company  C 8         [44] 

Corpl.  C.  H.  Hawkins,  Company  D 20,  46  [52,  68] 

Private  W.  Johnson,  Company  JD 20,  56  [52,  74] 


It  was  found  to  be  difficult  to  obtain  testimony  about  trouble  be- 
tween soldiers  and  civilians  in  Brownsville.  I  failed  to  obtain 
further  information  in  regard  to  the  Bates  affair  referred  to  by  Sec- 
ond Lieut.  E.  P.  Thompson,  Twenty-sixth  Infantry. 

Attention  is  invited  to  testimony  as  to  expressions  heard  while 
firing  was  going  on — "  Black  sons  of  bitches,"  etc.  (pages  88,  85, 
95)  [92,93,96]. 

Attention  is  invited  to  testimony  regarding  the  scavenger  (pages 
23,  88,  89)  [53,  19,  20]. 

Cook  Dade's  affidavit  shows  that  a  man  could  have  taken  part  in 
the  shooting  and  returned  to  his  company  undetected   (page  96). 
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The  animus  of  the  white  citizens  of  Brownsville  is  shoAvn  by — 
Hotel  clerk's  statement  (page  6)  [43]  ;  treatment  of  colored  sol- 
diers above  mentioned;  statement  of  Mr.  Tillman  (page  91)   [94]. 

It  is  noted  that  United  States  officials  appear  to  have  taken  part  in 
this  animus. 

Attention  is  invited  to  the  inclosed  testimony  and  affidavits  of 
officers  and  enlisted  men  and  the  scavenger. 

Attention  is  invited  to  lists  of  enlisted  men.  showing  whether 
present  at  Fort  Brown  or  absent  from  the  vicinity  of  the  post  on 
August  13,  1906. 

Very  respectfully,  L.  A.  Lovering, 

Lieutenant-Colonel^  Fourth  Infantry^ 
Acting  Inspector-General.,  Inspector-General. 
The  Military  Secretary, 

Southice stern  Division.,  Oklahoma  City.,  OMa. 

[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

SWORN  TESTIMONY  OF  OFFICERS  AND  ENLISTED  MEN  OF  THE  TWENTY- 
FIFTH  INFANTRY,  TAKEN  BY  LIEUT.  COL.  L.  A.  LOVERING,  FOURTH 
INFANTRY,  ACTING  INSPECTOR-GENERAL,  SEPTEMBER  25,  1906. 

Ma].  C.  TF.  Penrose.,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  shooting  com- 
menced at  Brownsville? — A.  I  was  in  my  quarters;  quarters  of  the 
commanding  officer.  Fort  Brown,  Tex. 

Q.  Awake  or  asleep  ? — A.  Do  not  think  I  was  asleep ;  I  am  satis- 
fied I  heard  the  first  shot.  I  had  been  in  bed,  tho,  probably  half  an 
hour. 

Q.  When  and  where  did  you  first  see  any  of  the  enlisted  men  of 
the  garrison?— A.  In  front  of  C  Company's  barracks. 

Q.  What  enlisted  men  did  you  see  before  the  firing  ceased? — A. 
I  saw  a  good  many  men  of  C  Company  coming  from  the  barracks.' 
It  was  Corporal  Madison,  I  believe,  that  I  sent  for  Captain  Mack- 
lin.  The  acting  first  sergeant,  Sergeant  Harley,  I  saw  in  front  of 
the  company  barracks.  I  think  those  are  the  only  names  that  I  can 
call.  While  the  shooting  was  going  on  there  were  a  great  many  of 
the  men  of  C  Company  that  were  coming  out  of  barracks. 

Q.  When  were  the  "rolls  of  the  companies  first  called  ? — A.  They 
were  called  immediately  after  call  to  arms  was  sounded — as  soon  as 
the  men  came  out  of  barracks. 

Q.  Before  the  firing  ceased? — A.  No;  I  think  the  firing  had  all 
ceased  when  the  rolls  were  called. 

Q.  Did  you  visit  the  guard  that  night? — A.  Not  before  the  shoot- 
ing finished. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  of  the  men  now  held  in  prison  in  Texas  be- 
fore the  shooting  ended?— A.  Yes,  sir;  Corporal  Madison. 

Q.  Before  August  13  had  you  any  knowledge  of  any  trouble  be- 
tween any  of  the  enlisted  men  and  citizens  in  Brownsville? — A.  Of 
my  own  knowledge,  I  had  not.    . 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  any  conversation  with  citizens  of  Browns- 
ville in  wliich  they  exprest  any  opinion  about  the  colored  troops? — 
A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not. 
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Capt.  E.  A.  Macldin,  Tiventy --fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  Avhen  shooting  com- 
menced at  Brownsville  ?— A.  I  did  not  hear  the  shooting,  as  I  was 
in  my  quarters  asleep.  • 

Q.  On  what  duty  were  you?— A.  I  was  officer  of  the  day. 

Q.  Then  you  did  not  see  any  enlisted  men  before  the  firing 
ceased? — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Q.  On  the  night  of  August  13  when  did  you  visit  the  guard? — 
A.  The  last  visit  that  I  made  to  the  guard  was  after  check  roll  at  11 
o'clock,  when  I  went  to  visit  the  sentry  in  rear  of  the  men's  quarters. 
I  walked  around  in  rear  of  my  own  quarters  and  in  rear  of  the  quar- 
ters of  Company  B.  Was  in  the  dark  all  the  time  and  at  no  time 
saw  any  soldiers  at  all.  I  found  the  sentry  around  on  the  front  side 
of  the  building. 

Q.  Who  was  this  sentry? — A.  I  could  not  tell  his  name.  He  was 
a  man  of  Company  D;  private,  Company  D. 

Q.  Have  you  personal  knowledge  of  any  trouble  between  soldiers 
of  the  Twenty-fifth  Infantry  and  citizens  of  Brownsville  before 
August  13? — A.  Yes,  sir;  a  case  occurred  of  men  in  my  own  com- 
pany, reported  to  me  as  company  commander.  The  next  case  that 
I  knew  of  was  that  of  Privates  Newton  and  Lipscomb.  I  have  for- 
gotten the  date,  but  I  think  it  was  the  Sunday  previous.  Newton 
came  to  me  about  half  past  8  in  the  evening  and  reported  that 
he  had  been  assaulted  by  a  man  in  Brownsville. 

Q.  Name  known  ? — A.  I  found  out  his  name  afterward.  Did  not 
know  his  name  at  that  time.  His  story  was  that  he  and  Lipscomb 
were  walking  down  the  main  street  in  the  residence  portion  of  the 
town  and  that  ahead  of  them  were  a  party  of  women  and  one  man, 
all  standing  on  the  outer  side  of  the  walk.  That  to  get  by  them  it 
was  necessary  for  them  to  either  go  out  in  the  street  or  pass  between 
this  party  and  the  fence.  He  said  there  was  lots  of  room,  so  they 
went  single  file  between  the  party  and  the  fence,  and  when  opposite 
the  man  the  man  struck  him  in  the  head  with  the  butt  of  a  revolver 
and  knocked  him  down.  The  man  said  at  the  same  time,  "  You 
damned  nigger,"  or  something  like  that,  "  I  will  teach  you  damned 
niggers  to  get  off  the  sidewalk  for  white  ladies."  I  asked  Newton 
if  he  made  any  resistance,  and  he  said  that  his  first  intimation  was 
to  jump  up  aiid  strike  the  man,  but  the  man  covered  him  with  a 
revolver.  Lipscomb  said  that  as  soon  as  he  saw  Newton  fall  and 
heard  what  the  man  said  he  ran  away.  That  is,  he  ran  to  the  corner 
and  waited  for  Newton. 

Q.  Any  other  men  complain  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  Private  Adair  re- 
ported that  he  came  from  Matamoros  and  had  in  his  pocket  a  little 
pen  or  a  penholder,  as  I  understood  it;  that  the  cost  was  a  dollar 
Mexican  (fifty  cents  gold)  ;  that  he  was  searched  by  the  custom- 
house man,  who  said,  "  Here,  I  will  not  let  any  damned  nigger  smug- 
gle anything  across  this  river,"  and  took  the  pen  away  from  him. 
This  was  on  Saturday  previous,  August  11.  Another  of  my  men, 
Private  Keed,  was  knocked  off  the  sidewalk  into  the  overflow  of  the 
Kio  Grande  by  a  custom-house  man, 

Q.  Any  others?— A.  That  is  all. 
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Gaft.  S.  P.  Lyon,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 
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Q.  AVhere  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  shooting  com- 
menced at  Brownsville? — A.  I  was  asleep  in  my  quarters  at 
Brownsville,  Tex. 

Q.  When  and  where  did  you  first  see  any  of  the  enlisted  men  of 
the  command? — A.  In  front  of  my  quarters.  In  front  of  D  Com- 
pany's barracks.     The  men  were  falling  in  when  I  got  over  there. 

Q.  What  enlisted  men  did  you  see  before  the  firing  ceased? — A. 
I  saw  practically  my  whole  company.  The  first  man  I  spoke  to 
was  my  quartermaster-sergeant,  Green. 

Q.  Can  you  name  any  others  you  saw  before  the  firing  ceased?— 
A.  I  saw  my  artificer,  Newton,  and  my  noncommissioned  officer  in 
charge  of  quarters,  Corporal  Powell.  Those  are  the  only  three  that 
I  can  name,  as  I  did  not  speak  to  any  other  men. 

Q.  You  saw  these  three  men  before  the  firing  ceased? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  When  was  the  roll  called  first? — A.  The  company  was  formed 
and  the  men  counted  off.  The  commanding  officer  directed  me  to 
put  my  men  along  the  wall  dividing  the  post  from  Brownsville  at 
once.  I  did  that,*"  and  then  the  roll  was  called.  The  first  sergeant 
with  a  lantern,  and  mj^self,  went  down  the  line  and  saw  that  every 
man  was  present;  that  is,  that  a  man  ansAvered  the  name  of  every 
man.  I  should  say  that  was  within  five  minutes  after  the  call  to 
arms. 

Q.  How  long  after  the  last  shot  had  been  fired?— A.  I  couldn't 
say,  because  after  the  main  shooting  was  over  there  were  scatter- 
ing shots  from  the  town;  that  is,  as  the  Mayor  explained  to  me, 
the  people  were  frightened,  and  that  they  were  shooting  out  of  their 
windows,  so  that  those  shots  were  occasionally  heard  quite  a  little 
while  after  the  main  shooting. 

Q.  Were  there  any  absentees  at  this  time?— -A.  There  were  two 
men  of  my  company  who  were  on  pass.  Their  guns  were  in  the 
racks.     I  had  the  guns  verified  as  soon  as  roll  was  called. 

Q.  Were  the  rest  of  the  men  all  present?— A.  The  other  men 
were  all  present,  except  these  two  that  were  on  pass. 

Q.  Who  Avere  they? — A.  Private  Walter  Johnson  and  Corpl. 
Charles  H.  Hawkins. 

Q.  Of  your  OAvn  knoAAdedge  do  you  know  if  any  of  the  men  of 
your  company  Averg  mistreated  by  people  in  BrownsAdlle? — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  Any  complaint  made  by  your  men? — A.  No;  there  seemed  to 
be  no  trouble  at  all  betAveen  my  men  and  the  people  of  Browns- 
ville, The  only  instance  of  which  I  have  any  knowledge  or  even 
heard  Avas  the  case  of  one  man;  he  Avas  my  striker.  He  Avent  into 
a  drug  store  to  buy  something  to  alleviate  the  irritation  of  mos- 
quito bites  and  they  refused  to  sell  him  anything.  That  was  the 
only  instance.     William  E.  Jones,  his  name. 

Q.  Did  you  go  into  town  after  the  shooting  with  or  without 
troops? — A.  Yes,  sir.  ShortJy  after  I  had  completed  the  check  of 
the  company,  the  commanding  officer  directed  me  to  form  my  com- 
pany and  make  a  patrol  thru  the  toAvn  of  Brownsville,  to  find  out 
what  I  could  about  the  affair  and  to  see  if  I  could  find  any  of  our 
oAvn  men.     I  took  my  company  and  made  the  patrol  as  directed. 
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Q.  Was  there  any  disposition  on  the  part  of  any  of  your  men  to 
obey  orders  slowly? — A.  No,  sir. 

Spottswood   ^V.    Taliafero,   battalion   sergeant-major^   Twenty-fifth 

Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you   on  August   13,   1906,   when   shooting  com- 
menced at  Brownsville? — A.  I  was  in  my  bunk,  sir,  asleep,  at  Fort. 
Brown,  Tex.,  in  the  administration  building. 

Q.  Who  were  the  first  enlisted  men  that  you  saw  after  you 
awoke  ?^ — X.  The  first  enlisted  men  that  I  saw  after  I  awoke  were 
the  corporal  and  sergeant  of  the  guard. 

Q.  Nanie  them.— A.  Sergeant  Reid,  Company  B,  and  Corporal 
Wheeler,  of  Company  D. 

Q.  Was  this  before  or  after  the  shooting  ceased? — A.  The  shoot- 
ing was  still  going  on. 

Q.  Was  there  much  shooting  or  only  a  little? — A.  There  was  a 
great  deal  of  shooting. 

Q.  Where  were  they  w^hen  you  saw  them? — A.  They  were  at  the 
guardhouse, 

Q.  Was  the  guard  formed? — A.  There  was  a  few  members  of  the 
guard  lying  prone  as  skirmishers  in  front  of  the  guardhouse.  I 
could  not  tell  what  the  rest  of  the  guard  was  doing  or  where  they 
were. 

Q.  How^  long  did  you  stay  at  the  guardhouse? — A.  Not  more  than 
a  minute ;   hardly  a  minute.     I  was  looking  for  the  major. 

Q.  Did  anybody  come  to  the  guardhouse  while  you  Avere  there? — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  find  the  major  before  the  firing  ceased? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Wliat  enlisted  men  did  you  see  before  the  firing  ceased? — A. 
I  saw  the  men  that  I  have  named  and  one  patient  in  the  hospital ;  I 
am  not  certain  what  his  name  was;  was  of  Company  B,  standing  on 
the  porch  in  night  clothes.  And  I  saw  very  nearly  the  whole  of 
Company  C.  Sergeant  Brawner,  Company  C.  I  couldn't  name  any 
more  names.  Colonel.  I  saw  a  crowd  of  men  and  there  was  no  roll 
call  made  and  I  wouldn't  like  to  say  I  saw  this  one  or  the  other, 
because  there  was  no  roll  call  at  the  time  and  I  don't  know  the  names 
of  all  the  men. 

Lieut.  Harry  S.  Grier,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  A^Tiere  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  w'hen  the  shooting  com- 
menced at  Brownsville  ? — A.  Asleep  in  my  quarters. 

Q.  On  what  duty  were  you  ? — A.  Post  quartermaster  and  commis- 
sary;  also  acting  post  adjutant. 

Q.  Who  were  the  first  enlisted  men  that  you  saw? — A.  Sergeant 
Harley-  acting  first  sergeant.  Company  C. 

Q.  Was  this  before  the  firing  ceased  or  after? — A.  Before  the  fir- 
ing ceased. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  any  other  particular  name  that  you  saw 
before  the  firing  ceased? — A.  No,  sir;  by  the  time  I  got  over  to  the 
barracks  the  firing  stopt.  I  met  Sergeant  Harley  on  the  brick 
walk  coming  from  the  men's  barracks  to  the  officers'  line  about  three- 
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quarters  of  the  wav  across  the  parade  ground  to  the  officers'  line; 
that  is,  near  the  officers'  line.  I  halted  him,  not  knowing  who  it  was 
(firing  was  still  going  on)  and  inquired  who  was  there.  Replied, 
"Sergeant  Harley."  I  said,  "Sergeant,  what  is  the  trouble  over 
there  ?  "  He  said,  "  The  men  say  somebody  in  town  is  shooting  up 
the  barracks."  I  said  to  him,  "  If  that  is  the  case,  what  are  you 
doing  over  here?  "    He  said,  "  I  am  going  to  get  the  captain." 

Q.  Any  complaint  made  to  you  by  enlisted  men  about  their  treat- 
ment bv people  in  Brownsville  before  August  13?— A.  No,  sir;  not 
to  me  in  person.  But  I  was  present  on  one  occasion  when  Private 
James  W.  Newton,  of  Company  C,  made  a  verbal  complaint  to  his 
captain,  Captain  Macklin. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  of  the  people  of  Brownsville  make  any  re- 
marks about  the  colored  soldiers? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  ^Yhiit  did  thev  sav?— A.  The  very  first  day  on  our  arrival  in 
Brownsville  I  registered  at  the  Miller  Hotel,  and  in  conversation 
with  the  clerk  in  regard  to  colored  troops  being  sent  to  Texas  he 
stated  that  the  people  were  much  opposed  to  their  coming,  and  they 
musn't  take  anv  undue  liberties  or  there  would  be  trouble. 

Q.  Do  you  know  his  name?— A.  I  do  not,  except  he  is  night  clerk 
in  the  Miller  Hotel.  On  several  occasions  I  have  heard  people  ex- 
plaining, not  in  a  resentful  way,  what  was  customary  for  the  colored 
people  to  do  in  that  part  of  Texas,  especially  about  drmkmg  m 
bar  with  white  men. 

Q.  Did  3^ou  ever  see  any  soldiers  mistreated  in  Brownsville? — A. 
No,  sir ;   I  did  not. 

Sergt.  Samuel  W.  Harley,  Company  G,  Twenty-iifth  Infantry. 

Q.  ^¥here  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced at  Brownsville?— A.  I  was  in  my  quarters  asleep,  sir;    in 

Q.  Who  were  the  first  enlisted  men  that  you  saw  after  you 
awoke?— A.  The  first  enlisted  men  that  I  saw  when  I  came  out  of 
quarters  after  I  awoke  was  Private  Askew,  company  clerk.  I  slept 
in  the  room  with  him.  ,  „      .     rr.,      ^  •       ^     -. 

Q.  Was  this  before  or  after  firing  ceased?— A.   The  firing  had  not 

ceased,  sir.  i  o      i     mi 

Q.  Who  else  did  you  see  before  the  firing  ceased? — A.  ihe  non- 
commissioned officer  'in  charge  of  quarters. 

Q.  Name  him.— A.  Oscar  W.  O.  Brawner. 

Q.  See  anybody  before  the  firing  ceased?— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  seen 
Corporal  Washington  and  also  reported  to  "Lieutenant  Grier. 

Q.  AVhen  was  the  roll  of  your  company  called  first?— A.  It  was 
first  called  after  thev  fell  in  line,  and  also  by  Lieutenant  Grier,  who 
didn't  have  any  lantern ;  had  to  call  it  by  gaslight ;  and  he  counted 
the  number  of  men.  Lieutenant  Grier  did,  and  was  also  counted  after 
we  came  back  by  the  company  commander.  ,.  ,  ,, 

Q.  Were  all  present  when  you  called  the  roll  under  the  gaslight  ^— 
A.  We  didn't  finish  calling  ih^  roll  on  account  of  light  so  dim  we 
couldn't  see,  and  the  lieutenant  counted  the  men. 

Q.  How  many  did  he  count?— A.  If  I  am  not  mistaken  he  counted 
52;  if  I  am  not  mistaken. 
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Q.  When  was  this  that  you  counted  52 ;  before  the  firing  ceased  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  the  firing  had  ceased,  after  the  men  first  fell  in  com- 
pany. 

Q.  Were  any  men  absent  at  this  roll  call? — A.  Yes,  sir;  there 
were  two  men  absent  on  pass. 

Q.  Anybody  else  ? — A.  One  man  slept  at  Lieutenant  Higgins'  quar- 
ters. 

Q.  What  is  his  name  ? — A.  Private  Harden. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Harden  at  all? — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  until  the 
next  morning. 

Q.  Before  August  13  had  you  been  insulted  or  mistreated  or 
abused  by  civilians  in  Brownsville  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  enlisted  man  of  your  company  who  was 
absent  from  squad  room  or  barracks  without  authority  between  11 
p.  m.  and  commencement  of  firing?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  After  the  trouble  on  August  13  have  you  heard  anything  that 
would  indicate  who  were  engaged  in  the  shooting? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  On  or  before  August  13  did  you  hear  any  talk  by  any  member 
of  the  Twenty -fifth  Infantry  about  getting  even  with  the  citizens  of 
Brownsville? — -A.  No,  sir;  1  did  not. 

Q.  When  the  company  fell  in,  who  were  the  last  men  to  arrive?-  - 
A.  I  don't  remember,  sir." 

Company  Q.  M.  Sergt.  George  W.  McMurray^  Company  C^  Twenty- 
fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Wliere  were  you  on  August  13  when  the  shooting  commenced 
at  Brownsville  ? — A.  In  Company  C  quarters ;  asleep,  sir. 

Q.  "Wlio  were  the  first  enlisted  men  that  you  saw  after  you 
awoke  ? — A.  The  acting  first  sergeant,  Harley,  was  the  first. 

Q.  Was  this  before  the  firing  ceased? — A.  Just  about  the  time  the 
firing  was  going  on. 

Q.  Before  August  13,  1906,  had  you  been  maltreated  by  civilians 
in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir;  I  never  was  out  in  town  much. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  enlisted  man  of  your  company  who  was 
absent  from  squad  room  or  barracks  without  authority  between  11 
p.  m.  and  commencement  of  firing? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  in  the  line  of  file  closers  when  the  company  was 
formed? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  were  the  last  men  to  arrive? — A.  I  was  about  one  of  the 
last.     The  company  was  formed  when  I  got  out. 

Sergt.  George  Thomas.,  Company  C,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  Avere  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  shooting  commenced 
at  Brownsville? — A.  On  the  night  of  August  13,  1906,  I  was  about 
1,000  yards  east  of  the  post,  at  a  colored  woman's  house. 

Q.  Did  you  arrive  at  post  before  the  firing  ceased  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  it 
was  the  next  morning  when  I  got  there;  just  before  reveille,  sir. 

Q.  AVliile  you  were  absent  from  post,  did  you  see  any  enlisted  men 
of  the  Twenty-fifth  Infantry  after  11  p.  m.  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not. 

Q.  \^'liat  was  the  name  of  the  person  at  whose  house  you  were? — 
A.  Her  name  was  Rebecca  Collins. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  the  shooting? — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 
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Sergt.  Solomon  P.  O'Neil,  Company  G,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Wliere  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced at  Brownsville  ? — A.  I  was  in  my  comi^any  quarters,  sir ;  Fort 
Brown. 

Q.  Awake  or  asleep  ? — A.  Asleep,  sir. 

Q.  Was  the  shooting  going  on  when  you  woke  up  ? — A.  The  shoot- 
ing woke  me  up,  sir. 

Q.  AVho  was  the  first  enlisted  man  that  you  saw  when  you  woke 
up  ? — A.  It  was  dark  in  the  quarters,  sir ;  you  couldn't  tell  who  you 
could  see.  Everybody  seemed  to  be  up  by  the  time  I  had  gotten  up. 
I  had  a  little  room  one  end  of  the  quarters. 

Q.  Had  you  been  insulted  or  maltreated  by  civilians  in  Browns- 
ville?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  colored  soldiers  maltreated  in  Brownsville? — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  enlisted  man  of  your  company  who  was 
absent  from  squad  room  or  barracks  without  authority  between  11 
p.  m.  and  commencement  of  firing? — A.  No,  sir. 

Gorpl.  John  H.  Hill^  Company  (7,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  shooting  com- 
menced in  Brownsville? — A.  I  was  in  my  quarters  when  the  shooting 
commenced. 

Q.  Asleep  or  awake? — A.  I  was  asleep. 

Q.  Who  was  the  first  enlisted  man  that  you  saw  after  you  awoke? — 
A.  I  don't  know,  because  there  was  not  any  light  in  the  quarters. 
Couldn't  see  anyone ;  it  was  rather  dark  inside. 

Q.  Any  civilian  in  Brownsville  ever  abuse  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  enlisted  man  of  your  company  who  was 
absent  from  squad  room  or  barracks  without  authority  between  11 
p.  m.  and  commencement  of  firing? — A.  No,  sir. 

First  Sergt.  Mingo  Sanders,  Company  B,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  shooting  commenced 
at  Brownsville? — A.  I  was  in  bed — that  is,  I  did  not  live  in  quarters; 
lived  in  separate  quarters  about  five  or  six  hundred  yards  from  bar- 
racks. 

Q.  When  did  you  arrive  at  company  ? — A.  When  the  shooting  was 
going  on. 

Q.  Wlio  were  the  first  enlisted  men  that  you  saw  after  you  got 
there  and  before  the  shooting  ceased  ?— A.  Ernest  English,  the  room 
orderly,  was  the  first. 

Q.  AVlio  else  did  you  see? — A.  Sergeant  Jackson,  the  man  in  charge 
of  quarters! 

Q.  Did  Sergeant  Jackson  look  as  if  he  had  drest  in  a  hurry? — 
A.  Yes,  sir.  He  had  the  lantern ;  was  how  I  came  to  see  him  next. 
I  asked  the  room  orderly  for  the  lantern,  and  he  said  the  noncommis- 
sioned officer  in  charge  of  quarters  got  it. 

Q.  Shoes  tied  up  ? — A.  Had  on  pair  of  shoes  all  cut  up ;  was  not 
tied  at  all. 
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Q.  "\"\nien  was  roll  of  your  company  first  called  ? — A.  It  was  called 
during  the  shooting. 

Q.  Who  was  absent  ? — A.  William  Smith,  private,  Company  B. 
Twenty-fifth  Infantry;  Private  Elmer  Brown,  Private  Alfred  N. 
Williams,  Private  John  Brown,  Companj^  B. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  seeing  Private  Holloman? — A.  He  was 
standing  right  in  front  of  me. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  before  the  shooting  stopt  or  after  the  shoot- 
ing stopt  ?— A.  During  the  shooting. 

Q.  When  did  you  first  see  the  absent  men? — A.  The  company 
commander  sent  Musician  Odon  upstairs  for  William  Smith.  He 
returned;  reported  to  the  company  commander  he  was  asleep  in 
his  bed.  That  was  only  about  two  minutes;  he  reported  to  the 
company  in  two  or  three  minutes.  Alfred  N.  Williams  reported 
about  half  an  hour,  I  suppose  it  was  about  that  time,  after  the  first 
roll  call. 

Q.  AVliere  does  he  sleep? — A.  At  the  quartermaster  corral, 
Brownsville.  Elmer  Brown,  he  sleeps  at  the  quartermaster  corral. 
John  Brown  sleeps  at  the  bakery. 

Q.  Had  those  two  men  reported  present  to  the  major  at  sec- 
ond roll  call? — A.  Second  roll  call  was  about  half  an  hour  after 
the  first  roll  call  was. 

Q.  The  rest  of  the  men  were  all  present  before  the  firing  ceased  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  company  was  in  line  practically  when  I  got  there. 
The  major  was  there  himself. 

Q.  Who  was  forming  the  company  when  you  arrived? — A.  Wasn't 
anyone  forming  it.  The  men  were  just  striking  line  themselves. 
There  might  have  been ;  but  I  didn't  see  any.  I  hollered  "  Form 
line  "  just  the  minute  I  got  hold  of  the  lantern. 

Q,.  Any  of  the  men  complain  to  you  that  they  had  been  abused 
in  BroAvnsville  by  civilians? — A.  None  of  my  company. 

Q.  After  the  trouble  on  August  13  have  you  heard  anything  that 
would  indicate  who  were  engaged  in  the  shooting? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.   M.  Sergt.    Walter  McCurdy^   Company  5,   Ttcenty -fifth 
Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced at  Brownsville? — A.  I  was  in  my  room,  sir,  asleep.  My 
room  was  in  the  barracks,  next  to  the  storeroom. 

Q.  Who  was  the  first  enlisted  man  that  you  saw  when  you  woke 
up? — A.  I  do  not  know;  when  I  woke  up  call  to  arms  was  going. 
Firing  was  going  when  I  got  up. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  mistreated  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir; 
because  I  was  not  out  in  town  any  while  we  were  there. 

Q.  On  or  before  August  13  did  you  ever  hear  any  talk  about 
getting  even  with  the  people  of  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir;  I  did 
not. 

Q.  "Wlio  makes  the  check  roll  at  11  o'clock? — A.  The  noncom- 
missioned officer  in  charge  of  quarters. 

Q.  In  all  the  companies? — A.  I  understand  in  all  companies;  I 
know  the  noncommissioned  officer  always  makes  it  in  B  Company. 

Q.  Where  were  you  at  11  p.  m.  check  August  13? — A.  In  my 
room,  sir. 

Q.  Asleep  or  awake? — A.  Asleep,  sir. 
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Sergt.  Luther-  T.  Thornton,  Compamj  B,  Ticenty --fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  '\ATiere  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  shooting  commenced 
at  Brownsville ?— A.  I  judge  when  shooting  commenced  I  was  in 
bunk,  because  I  was  awakened  up  by  a  number  of  shots  being  fired. 

Q.  Do  you  sleep  in  the  barracks? — A.  Yes,  sir;  in  company  bar- 
racks. 

Q.  '\Alio  was  the  first  enlisted  man  that  you  saw  when  you  woke 
up? — A.  First  enlisted  man  I  saw  was  Corporal  Coltrane;  he 
slept  in  the  room  right  across  from  one  I  slept  in;  small  room  in 
barracks;    noncommissioned  officer. 

Q.  Was  this  while  the  firing  was  going  on  or  after  it  ceased? — 
A.  While  firing  was  going  on. 

Q.  When  was  the  roll  of  the  company  first  called,  before  or  after 
the  firing  ceased? — A.  I  do  not  remember  just  whether  it  was  before 
or  after  the  firing  ceased. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  abused  by  civilians  in  Brownsville? — A. 
No,  sir;   I  have  never  had  any  trouble  in  Brownsville. 

Q.  AMien  did  you  first  see  Sergeant  Jackson  after  the  firing  com- 
menced?— A.  Allien  I  first  saw  Sergeant  Jackson  he  came  up  to  my 
section  rack  to  unlock  it;  he  had  the  keys.  Had  sounded  to  arms 
from  the  guardhouse. 

Corpl.  J  ends  A.  Coltrane,  Company  B,  Ttuenty -fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13  when  the  shooting  commenced 
at  Brownsville  ? — A.  I  was  in  bed,  sir. 

Q.  "Wliere  was  your  bed  ? — A.  My  bed  was  in  the  noncommissioned 
officers'  room  of  the  fourth  section. 

Q.  In  or  out  of  barracks? — A.  In  barracks. 

Q.  Were  you  asleep  or  awake  ?— A.  I  was  asleep,  sir. 

Q.  "Wlio  was  the  first  enlisted  man  that  you  saw  after  you  awoke  ?— 
A.  The  first  enlisted  man  that  I  saw  was  Sergeant  Jackson. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  abused  by  civilians  in  Brownsville?— 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  On  or  before  August  13  did  you  hear  any  talk  by  any  men  of 
the  Twenty-fifth  Infantry  about  getting  even  with  people  of  Browns- 
ville for  their  conduct  to^ colored  soldiers?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  enlisted  man  of  your  company  who  was 
absent  from  squad  room  or  barracks  without  authority  between  11 
p.  m.  and  commencement  of  firing*? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  present  when  the  first  roll  was  called? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
I  was  in  charge  of  company  until  first  sergeant  came. 

Q.  AATiat  men  can  you  particularly  recall  as  being  there  first  when 
the  company  was  formed  ?— A.  A^^len  the  company  was  first  fornied 
Corporal  Daniels,  he  was  next  below  me  in  rank,  by  the  third  section 
rack  being  unlocked  before  the  fourth  section  was.  The  major  was 
downstairs  and  said  form  B  Company.  So  Corporal  Daniels  had 
charge  of  men  that  were  there  first. 

(Told  to  answer  the  direct  question.) 

A.  Private  TavJor,  Private  Holloman,  Corporal  Daniels. 
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Corpl.  Edward  L.  Daniels^  Company  5,  Twenty--fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  A^^iere  were  you  on  August  13  when  shooting  commenced  at 
Brownsville? — A.  Was  in  bed,  asleep. 

Q.  '\^^lere  was  your  bed? — A.  East  end  of  the  company  quarter? 
in  barracks. 

Q.  Asleef)  or  awake? — A.  Asleep. 

Q.  Wlio  was  the  first  enlisted  man  that  you  saw  after  you  awoke  ? — 
A.  They  were  in  confusion ;  I  did  not  notice  particularly. 

Q.  When  you  got  out  to  the  company  who  was  the  senior  non- 
commissioned officer  there? — A.  I  was  the  first  noncommissioned 
officer  downstairs  there,  and  so  I  formed  what  men  were  there. 

Q.  'W\xo  can  you  particularly  recall  as  being  present  when  you 
first  formed  the  company? — A.  Private  Cook;  I  remember  speaking 
to  him  to  form  the  line  on  the  right. 

Q.  Was  this  before  the  shooting  stopt  or  after? — A.  The  shoot- 
ing was  going  on  then. 

Q.  Did  citizens  of  Brownsville  ever  abuse  you?— A.  No,  sir;  I 
never  had  any  trouble  since  I  have  been  in  the  Army  with  anybody. 

Q.  Were  you  awake  at  11  p.  m.  inspection  of  quarters? — A.  No, 
sir. 

Corpl.  Wade  Harris.,  Company  5,  Twenty --fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Wliere  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced at  Brownsville? — A.  I  was  in  my  bed,  asleep,  sir.  Was  in 
quarters  in  bed,  asleep.  • 

Q.  AVlio  was  the  first  enlisted  man  that  you  saw  after  you  awoke? — 
A.  The  first  enlisted  man  that  I  seen  was  Musician  Odon,  who  was 
sounding  call  to  arms. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  abused  by  civilians  in  Brownsville? — A. 
No,  sir ;  I  never  went  out  but  once. 

Q.  Ever  hear  of  men  tell  about  being  abused  in  Brownsville? — 
A.  I  have  heard  talk  of  several  instances  that  happened  with  sol- 
diers. 

Q.  Ever  hear  any  of  these  men  say  they  were  going  to  get  even 
with  persons  in  Brownsville  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  never  had  any  personal 
conversation  with  any  of  them. 

Q.  When  did  you  "first  see  Sergeant  Jackson? — A.  First  saw  him 
after  I  proceeded  downstairs  and  came  back  up. 

Q.  Shooting  going  on  or  had  it  stopt? — A.  Shooting  had  ceased 
at  that  time.     He  was  trying  to  unlock  the  second  section  rack. 

Corpl.  Ray  Burdette.,  Company  5,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  shooting  at  Browns- 
ville commenced? — A.  I  was  at  Brownsville. 

Q.  What  part  of  Brownsville  were  you  in? — A.  I  was  at  the 
guardhouse  on  guard. 

Q.  On  post  at  that  time? — A.  No,  sir;  corporal  of  the  guard. 

Q.  Were  you  on  duty  at  that  time  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  was  asleep. 

Q.  When  you  first  woke  up  where  was  Sergeant  Eeid? — A.  He 
was  outside. 
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Q.  Was  your  relief  present  -when  you  woke  up  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  privates  marched  on  that  day  at  Fort  Brown? — A. 
I  disremember  how  many  it  was. 

Q.  How  many  posts  were  there  that  day? — A.  There  were  three 
posts. 

Q.  AA^ien  was  vour  relief  on  post? — A.  My  relief  was  on  post  from 
T  to  9.  ^ 

Q.  What  did  you  do  when  you  woke  up  ? — A.  When  T  woke  T  fell 
in  with  the  guard. 

Q.  Relief  all  present? — -A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  privates  fell  in  when  the  guard  reported? — A.  All 
fell  in  except  those  on  post;  don't  remember  exactly  how  many 
guards. 

Q.  Sergeant  Reid  was  sergeant  of  the  guard  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  other  noncommissioned  officers  were  on  guard? — A.  Cor- 
poral "WHieeler,  Company  D ;  Corporal  Franklin,  Company  B. 

Q.  Were  you  awake  at  11  o'clock? — A.  At  11  o'clock;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Your  relief  present  then? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  privates  were  in  guardhouse  when  you  came  in? — 
A.  I  disremember  just  now  how  many. 

Gorfl.  Wade  H.  W  atlington^  Company  5,  Twenty --fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  shooting  com- 
menced at  Brownsville  ? — -A.  In  quarters  in  my  bed,  sir. 

Q.  Awake  or  asleep? — A.  Asleep,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  first  enlisted  man  that  vou  saw  after  you  awoke? — 
A.  Q.  M.  Sergt.  Walker  McCurdy. 

Q.  Did  you  get  down  to  the  company  before  the  firing  ceased  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Anybody  in  Brownsville  ever  abuse  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Ever  see  any  colored  men  abused  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  awake  at  11  o'clock  inspection? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Any  men  ever  tell  you  that  they  had  been  abused  in  Browns- 
ville?— A.  No,  sir.     . 

Q.  Never  heard  that  men  were  abused  in  Brownsville? — A.  Yes, 
sir ;  I  have  heard  it  said. 

Q.  Was  it  general  talk  in  the  company? — A.  No,  sir;  it  was  not 
general  talk.     I  have  heard  two  or  three  speak  of  it. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  of  these  people  say  they  would  get  even 
with  the  peop>le  of  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Corpl.  Anthony  Franhlin^  Company  5,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry, 

Q.  On  August  13,  190G,  on  what  duty  were  you? — A.  On  guard, 
sir. 

Q.  Corporal  of  the  guard  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  At  what  hour  was  your  relief  on  post? — A.  I  do  not  know,  sir. 
My  relief  wasn't  on  during  the  trouble.  Corporal  Wheeler,  I  think, 
of  B  Company. 

Q.  Did  your  relief  go  on  post  at  1  o'clock? — A.  No,  sir;  at  2 
o'clock. 
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Q.  Where  were  you  when  the  shooting  commenced  on  August 
13  ? — A.  I  was  at  the  guardhouse. 

Q.  Awake  or  asleep? — A.  I  was  lying  there;  just  had  dozed  off 
asleep. 

Q.  When  you  woke  up  was  your  relief  ail  present,  or  were  any  of 
them  absent? — A.  I  think  they  were  all  present,  sir.  The  sergeant 
of  the  guard  had  the  guard  to  form,  and  they  were  all  present  ex- 
cept those  on  post.     One  relief  was  on  post. 

Q.  How  did  he  have  them  formed  ? — A.  Had  them  formed  in  dou- 
ble-rank formation  right  in  front  of  guardhouse. 

Q.  How  many  files  were  there  in  that  guard  when  he  formed  it  ? — 
A.  I  don't  knoAV,  sir;  I  never  paid  strict  attention  to  them. 

Q.  Didn't  you  notice  whether  your  relief  was  present  or  absent  ? — 
A.  No,  sir;  not  particular.  Didn't  form  by  relief,  sir;  sergeant  of 
the  guard  formed  all  reliefs  together. 

Q.  How  long  did  they  stay  in  double  rank? — A.  In  double-rank 
formation — about  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes. 

Q.  Then  what  did  he  do  with  them?— x\..  Then  he  had  us  form  in 
skirmish  line  in  front  of  the  guardhouse  lying  down. 

Q.  Did  anybody  go  to  the  guardhouse  after  you  awoke? — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  Didn't  see  anybod^'  approach  the  guardhouse? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Wheii  did  you  first  see  Sergeant  Eeid,  sergeant  of  the  guard?— 
A.  Just  as  soon'^as  I  was  up;  as  soon  as  the  first  one  or  two  shots 
were  fired. 

Q.  Where  was  he  when  you  first  saw  him?— A.  Standing  up  in 
the  office;  the  sergeant  of  the  guard's  room. 

Q.  AVas  there  much  firing  after  you  saw  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  after 
I  woke  up ;  most  firing  after  I  woke  up. 

First  Sergt.  Israel  Earns,  Company  D,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  AVhere  were  you  on  August  13  when  shooting  commenced  at 
Brownsville  ? — A.  I  was  upstairs  in  my  bunk,  at  Fort  Brown. 

Q.  In  the  barracks? — A.  Yes,  sir;  in  the  barracks. 

Q.  Awake  or  asleep? — A.  I  was  asleep. 

Q.  Who  was  the  first  enlisted  man  you  saw  after  you  awoke? — A. 
Sergeant  Adams. 

Q.  Was  shooting  going  on  when  you  awoke? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  was  the  company  formed? — A.  A  little  while  after  I 
awoke. 

Q.  Who  formed  it?— A.  The  first  sergeant,  Sergt.  Jacob  Frazier. 

Q.  Was  shooting  going  on  when  the  company  was  being  formed  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir ;  shooting  was  going  on  then. 

Q.  Can  you  remember  any  particular  men  of  the  company  that 
you  saw  before  the  firing  ceased  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  can  remember  lots ; 
I  remember  Sergeant  Adams — he  was  the  first  man  I  saw — and  Pri- 
vate Jackson,  John  A. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  anybody  else  by  name  that  you  can  remember 
to  have  seeji? — A.  No,  sir;" I  don't.     It  was  dark  in  quarters. 

Q.  Who  called  the  roll  of  the  company?— A.  The  first  sergeant. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  abused  by  civilians  in  Brownsville? — A.  No, 
•  sir ;  I  was  not. 
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Q.  Ever  hear  men  of  your  company  say  they  had  been  abused  in 
Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir;  never  heard  any  men  of  my  company. 

Q.  "V\liere  were  you  at  11  o'clock  inspection  of  barracks? — A.  I 
was  in  quarters,  sir. 

Q.  Awake  or  asleep? — A.  I  was  asleep. 

Q.  Since  the  trouble  on  August  13  have  you  heard  anything  that 
would  indicate  who  was  engaged  in  the  shooting? — A.  No,  sir;  I 
haven't  heard  of  any. 

Sergt.   George  Derrett^  Gomfcmy  Z>,  Twenty --fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  shooting  commenced 
at  Brownsville? — A.  I  was  down  at  Fort  Sill. 

Thomas  J.    Green,   quartermaster -sergeant,   Company   Z>,    Twenty- 
■fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  A\Tiere  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  shooting  commenced 
at  Brownsville  ? — A.  I  was  in  bed,  sir ;  in  the  quarters. 

Q.  Awake  or  asleep? — A.  I  was  awake. 

Q.  How  many  shots  did  you  hear  at  first — one  or  a  lot? — A.  I 
first  heard  one  shot. 

Q.  Followed  by  what? — A.  Followed  by  two  or  three;  from  that 
to  volleys. 

Q.  How  many  would  you  think  there  were  in  the  volleys? — A.  I 
couldn't  say;  I  don't  think  there  was  a  great  many  men;  not  over 
ten  or  twelve  men,  I  would  suppose. 

Q.  Who  were  the  first  enlisted  men  that  you  saw  after  the  shoot- 
ing commenced? — A.  The  artificer  of  my  company,  George  W.  New- 
ton ;  he  sleeps  next  room  to  me. 

Q.  See  any  others? — A.  Corporal  Thornton. 

Q.  Who  formed  the  company? — A*  The  first  sergeant. 

Q.  Were  you  down  on  company  parade  before  the  first  sergeant? — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  j^ou  one  of  the  first  down? — A.  There  were  a  good  many 
came  down — I  was  sleeping  downstairs — except  the  corporal  and 
artificer. 

Q.  "Wlien  you  got  there  can  you  remember  any  of  the  men  in  ranks 
or  ready  to  fall  in  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  it  was  dark,  and  I  couldn't  tell  who 
they  were. 

Q.  When  you  got  there  were  you  the  senior  noncommissioned 
officer? — A.  No,  sir;  the  first  sergeant  was  there  and  two  other  ser- 
geants senior  to  myself. 

Q.  Before  August  13  had  you  been  abused  in  Brownsville? — A. 
No,  sir.- 

Q.  Before  that  date  had  you  heard  men  talk  about  being  abused  in 
Brownsville? — A.  I  heard  of  one  man  being  hit  in  the  head  with  a 
six-shooter. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Heard  of  nothing  else? — A.  One  being  pushed  in  the  Eio 
Grande  Kiver.  Neither  one  of  those  men  told  me.  Have  heard  it 
talked  around  among  the  other  men, 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  enlisted  man  of  your  company  who  was 
absent  from  squad  room  or  barracks  without  authority  between  11 
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p.  m.  and  commencement  of  firing?— A.  Only  two;  they  were  on 
pass— Charles  Hawkins,  corporal  at  that  time,  and  Walter  Johnson, 
private. 

Sergt.  Jerry  E.  Reeves^  Company  Z>,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  W^ere  were  you  on  August  13,  when  shooting  commenced 
at  Brownsville?— A.  In  quarters,  sir ;  in  bed. 

Q.  Were  your  quarters  in  the  barracks? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Awake  or  asleep  ? — A.  I  was  asleep. 

Q.  ^Vho  was  the  first  enlisted  man  you  saw  after  you  awoke  ?— A. 
The  first  I  saw  after  I  awoke  was  the  man  next  to  me.  Private  Willis. 

Q.  Was  the  shooting  still  going  on  then?— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was 
waked  by  the  shooting  and  the  noise  of  the  men  in  the  quarters. 

Q.  Many  awake  when  you  awoke?— A.  There  had  been  a  great  deal 
of  excitement;  shooting  was  going  on  pretty  freely. 

Q.  Who  else  did  you  see  besides  Willis  while  the  shooting  was  still 
going  on? — A.  Being  dark,  I  don't  know  just  who  I  saw;  no,  sir. 

Q.^Have  you  ever  been  abused  in  Brownsville  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Any  of  your  company  ever  tell  you  they  had  been  abused  ? — A. 
No.  sir. 

Q.  Ever  hear  any  talk  about  men  being  abused  m  Brownsville?— 
A.  No,  sir ;  more  than  what  I  heard  of  the  abuse  of  some  of  the  men 
of  the  command. 

Q.  Were  you  awake  at  11  o'clock  inspection  of  the  company? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  men  of  the  company  that  were  absent 
between  11  p.  m.  inspection  and  commencement  of  the  firing? — A.  No, 
sir ;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  heard  anything  that  would  indicate  who  the  men 
were  that  were  engaged  in  this  firing  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Sergt.  Walter  Adams,  Company  D,  Twenty -fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Wliere  were  you  on  August  13  when  shooting  commenced  at 
Brownsville? — A.  ^¥lly,  I  was  in  bed — had  just  got  in  bed,  sir. 
Had  been  to  the  toilet. 

Q.  Bed  in  barracks? — A.  Yes,  sir;  in  my  barracks.  I  was  in  bed 
early  that  night,  about  half  past  7,  on  13th. 

Q.  When  did  you  wake  up? — A.  I  woke  up  about,  I  guess,  five 
minutes  to  12,  and  I  wanted  to  go  down  to  the  closet ;  I  went  and  got 
back — why,  it  was  somewhere  close  to  12  o'clock;  was  only  gone  a 
minute  or' two,  when  I  got  upstairs,  something  near  12  o'clock. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anybody  awake  in  the  barracks? — A.  No,  sir;  none 
that  I  know  of  awake;  might  have  been  some  awake;  dark;  no  one 
said  anything;  I  just  creeped  up. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  enlisted  man  of  your  company  who  was 
absent  from  squad  room  or  barracks  without  authority  between  11 
p.  m.  and  commencement  of  firing? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  the  first  shot? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  wide  awake; 
didn't  have  time  to  go  to  sleep.  Wlien  the  first  shot  was  fired  I  got 
up  easily ;  didn't  make  any  noise,  because  I  was  scared ;  didn't  know 
vhat  had  happened.     Several  shots  followed  it. 
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Q.  ^\Tiat  did  you  hear  first — a  single  shot,  or  more  ? — A.  The  first  I 
heard  was  a  single  shot. 

Q.  What  came  after  that? — A.  In  probably  several  seconds  other 
two  shots  fired ;  by  that  time  others  were  up,  too. 

.Q.  How  heavy  was  the  firing  ? — A.  It  seemed  to  be  a  pretty  good 
gun  that  was  fired ;  I  don't  know  what  kind  it  was ;  I  can't  say — was 
greatly  excited. 

Q.  Sound  as  if  a  whole  squad  was  firing  at  any  time? — A.  It  was 
so  many  shots  firing  I  couldn't  tell  you. 

Q.  AVlio  was  the  next  man  to  wake  up  ? — A.  I  couldn't  even  tell  that. 

Q.  "\^nio  spoke  to  you? — A.  Didn't  anyone  speak  to  me. 

Q.  Did  you  speak  to  anybody? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  spoke  to  the  whole 
section,  but  I  spoke  low. 

Q.  Who  was  present  when  the  firing  first  commenced  that  you 
can  remember? — A.  -Sergeant  Harris;  he  was  present,  right  across 
from  me. 

Q.  Anybody  else  you  can  remember  ? — A.*  Well,  I  don't  know  who 
the  men  Avere  on  the  other  side  of  me ;  I  don't  remember  them. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  abused  by  civilians  in  Brownsville? — A.  No, 
sir ;  I  didn't  visit  the  town  but  very  seldom. 

Q.  Any  man  of  your  company  tell  you  they  had  been  abused? — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Ever  talk  with  men  about  trouble  that  soldiers  were  having 
in  Brownsville? — A.  I  haven't  had  any  talk  with  anyone  about  it, 
because  nobod}^  wanted  to  tell  me  anything  about  it  except  they 
didn't  know.     They  hadn't  had  any. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  down  there  before  this  happened? — A.  I 
paid  no  attention  to  the  time.     Don't  know  just  exactly. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  enlisted  man  of  your  company  who  was 
absent  from  squad  room  or  barracks  without  authority  between  11 
p.  m.  and  commencement  of  firing? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  When  you  went  to  the  toilet  room  did  you  see  anybody  ? — A.  I 
didn't  see  the  man,  but  it  was  the  scavenger  and  his  cart.  I  didn't 
see  the  man,  but  I  heard  the  cart  going  along,  and  I  went  upstairs. 
At  that  time  there  was  no  trouble  that  I  know  of. 

Corpl.  Temple  Thornton,  Company  Z>,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced at  Brownsville? — A.  In  the  quarters. 

Q.  Asleep  or  awake? — A.  I  was  asleep. 

Q.  Who  was  the  first  enlisted  man  that  you  saw  after  you 
awoke? — A.  Artificer  Newton;  he  woke  me  up;  me  and  him  were 
sleeping  in  the  same  squad  room,  and  he  woke  me  up. 

Q.  Was  shooting  going  on  then? — A.  Yes,  sir;  shooting  was 
goiftg  on  when  I  first  woke  up. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  abused  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Any  men  ever  tell  you  they  had  been  abused  there? — A.  I 
heard  of  a  man  being  knocked  in  the  head  with  a  six-shooter. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  he  did  not  tell  me  himself ;  just 
heard  it  talked  around  the  soldiers;  and  of  someone  being  pushed 
overboard  from  the  pier  as  you  go  over  into  Mexico. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  enlisted  man  of  your  company  who  was 
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absent  from  squad  room  or  barracks  without  authority  between  11 
p.  m.  and  commencement  of  firing? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Corpl.  Samuel  Wheeler^  Company  Z?,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  On  what  duty  were  you  on  August  13,  1906? — A.  On  guard, 
sir. 

Q.  When  the  firing  commenced  where  was  your  relief — on  post  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  on  duty  at  this  time  in  the  guardhouse? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  That  is,  you  were  in  the  guardhouse  when  it  commenced? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  else  was  in  the  guardhouse? — A.  I  do  not  know;  but 
there  was  a  few  other  members  of  the  guard.  The  two  reliefs  were 
in  there. 

Q.  Where  was  Sergeant  I^eid? — A.  Sergeant  Reid  was  laying  on 
the  bunk  there,  where  the  noncommissioned  officers  lay,  at  the  right- 
hand  side  of  the  door. 

Q.  How  long  had  he  been  on  the  bunk? — A.  I  do  not  Iniow,  sir; 
I  couldn't  tell;  didn't  notice  when  he  laid  there. 

Q.  AVlien  did  your  relief  go  on  post?— A.  Half  past  10,  sir. 

Q.  Sergeant  Reid  been  absent  from  the  guardhouse  after  half 
past  10? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge,  sir;  don't  remember  him  being 
away. 

Q.  Any  privates  of  the  guard  leave  the  guardhouse  while  your 
relief  was  on  post? — A.  No,  sir;  because  they  were  all  pretty  busy 
patroling — one  patrol  right  after  the  other,  irom  8  o'clock  iip  and 
even  at  that  time. 

_  Q.  Any  patrol  sent  out  while  your  relief  was  on  post? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Who  made  them? — A.  The  other  two  corporals;  both  belonged 
to  B  Company.     They  made  the  next  two  patrols. 

Q.  Was  that  while  your  relief  was  on  post  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  Sergeant  Reid  make  up  a  patrol? — A.  I  do  not  think  he 
did.     I  mean  in  this  time. 

Q.  During  the  time,  that  your  relief  was  on  post  did  anj^  member 
of  the  guard  leave  the  guardhouse  for  any  purpose  except  to  make 
patrols? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Before  Sergeant  Reid  got  on  his  bunk  what  was  he  doing? — A. 
I  don't  know,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  in  the  guardhouse? — A.  Yes,  sir;  when  I  saw  him  on 
the  bunk  he  was  in  the  guardhouse. 

Q.  Was  he  in  the  guardhouse  before  he  got  on  his  bunk? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  stay  in  the  same  room  with  him? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  leave  that  room  while  you  were  on  duty,  while  your 
relief  was  on  post  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  what  purpose  ? — A.  To  see  what  was  the  matter  with  No.  2 
when  he  called  for  the  guard. 

Q.  Did  he  leave  the  guardhouse  before  this  time? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Wliere  was  Sergeant  Reid  when  the  firing  commenced? — A. 
In  the  guardhouse. 
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Q.  Is  the  guard  room  where  the  privates  of  the  guard  sleep? — A. 
Wliere  the  noncommissioned  officers  sleep. 

Cor  pi.  AY  inter  Washingto7i,  Company  Z?,  Twenty --fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Wliere  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  shooting  commenced 
in  Brownsville  ? — A.  I  was  at  Fort  Brownsville,  sir. 

Q.  "\Miere? — A.  In  quarters  in  D  Company's  barracks.  ^^ 

Q,  Awake  or  asleep? — A.  I  was  asleep. 

Q.  Wlio  was  the  first  enlisted  man  you  saw  after  you  awoke? — A. 
The  first  enlisted  man — I  can't  remember,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  illtreated  by  anybody  in  Brownsville  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  go  to  sleep  that  night  ? — A.  About  9  o'clock. 

Q.  When  did  you  first  wake  up  ?— A.  I  woke  up  when  I  heard  the 
shooting. 

Q.  Not  before? — A.  No,  sir;  the  shooting  woke  me  up. 

Q.  Any  men  ever  tell  you  that  they  had  been  abused  in  Browns- 
ville?—A.  No,  sir;  no  one  told  me  personally  about  it. 

Corpl.  James  H.  Ballard^  Company  Z>,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Wliere  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  shooting  commenced 
at  Brownsville? — A.  Asleep  in  company  orderly  room. 

Q.  Was  the  shooting  going  on  when  you  awoke  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Wlio  was  the  first  enlisted  man  that  you  saw? — A.  The  first 
enlisted  man  I  saw  after  waking?,  I  ran  upstairs  and  saw  a  squad 
at  the  gun  racks  asking  for  racks  to  be  opened.  Said  call  to  arms 
was  ^oing,  and  the  first  three  men  I  saw — Corporal  Powell,  noncom- 
missioned officer  in  charge  of  quarters,  and  Private  Wickersham ;  they 
were  standing  at  the  rack.  The  third  man  I  just  can't  remember  his 
name.     It  was  dark,  and  we  hadn't  lit  up  quarters. 

Q.  When  you  saw  these  men  was  the  shooting  going  on  ? — A.  Yes,  "^ 
sir;  the  shooting  was  going  on  then. 

Q.  Had  you  ever  been  abused  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Any  men  ever  tell  you  that  they  had  been  abused  in  Browns- 
ville?— A.  Private  Newton,  Company  C;  I  remember  the  night  he 
got  hit. 

Q.  Did,  he  tell  you  about  it? — A.  Yes,  sir;  came  around  and  then 
said  he  got  hit  on  the  street. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  he  was  going  to  do  about  it? — A.  Keport  to 
his  captain. 

Q.  Anything  else? — A.  No,  sir;  said  he  was  going  to  report  it  to 
his  captain. 

Q.  Wliat  time  did  you  go  to  sleep  on  August  13  ? — A.  About  half 
past  10,  sir. 

Q.  Wake  up  before  the  shooting  commenced  ? — A.  I  was  awakened 
by  the  shooting. 

Private  Thomas  Jefferson^  Company  C,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  shooting  com- 
menced at  Brownsville,  Tex.? — A.  Brownsville,  Tex.;  in  my  quar- 
ters that  night. 

Q.  Were  you  in  Brownsville  or  Fort  Brown? — A.  Fort  Brown. 
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Q.  Awake  or  asleep  ? — A.  I  was  asleep. 

Q.  Shooting  wake  you  up  ? — A.  The  shooting  woke  me  up,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  first  enlisted  man  you  saw  when  you  awoke? — A. 
First  enlisted  man  I  saw  was  the  sergeant;  name,  Brawner. 

Q.  Had  you  been  abused  by  civilians  in  Brownsville? — A.  No, 
sir, 

Q.  Any  man  ever  tell  you  that  he  had  been  abused?— A.  No,  sir; 
not  any  man  told  me. 

Private  Joseph  E.  Gray,  Company  (7,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  '^'V^iere  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  shooting  com- 
menced?— A.  Brownsville,  sir;  in  quarters. 

Q.  Brownsville  or  Fort  Brown? — A.  Fort  Brown. 

Q.  Awake  or  asleep? — A.  I  was  asleep,  sir. 

Q.  ^^^len  did  you  go  to  sleep?— A.  Went  to  sleep  something 
after  11  o'clock,  sir. 

Q.  Anybody  leave  the  barracks  after  11  o'clock? — A.  Not  as  I 
know  of,  sir. 

Q.  Anybody  in  Brownsville  ever  abuse  you? — A.  No,  sir;  no- 
body said  anything  wrong  to  me  while  I  was  down  there. 

Q.  Any  man  tell  you  that  he  had  been  abused  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I 
heard  some  say  they'^had  been  mistreated. 

Q.  ^vMio? — A.  Private  Newton  was  one  of  them.  Said  he  was 
struck  down  there  nigh  the  custom-house.  Private  Keed,  Com- 
pany C,  claims  that  he  was  shoved  off  the  boat  that  runs  from 
Brownsville  to  Matamoros. 

Q.  Wk^it  did  they  say  they  were  going  to  do  about  it?— A.  I 
never  heard  them  say  anything. 

Private  Edward  Lee,  Company  (7,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  shooting  com- 
menced?—A.  The  12th  I  came  off  guard  and  put  in  for  pass  that 
day  and  spent  it  in  Mexico.  I  got  back  that  evening  and  was  up 
around  town,  and  afterward  went  down  to  a  Mexican  house,  and 
we  danced  a  good  part  of  the  night,  I  suppose  about  12  o'clock,  and 
went  to  bed  then.  The  Mexican  woman  called  my  attention  to  a 
shot  afterward  we  went  to  bed.  I  never  heard  any  more  about 
the  affair  until  next  morning. 

Q.  How  many  shots  did  you  hear?— A.  I  was  not  sure  that  I 
heard  any. 

Q.  Did  you  leave  her  house  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  I  stayed  there  all  night. 

Q.  What  was  this  woman's  name? — A.  I  do  not  know  her  name. 
The  next  morning  I  came  in  and  was  halted  by  a  sentry,  who  told 
me  that  some  shooting  had  been  going  on  in  the  post. 

Q.  Had  you  ever  been  abused  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Private  James  Woodson,  Company  C,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  ^^^lere  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  the  shooting  oc- 
curred in  Brownsville? — A.  Was  in  my  quarters;  in  bed,  sir. 
Q.  Asleep  or  awake? — A.  I  was  asleep. 
Q.  Have  you  ever  been  abused  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Any  men  ever  tell  you  that  they  had  been  abused  in  Browns- 
ville ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  two  men  of  my  company. 

Q.  Who  were  they  ?— A.  Private  Newton,  Company  C,  was  one  of 
them,  and  Oscar  Keed,  private. 

Q.  What  did  they  say  they  were  going  to  do  to  the  people  that 
abused  them  ? — A.  Not  anything,  either  of  them,  to  me. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  go  to  sleep  that  night?— A.  I  do  not  re- 
member just  what  time.  I  know  I  came  in  early  that  night  and  was 
asleep  before  11  o'clock ;  I  was  asleep  before  check. 

Private  Mark  Gorman^  Company  6',  Twenty--fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  AVhere  were  you  on  August  13  when  shooting  commenced  in 
Brownsville? — A.  In  bed. 

Q.  A\^iere  was  the  bed  ? — A.  Upstairs. 

Q.  In  quarters? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Asleep  or  awake? — A.  I  was  asleep;  they  woke  me  up. 

Q.  Anybody  in  Brownsville  ever  abuse  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  asleep  at  11  o'clock  inspection  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  guess 
I  was ;  I  didn't  know  when  they  came  thru. 

Private  George  Johnson^  Company  C^  Twenty-iifth  Infantry. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  service? — A.  I  have  been  about 
seven  years. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13  when  shootmg  commenced  ^ — A. 
I  was  down  to  the  Government  corral,  sir.     Down  at  the  stables. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  the  shooting?— A.  I  never  heard  anything  about 
it  until  the  corral  boss  came  in  and  woke  us  up. 

Q.  AVhat  time?— A.  I  do  not  know  exactly;  must  be  between  11 
and  12  or  12  to  1 ;  I  couldn't  say. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  the  alarm?— A.  No,  sir;  never  heard  anything 
about  it  until  he  came  over  and  woke  us  up. 

Q.  Anybody  in  Brownsville  ever  abuse  you?— A.  No,  sir;  I  was 
down  town  every  day  high  as-  three  times  a  day.  Never  had  any 
trouble  at  any  time  I  was  there.  I  was  there  three  times  a  day;  I 
was  driving  the  officers'  rig. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  go  to  bed  in  the  corral  ?— A.  I  am  not  cer- 
tain ;  I  think  it  must  have  been  about  8  o'clock.  That  is  the  time  I 
generally  go  to  bed;  always  have  to  be  up  a  quarter  to  half  past  4 
and  5 ;  4iave  to  do  all  the  feeding. 

Q.  Were  you  in  Brownsville  that  night?— A.  No,  sir. 

Private  Joseph  Rogers,  Company  C,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  shooting  com- 
inenced  ? — A.  I  was  at  the  guardhouse. 

Q.  Asleep  or  awake?— A.  As:i^ep,  sir. 

Q.  Who  did  you  first  see  when  you  awoke?— A.  The  sergeant  of 
the  guard. 

Q.  Name  him.— A.  Sergeant  Eeid. 

Q.  Was  the  shooting  still  going  on?— A.  Yes,  sir.  ^    . 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville  ?— A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Any  man  ever  tell  you  that  he  had  been  abused  in  Browns- 
ville?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who? — A.  A  couple  of  the  men  that  is  in  the  guardhouse  now, 
Oscar  Eeed  and  James  Newton. 

Private  Lewis  J.  Baker,  Company  G,  Twenty-ilftli  Infantry.     • 

Q.  ■\A^ere  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  shooting  com- 
menced in  Brownsville? — A.  I  was  asleep  in  quarters.  I  was  woke 
up  by  call  to  arms ;  I  fell  in  line  waiting  for  orders. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  tell  you  that  he  had  been  abused  in  Browns- 
ville?— A.  Yes,  sir;  Private  NeAvton  and  Private  Eeed. 

Q.  Did  they  tell  you  what  they  were  going  to  do  about  it? — A. 


Cook  George  Grier,  Company  C,  Ttoenty -fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  shooting  commenced 
at  Brownsville? — A.  I  was  in  bed. 

Q.  ^^Iiere  was  j^our  bed? — A.  In  my  bed  on  back  porch  of  bar- 
racks. 

Q.  Were  you  asleep  or  awake?— A.  I  was  asleep. 

Q.  ^Qio  was  the  first  enlisted  man  that  you  saw  when  you 
awoke? — A.  The  first  one  I  saw  was  the  sentry;  he  was  shooting. 
Just  as  I  woke  up  I  lookt  out  and  saw  the  sentry  shooting;  seen 
the  blazes  from  his  gun. 

Q.  yfho  was  the  sentry? — A.  I  do  not  know  his  name. 

Q.  Which  way  was  his  gun  pointed  ? — A.  His  gun  was  pointed  up. 

Q.  Anybody  in  Brownsville  ever  abuse  you? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Any  man  ever  tell  you  that  he  had  been  abused  in  Browns- 
ville?— A.  Well,  we  had  a  fellow  in  our  company — Newton. 

Q.  Did  they  tell  you  about  it? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  in  the  guard- 
house when  they  were  telling  it. 

Q.  Was  he  excited  and  angry?— A.  No,  sir;  he  didn't  seem  to  be 
excited. 

Q.  Wliat  did  he  say  he  was  going  to  do  about  it?— A.  He  didn't 
say. 

Private  Erasmus  T.  Dabhs,  Comjmny  G,  Tioenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13  when  the  shooting  commenced 
at  Brownsville  ?— A.  On  August  13  I  was  in  Brownsville. 

Q.  What  part  of  Brownsville? — A.  I  was  in  the  fort;  at  Fort 
Brown. 

Q.  A^^ereabouts  in  Fort  Brown? — A.  I  can't  just  exactly  describe 
the  post. 

Q.  Where  were  you  in  the  fort;  what  part  of  the  fort? — A.  Up- 
stairs in  quarters. 

Q.  Awake  or  asleep? — A.  I  was  asleep. 

Q.  '\Vlien  did  you  go  to  sleep  ? — A.  I  went  to  bed  about  10  o'clock. 

Q.  Were  you  awake  at  11  o'clock  inspection  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Anybody  tell  you  that  they  had  been  abused  in  Brownsville  ? — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Private  James  T.  Harden,  Company  (7,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  shooting  com- 
menced in  Brownsville? — A.  I  was  at  Lieutenant  Higgins'  quarters. 

Q.  Awake  or  asleep  ? — A.  Asleej),  sir.- 

Q.  Who  did  you  first  see  when  you  awoke? — A.  Artificer  Rudy, 
next  morning. 

Q.  Anybody  in  Brownsville  ever  abuse  you? — A.  No,  sir. 

Private  James  Sinlder,  Gomjmny  0,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Wliere  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  shooting  com- 
menced at  Brownsville? — K.  I  was  at  Fort  Brown. 

Q.  What  part  of  Fort  Brown? — A.  In  my  quarters  in  bed. 

Q.  Awake  or  asleep  ? — A.  Asleep  when  it"  commenced. 

Q.  When  did  you  go  to  sleep? — A.  I  went  to -sleep  about  9  o'clock, 
I  guess.     I  went  to  bed  early. 

Q.  Awake  when  the  11  o'clock  inspection  was  made? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anybody  leave  the  barracks  after  inspection? — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Anybody  in  Brownsville  ever  abuse  you? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  tell  you  that  they  had  been  abused  in  Browns- 
ville?— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  heard  men  speak  about  it. 

Q.  "Who  told  you  that  they  were  abused  ? — A.  Private  Newton,  of 
Company  C.        ' 

Q.  Who  else  told  you  ? — A.  Private  Reed. 

Q.  Anybody  else? — A.  No,  sir. 

Private  Clifford  I.  Adair.  Company  C,  Twenty -fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  "Where  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  shooting  commenced 
at  Brownsville? — A.  In  my  bunk;  in  quarters. 

Q.  Awake  or  asleep? — A.  Asleep,  sir. 

Q,  Wlien  did  you  go  to  sleep? — A.  I  can't  remember  exactly  the 
time  because  we  didn't  have  any  clock  there. 

Q.  Were. you  awake  at  11  o'clock  inspection? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anybody  leave  the  barracks  after  11  o'clock  before 
the  shooting  commenced? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  abused  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Ever  have  an}'-  trouble  with  anybody  at  all? — A.  Only  trouble 
I  had  I  bought  a  pen  from  Mexico  and  it  was  taken  away  from  me — 
a  writing  pen.  I  asked  to  pay  duty  on  it,  and  he  wouldn't  let  me 
pay  duty  on  it.  Said  he  was  going  to  report  to  my  company  com- 
mander and  asked  for  my  name  and  what  company  I  belonged  to, 
and  I  told  him. 

Q.  Did  he  make  any  insulting  remarks  to  you? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
he  said,  "  You  damned  niggers  are  too  smart  around  here." 

Q.  ^Yliat  was  his  name? — A.  I  do  not  know,  sir. 

Q.  Any  other  trouble  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Any  men  ever  tell  you  that  they  had  been  abused  or  had  trou- 
ble?— A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Value  of  this  pen  taken  awa}^  from  you? — A.  I  paid  50  cents 
gold  for  it. 

Private  George  Gray^  Company  G,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  August  13  when  shooting  commenced  at 
Brownsville? — A.  I  was  sleeping  on  the  back  porch  toward  the 
officers'  line. 

Q.  "^Miat  back  porch? — A.  Front  porch  of  company  barracks. 
Was  asleep  when  shooting  commenced. 

Q.  Shooting  wake  you  up? — A.  Yes,  sir;  shooting  and  the  trum- 
pet blowing. 

Q.  Wlio  was  the  first  man  you  saw  when  you  woke  up  ? — A.  I  and 
another  man  was  sleeping — he  was  just  before  me^Rudy,  of  C  Com- 
]3any — he  was  sleeping  on  the  front  porch  too. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  abused  in  Brownsville  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Any  man  ever  tell  you  that  he  had  been  abused  there  ? — A.  No, 
sir;  personally.     One  man  got  hit. 

Q.  Did  they  ever  tell  you  ? — A.  N-o ;  not  personally. 

Private  Edward  Johnson,  Gomimny  G,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Wliere  were  you  when  the  shooting  commenced  ? — A.  I  was  on 
pass  that  night  out  in  town.  I  am  married  and  had  a  wife  and  lit- 
tle baby ;  at  home  that  night.     On  orderly  pass. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  the  shooting? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  stay  during  the  shooting? — A.  I  stayed  there 
with  my  wife  and  child. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  soldier  that  night  while  you  were  in  Browns- 
ville?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  After  the  shooting? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  abused  in  Brownsville  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  your  wife  in  Brownsville  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Private  August  WilUams,  Gompany  G,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Wliere  were  you  on  August  13  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced?— A.  In  Brownsville,  Tex. 

Q.  Wliat  part  of  Brownsville  ? — A.  I  was  in  the  post ;  in  quarters. 

Q.  Awake  or  asleep? — A.  Asleep,  sir. 

Q.  Anybody  in  Brownsville  ever  abuse  you? — A.  No,  sir;  nobody 
ever  abused  me. 

Q.  '\^'lio,  if  anybody,  told  you  that  they  had  been  abused? — A. 
Nobody  that  I  remember. 

Artificer  Gharles  A.  Rudy,  Gompany  G,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q,  Where  were  you  when  shooting  commenced  on  August  13? — 
A.  I  was  sleeping  at  Brownsville,  Tex.  Sleeping  on  the  front  porch 
of  the  quarters  upstairs.  As  near  as  I  can  say,  12  o'clock — as  I  can 
think.  I  was  awaken  by  a  shot  in  the  rear  of  the  quarters  toward 
BroMmsville  in  the  street.  When  it  went  off  I  jumped  up  out  of  my 
bed  and  started  in  the  quarters ;  had  to  go  down  into  the  quarters. 


APFRAY   AT   BROWNSVILLE,  TEX.  61 

Q.  Who  was  the  first  man  that  you  saw?— A.  Private  George. 
Gray ;  he  was  sleeping  out  on  porch  with  me. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Any  man  ever  tell  you  that  he  had  been  abused  in  Browns- 
ville?— A.  No  man  ever  told  me  personally. 

Private  John  Kirhpatrick^  Company  G,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  ^Miere  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  shooting  commenced 
in  Brownsville  ? — A.  In  hospital,  sir ;  sick. 

Q.  Did  you  leave  the  hospital  after  the  shooting  commenced  ?~ 
A.  No,  sir ;  didn't  leave  at  all. 

Q.  Were  you  awake  or  asleep  when  the  shooting  commenced? — 
A.  I  was  asleep. 

Q.  How  many  men  were  in  the  hospital  with  you? — A.  Private 
Nolan,  of  the  Hospital  Corps,  and  another  young  man — the  dis- 
pensary man. 

Q.  AVliat  I  wanted  was  how  many  men  were  in  the  hospital  of  the 
Twenty-fifth  Infantry?— A.  Myself,  Harden,  the  man's  orderly; 
don't  know  his  name.     Three. 

Q.  Did  any  of  them  leave  the  ward  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced ? — A.  Not  as  I  know  of,  sir. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Private  Frank  J.  Lijyscomb^  Company  C,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  shooting  commenced 
at  Brownsville  ? — A.  I  was  asleep  in  quarters. 

Q.  AMien  did  you  go  to  sleep? — A.  About  9  o'clock,  as  near  as  I 
can  remember. 

Q.  Were  you  awake  at  11  o'clock  check? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Anybody  in  Brownsville  ever  abuse  you? — A.  No,  sir;  never 
abused  me  at\ll.  Myself  and  another  fellow,  Newton,  were  going 
down  the  sidewalk  one  night  and  a  fellow  knocked  him  in  the  head. 

Q.  At  night,  was  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  had  Newton  done?— A.  Not  anything  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  'Wlio  was  on  the  sidewalk? — A.  Some  ladies  on  the  sidewalk  at 
the  time.     I  don't  know  who  they  were. 

Q.  Did  thev  take  up  all  the  sidewalk  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  ^A^iere  did  Newton  go? — A.  He  went  right  straight  down  the 
street,  and  I  turned  the  corner  and  Avent  down  the  other  street. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Newton  when  he  past  these  ladies?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  was  he  when  he  past  them,  on  or  off  the  sidewalk? — 
A.  He  was  on  the  sidewalk ;  next  to  the  fence. 

Q.  Did  he  do  anything  to  them? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  touch  them  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  he  did. 

Q.  Did  he  say  anything  to  them  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  done  to  Newton? — A.  He  was  knocked  down  by  a 
man  standing  there  with  the  ladies. 

Q.  A^^at  did  the  man  say  to  him  ? — A.  I  never  heard  him  say  any- 
thing. 

Q.  Did  Newton  get  up  again  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  got  up. 

Q.  A^Tiat  did  he  do  ?— A.  Not  anything. 

Q.  ^^^ere  did  he  go? — A.  He  went  on  down  the  street  and   1 
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turned  the  corner.     After  I  turned  the  corner  I  did  not  see  him  any 
more  until  we  got  to  the  quarters. 

Q.  Did  he  go  toward  town  or  toward  the  barracks  after  he  was 
hit? — A.  He  went  on  down  town  from  the  barracks. 

vQ  -"Did  he  fippear  to  be  hurt  much  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  he  didn't  appear 
to  be. 

Q.  Dial  he  and  you  ever  talk  of  the  affair  again? — A.  No,  sir. 
T^^en  the  carj^tain  asked  us  about  it. 

Q.  Anybody  -  else  ever  tell  you  that  they  had  been  abused  ? — A.  No, 
sir;  nobody  else  .ever  told  me. 

Q.  Did  the  man  tllc^t  knocked  NeAvton  down  say  anything  to  either 
of  you  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  ht,o  didn't  say  anything  to  me. 

Q.' Did  he  say  anything  i^io  either  of  you?— A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  How  far  away  were  you  .when  Newton  was  knocked  down,  from 
Newton? — A.  I  do  not  know  ex-actly;  about  two  or  three  paces,  I 
guess. 

Q.  Did  you  stay  there  until  New  .ton  got  up  and  went  away?— 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  "What  did  you  do  ? — A.  I  just  went'  around  the  corner. 

Private  West  Logan,  Gompany  G,  Til  ^enty-flfth  Infantry. 

Q.  ^Vliere  were  you  on  August  13  whfc.^n  the  shooting  com- 
menced?— A.  In  the  quarters,  asleep,  sir.. 

Q.  Did  you  wake  up  when  the  shooting  was  (.going  on? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Anybody  in  Brownsville  ever  abuse  you  ?— .  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  any  man  ever  tell  you  that  he  had  been  abnised  in  Browns- 
ville?— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  heard  some  of  the  boys  say  so. 

Q.  Who  were  the  men? — A.  Private  Newton,  who>  got  hit  down 
there. 

Q.  Any  other  man  besides  Newton? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Wlien  did  you  go  to  sleep  that  night? — A.  I  Vv^ent  to  sleep 
after  lights  were  out;  9  o'^clock,  I  suppose. 

Q.  Were  you  awake  at  11  o'clock  inspection? — A.  No  ,  sir. 

Private  John  8treater,  Gomjyany  G,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  AVhere  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  shoOv.+ing  com- 
menced in  Brownsville? — ^A.  I  was  in  the  corral  at  Foru^  Brown. 
Working  in  the  quartermaster  corral,  sir. 

Q.  Awake  or  asleep? — A.  Asleep. 

Q.  Did  3^ou  hear  the  shooting? — A.  No,  sir;  didn't  he^ar  the 
shooting. 

Q.  Anybody  in  Brownsville  ever  abuse  you? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Any  man  ever  tell  jou  that  he  had  been  abused  in  Br^owns- 
ville? — A.  I  heard 'that  one  was  shoved  off  the  street  or  got  st^T-uck. 

Q.  Wlio?— A.  Private  Newton. 

Private  William  Lewis,  Company  G,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.    "^Yhere   were    you    on    August    13    when    the  ■  shooting   com- 
menced?— A.  I  was  in  Fort  Brown  in  my  bunk. 
Q.  Awake  or  asleep? — A.  Asleep. 
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Q.  Were  you  asleep  at  11  o'clock  inspection? — A.  I  was  asleep 
at  check. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Private  Robert  Turner^  Go7yipany  C^  Twenty -fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13  when  shooting  commenced  ? — 
A.  Was  over  across  the  garrison  at  Lieutenant  Hay's  quarters  at 
Fort  Brown. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  the  shooting? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  awake  or  asleep  when  the  shooting  commenced? — 
A.  I  was  asleep  when  it  first  commenced. 

Q.  Did  anybody  in  Brownsville  ever  abuse  you? — X.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  anybody  ever  tell  you  that  they  had  been  abused  in 
Brownsville? — A.  Yes,  sir;  one  was  Private — don't  remember  his 
name. 

Private  John  T.  Haiclcins^  Company  C^  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced ? — A.  I  was  asleep  in  bed  in  quarters. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Corpl.  Preston  Washington^  Company  C^  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  "Wliere  were  you  on  August  13  when  the  shooting  commenced 
in  Brownsville  ? — A.  In  quarters  in  my  bunk,  sir. 

Q.  Awake  or  asleep  ? — A.  Asleep. 

Q.  Were  you  awake  at  11  o'clock  inspection  check? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  A^^io  did  you  first  see  when  you  woke  up,  corporal  ? — A.  I  could 
not  tell,  for  there  was  no  light  in  the  quarters. 

Q.  A'^Hio  was  the  first  you  recognized  ? — A.  Corporal  IMadison. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Sergeant  Brawner? — A.  I  saw  Sergeant  Brawner 
when  shooting  was  about  all  over. 

Q.  Where  was  he  then  ? — A.  He  was  coming  up  steps. 

Q.  He  was  coming  into  the  barracks  was  he? — A.  He  was  coming 
up  steps. 

Q.  Anybody  in  Brownsville  ever  abuse  you? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Any  men  ever  tell  you  that  they  had  been  abused  in  Browns- 
ville ? — A.  No,  sir ;  none  told  me  anything. 

Q.  Ever  hear  the  men  talk  about  being  abused? — A.  Never  heard 
them  say  anything  at  all. 

Private  Thomas  L.  Mosley^  Company  C,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13  when  the  shooting  commenced 
at  Brownsville  ? — A.  At  Brownsville,  sir. 

Q.  On  what  street  in  Brownsville? — A.  In  my  quarters;  in  my 
bed,  sir. 

Q.  Then  you  were  in  Fort  Brown?— A.  Yes,  sir;  Fort  Brown. 

Q.  Was  the  shooting  going  on  when  you  awoke?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Any  men  ever  tell  you  that  they  had  been  abused  in  Browns- 
ville ? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Were  you  awake  at  11  o'clock  inspection  check?— A.  I  don't 
know  exactly  what  time  it  was;  I  was  awake  when  inspection  was 
made. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  stay  awake  ? — A.  Was  up  all  night,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  up  all  night? — A.  Yes,  sir;  went  on  guard  after 
check. 

Q.  'Wliat  time  did  they  make  check  roll  call? — A.  I  don't  know,  sir; 
never  saw  any  time. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  you  have  to  be  in  your  bunk  at  11  o'clock? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  there  is  inspection  at  11  o'clock? — A.  I  do 
not  know  whether  it  was  11  or  after.     It  was  after  shooting  took 
place. 
^  Q.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  service  ? — A.  About  seven  years, 
sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  know  that  there  was  inspection  at  11  o'clock 
then  ? — A.  I  did  not  know  what  time ;  whether  it  was  11  or  after  or 
before  then. 

Q.  Who  was  the  first  man  you  saw  after  you  woke  up  ? — A.  I  do 
not  know,  sir;  all  were  getting  up  when  I  woke  up;  shooting  was 
going  on. 

Private  James  Perry,  Cojnjmny  C,  Twenty -fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  "S^Tiere  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced ? — A.  I  was  at  Fort  Brown,  asleep,  sir ;  in  my  bed,  sir,  asleep 
in  quarters. 

Q.  Were  you  awake  at  11  o'clock  inspection  check  roll  call  ? — A.  I 
was  awake  after  the  shooting  taken  place ;  was  asleep  at  check. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  didn't 
have  any  trouble. 

Q.  Any  man  ever  tell  you  that  he  had  been  abused  in  Browns- 
ville ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  have  any  talk  with  anybody  about  it. 

Private  William  Mapp,  Company  C,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  '\^niere  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  shooting  commenced 
at  Browns\dlle  ? — A.  I  was  in  my  bunk  asleep,  sir. 

Q.  In  company  quarters  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  you  go  to  sleep  ? — A.  I  went  to  bed  about  half  past 
9,  sir. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir;  they 
did  not. 

Q.  Any  man  tell  you  that  he  had  been  abused  in  Brownsville? — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Private  George  W.  Harris,  Company  C,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced at  Brownsville? — A.  *I  was  in  quarters  in  my  bunk,  sir. 

Q.  Asleep  or  awake? — A.  Asleep. 

Q.  When  did  you  go  to  sleep  ?— A.  Went  to  bed  about  10  minutes 
past  8  that  night. 

Q.  Were  yon  awake  at  11  o'clock  inspection  check? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Bi'ownsville  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Any  man  ever  tell  you  that  they  had  been  abused  in  Browns- 
ville?— A.  One  man  came  there  one  night  with  a  hole  laiocked  in 
his  head  and  said  he  was  hit  over  the  head  with  a  revolver. 

Q.  Who  was  the  man  ? — A.  Private  Newton. 

Musician  Walter  Banks,  Company  G,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  "V\^iere  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced?— A.  I  was  in  bed,  sir;  in  quarters. 

Q.  Anj'^body  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir;  I  never 
visited  Brownsville  more  than  once  while  I  was  down  there. 

Q.  Any  man  ever  tell  you  that  he  was  abused? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
seen  several  men;  two  men;  one  man  out  of  my  company  got 
knocked  in  the  head  by  some  of  the  citizens. 

Q.  Name  him. — A.  Private  Newton;   he  is  at  San  Antonio. 

Q.  Who  else? — A.  There  was  one  man  with  him,  Private  Lips- 
comb. 

Q.  Anybody  else  tell  j'-ou  about  being  abused? — A.  We  had  one 
man  that  was  thrown  in  the  river  down  there. 

Q.  "Wlio  was  it?— A.  Private  Eeed. 

Q.  Anybody  else? — A.  No,  sir;   not  that  I  know  of. 

Private  Andrew  Mitchell,  Company  C,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Wliere  were  you  on  August  13  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced?— A.  I  was  on  guard  duty  at  the  guardhouse.  I  was 
waken  by  the  sergeant  of  the  guard.  He  said  there  was  shooting 
on  the  outside. 

Q.  'Who  was  sergeant  of  the  guard? — A.  Sergeant  Eeid,  ]^  Com- 
pany. 

Q.  When  did  you  come  off  post  ? — A.  I  came  off  post  at  10  o'clock. 

Q.  Did  you  leave  the  guardhouse  after  10  o'clock  before  shoot- 
ing commenced? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  3'ou  go  to  sleep  right  after  10  o'clock? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Wlien  you  woke  up  did  you  see  the  corporal  of  your  relief? — ■ 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  it? — A.  Corporal  Burdette. 

Q.  Anybody  in  Brownsville  ever  abuse  you? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  any  man  ever  tell  you  that  he  had  been  abused  in  Browns- 
ville?— A.  One  man  got  hit  down  there. 

Q.  Did  he  ever  tell  you? — A.  No,  sir;  no  one  particularly  told 
me  they  were  abused. 

Q.  Who  did  you  ever  hear  of  being  abused? — A.  Private  New- 
ton, C  Company. 

Q.  Anybody '^else  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Private  William  McGuire,  Company  G,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced at  Brownsville? — A.  In  quarters  asleep,  sir. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville? — ^A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Did  any  man  ever  tell  you  that  he  had  been  abused  in  Browns- 
ville?— A.  Private  Newton,  Comi^any  C,  was  struck  with  a  six- 
shooter  on  the  street. 

Q.  Anybody  else? — A.  No,  sir;  only  Private  Reed  was  shoved 
overboard  between  there  and  Matamoros. 

Private  James  E.  Armstrong^  Gomfany  C^  Twenty --fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13  when  shooting  commenced? — 
A.  I  was  in  the  quarters,  sir;  in  the  bunk. 

Q.  Awake  or  asleep? — A.  I  was  asleep  when  it  commenced;  was 
awakened  by  the  shooting. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  abused  by  anybody  in  Brownsville? — A.  No, 
sir ;  I  had  not  been ;  didn't  go  about  much. 

Q.  Did  any  man  ever  tell  you  that  he  had  been  abused? — A.  No, 
sir;  they  didn't  just  tell  me,  though  I  knew  of  some  that  had  been. 

Q.  Name  them. — A.  Private  Newton,  of  Company  C;  Private 
Reed,  of  Company  C. 

Q.  That  is  all  the  men  you  Imow  about,  is  it? — A.  Yes,  sir.      , 

Private  Leartis  Webb,  Company  C,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced ? — A.  In  bed,  asleep ;  bed  was  near  the  door  upstairs ;  in 
the  quarters. 

Q.  Awake  or  asleep? — A.  Asleep. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  tell  you  that  they  had  been  abused  in  Browns- 
ville?— A.  No,  sir. 

Private  Calvin  Smith,  Company  C,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  'Where  were  you  on  August  13  when  the  shooting  commenced  ? — 
A.  I  was  in  my  bed,  sir;  in  quarters. 

Q.  Awake  or  asleep? — A.  I  was  asleep;  woke  up  by  noise  of 
shooting. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Private  John  Smith,  Company  C,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Wliere  were  you  on  August  13  when  the  shooting  commenced 
at  Brownsville  ? — A.  I  was  in  confinement. 

Private  Alphonso  Holland,  Company  C,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  TVTiere  were  you  on  August  13  when  shooting  commenced  at 
BrownsAdlle? — A.  In  bed  asleep,  sir;  in  quarters. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Any  man  ever  tell  you  that  he  was  abused  in  Brownsville? — 
A.  I  heard  some  of  the  soldiers  talking ;  wasn't  talking  direct  to  me. 
I  can't  remember  the  names.  I  am  a  new  man  in  the  company ;  can 
not  remember  the  two  men,  but  there  were  two. 
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Private  Henry  T.  W.  Brown,  Company  Z>,  Tioenty--flfth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  yoii  on  August  13,  1906,  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced ? — A.  Fort  Brown,  Tex. ;  in  barracks,  asleep. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Any  man  ever  tell  you  that  he  had  been  abused  in  Browns- 
ville?— A.  Once.  His  name  is  Xewton.  belonged  to  C  Company. 
Man  by  the  name  of  Reed  belonged  to  C  Company.     That  is  all. 

Q.  Ever  hear  of  anybody  else  being  abused  there  from  any  com- 
pany?— A.  No,  sir. 

Cook  Robert  Williams,  Company  Z>,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13  when  the  shooting  commenced  ? — 
A.  In  my  room,  sir;  asleep. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Any  man  ever  tell  you  he  had  been  abused  in  Brownsville? — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Cor  pi.  Albert  Roland,  Company  D,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13  when  the  shooting  commenced  ? — 
A.  I  was  in  my  quarters. 

Q.  Awake  or  asleep  ? — A.  I  was  asleep  at  the  beginning  of  it. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  anybody  say  that  he  had  been  abused  in 
Brownsville  ? — A.  I  heard  one  man  say ;  I  can  not  think  of  his  name ; 
belongs  to  C  Company ;  the  man  that  said  that  he  got  hit. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  go  into  a  saloon  in  Brownsville? — A.  Only  one; 
a  discharged  soldier  had  one  there ;  I  went  into  it. 

Q.  Was  that  a  private  saloon  for  the  Twenty-fifth  Infantry  sol- 
diers?— A.  Yes;  I  think  it  was. 

Q.  Never  went  into  a  city  saloon  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  never  went  into  a 
city  saloon. 

Private  Dorsie  Willis,  Company  Z>,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  WTiere  were  you  on  August  13  when  the  shooting  commenced  ? — 
A*  I  was  in  bed,  sir ;  in  quarters  in  garrison ;  Company  D  quarters. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Hear  any  rumors  that  men  were  abused  in  Brownsville? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Name  those  that  you  heard  were  abused  ? — A.  Private  Newton, 
Company  C. 

Q.  Anybody  else? — A.  Private  Eeed,  also  Company  C. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  in  a  city  saloon  in  Brownsville? — A.  No, 
sir;  only  the  one  that  was  run  there  by  a  discharged  soldier. 

Private  William  E.  Jones,  Company  D,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry, 

Q.  Wliere  were  you  on  August  13  when  the  shooting  commenced  ? — 
A.  I  was  in  Captain  Lyon's  quarters,  asleep. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Have  you  ever  been  in  a  city  saloon  in  Brownsville? — A.  1 
went  in  a  INIexican  saloon ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  was  in  Brownsville,  you  mean  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Wliite  people  frequent  that  saloon? — A.  No,  sir. 

Private  Zachariah  Sparks,  Company  Z>,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13  when  the  shooting  commenced  ? — 
A.  I  was  at  Fort  Brown,  Tex. ;  in  the  quarters,  asleep. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  in  a  city  saloon  in  Brownsville? — A.  No, 
sir. 

Private  Charles  H.  Hawldns,  Company  Z>,  Twenty -f^fth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13  when  the  shooting  commenced  ? — 
A.  I  was  in  town  on  a  pass. 

Q.  AVliereabouts  in  town  ? — A.  I  was  downtown,  below  the  market. 

Q.  In  a  house,  or  where  ? — A.  In  a  house ;  in  a  INIexican  house. 

Q.  Any  other  soldiers  there  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  nobody  but  myself. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  in  a  city  barroom  in  Brownsville? — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  the  Mexicans  friendly  with  the  soldiers  of  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Infantry? — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  seemed  to  be  very  friendly — ^the 
Mexicans. 

Q.  Mexican  women  know  the  soldiers? — A.  Yes,  sir;  a  few  of 
them  did. 

Private  Elias  Grant,  Company  D,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced?— A.  In  quarters,  sir. 

Q.  Awake  or  asleep? — A.  Asleep. 

Q.  Anybody  in  Brownsville  ever  abuse  you? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  in  a  saloon  or  barroom  in  the  city  of  Browns- 
ville?— A.  No,  sir. 

Private  Elmer  Peters,  Company  D,  Twenty -fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Wliere  were  you  on  August  13  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced?— A.  Fort  Brown,  in  bed,  sir;  in  quarters. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville  ?-— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  in  a  saloon  or  barroom  in  Brownsville  ?— A. 
Yes,  sir;  I  was  in  one. 

Q.  Who  kept  it? — A.  I  think  a  Mexican;  a  Mexican  was  run- 
ning it. 

Q.  Any  other  people  there  getting  drinks  at  the  time? — A.  Yes, 
sir;  one  of  my  friends  was  there. 

Q.  Any  white  people? — A.  No,  sir;  no  white  people  there  at  all 
at  this  saloon ;  at  least  I  didn't  see  any  while  I  was  in  there. 

Private  James  Newton,  Company  D,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced ? — A.  I  was  in  Lieutenant  West's  quarters,  sir ;  asleep,  sir. 
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Q.  Have  3'ou  ever  been  in  a  saloon  in  Brownsville? — A.  Yes, 
sir;  I  have  been  in  a  couple  of  saloons;  they  were  Mexican  saloons. 
One  by  the  depot;  one  by  the  market  house. 

Q.  Any  .white  people  in  these  saloons  when  you  were  in  them  ? — 
A.  I  do  not  remember  seeing  any.     Just  Mexicans. 

Q.  An3'body  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville? — A.  Xo,  sir;  I  never 
had  any  trouble  there  with  an3^one. 

Private  Stroivder  Darnell^  Company  Z>,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced?— A.  In  quarters,  sir. 

Q.  Awake  or  asleep? — A.  I  was  asleep;  I  was  wakened  by  the 
shooting. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  in  a  saloon  in  Brownsville? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Any  white  people  in  the  saloon  when  you  were  in  it? — A.  'No, 
sir. 

Q.  Was  it  a  Mexican  saloon? — A.  No,  sir;  it  was  a  fellow  thnt  got 
discharged  out  of  B  Company  that  was  running  the  saloon. 

Private  Sam  M.  Battle,  Coiwpany  Z?,  Twenty -fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced?^— A.  I  was  on  guard,  sir;  up  to  the  guardhouse. 

Q.  Asleep  or  awake? — A.  Asleep,  sir. 

Q.  Who  woke  you  up? — Jl.  The  sergeant  of  the  guard;  Sergeant 
Reid,  of  Companj^  B,  sir. 

Q.  Was  that  before  the  alarm  sounded  on  the  trumpet?— A.  Yes, 
sir;  he  woke  me  up  before  the  sound  to  arms,  sir. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville?- -A.  No,  sir;  nerer 
had  any  trouble  at  all,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  in  a  saloon  kept  by  a  white  man'^ — A.  No,  sir. 

Private  Wesley  3Iapp,  Company  D,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13  when  shooting  commenced? — 
A.  In  the  baker  shop. 

Q.  The  shooting  wake  you  up  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  awake  when  it  commenced  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  was  not. 

Q.  When  did  you  first  hear  about  the  shooting? — A.  Corporal 
Harris,  of  B  Company,  came  doAvn  and  woke  me  up;  can't  tell  the 
hour. 

Q.  When  you  woke  up  who  did  you  see? — A.  No  one  but  Corporal 
Harris  and  a  man  that  w;\s  in  the  shop  with  me.  Private  John  Brown. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  go  into  a  saloon? — A.  No,  sir;  only  John  Hol- 
loman's;  colored  soldier  that  was  discharged. 

Private  Barney  Harris.,  Company  Z>,  Twenty -fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced?— A.  I  was  "at  Fort  Brown,  Tex. 

Q.  State  what  part  of  Fort  Brown. — A.  In  the  quarters  asleep,  sir. 
Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  anybody  being  abused  in  Brownsville? — 
A.  I  heard  of  a  little  trouble  that  some  of  the  soldiers  had.  I  do 
not  know  their  names. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  in  a  saloon  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Private  Richard  Crooks,  Company  /?,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  "Where  were  you  on  August  13  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced?— A.  I  was  in  my  bunk  in  my  barracks. 

Q.  Awake  or  asleep? — A.  Asleep,  sir. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  BroAvnsville  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  in  a  barroom  in  Brownsville  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  proprietor? — A.  I  do  not  know,  sir;  it  was  some 
Mexican. 

Q.  Ever  in  a  white  man's  saloon  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Prioate  Henry  Rohinson,  Company  Z>,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  AVhere  were  you  on  August  13  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced?— A.  In  my  bed,  sir;  in  the  barracks. 

Q.  Awake  or  asleep? — A.  Asleep,  sir. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  didn't 
have  any  trouble. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  in  a  saloon  in  Brownsville  kept  by  a  white 
man? — A.  No,  sir. 

Private  Benjamin  F.  Johnson,  Company  D,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced at  Fort  Brown? — A.  I  was  on  No.  1  post. 

Q.  When  did  you  go  on  ? — A.  Ten  o'clock. 

Q.  Is  your  post  such  that  you  can  see  the  door  of  the  guardhouse 
all  the  time  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  right  along  in  front  of  the  guardhouse. 

Q.  When  you  were  posted  did  you  see  Sergeant  Eeid,  sergeant  of 
the  guard? — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  at  the  guardhouse. 

Q.  Did  he  leave  the  guardhouse  while  you  were  on  post? — A. 
"When  the  shooting  commenced  he  was  taking  patrol  and  went  out. 

Q.  From  the  time  that  you  were  posted  until  the  shooting  com- 
menced, did  Sergeant  Reid  leave  the  guardhouse ?— A.  No,  sir; 
after  the  shooting  commenced. 

Q.  While  you  were  on  post  and  before  the  shooting  commenced, 
did  anybody  leave  the  guardhouse?— A.  When  they  sent  the  patrol 
out  to  bring  in  men  on  post. 

Q.  How  long  before  the  shooting  commenced  did  that  patrol  re- 
turn?—A.  I  do  not  know  exactly  what  time  they  left  or  what  time 
the  patrol  came  in. 

Q.  After  you  were  posted  and  before  the  shooting  commenced,  did 
anybody  come  to  the  guardhouse  ?^A.  I  didn't  see  anyone  come 
to  the  guardhouse. 

Q.  You  heard  the  first  shot,  did  you  not?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  first  time  how  many  shots  were  there?— A.  It  seemed  like 
there  were  about  six  or  seven. 

Q.  When  the  shooting  first  commenced  how  many  shots  did  you 
hear? — A.  About  six  or  seven. 
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Q.  Did  you  hear  one  shot  singly  to  begin  with?— A.  No,  sir; 
about  six  or  seven  shots. 

Q.  All  right  together?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  when  you  heard  the  first  shot?— A.  I  gave 
the  alarm;  called  for  the  sergeant  of  the  guard. 

Q.  ^Alio  came  out  when  you  called?— A.  I  do  not  remember  who 
it  was. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  who  the  corporal  was? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  that  it  was  a  corporal? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  can't  remember  which  corporal  it  was? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  you  first  see  Sergeant  Keid  after  you  gave  the 
alarm?— A.  When  the  guard  was  turned  out;  he  formed  the  guard. 

Q.  Who  was  the  corporal  of  your  relief?— A.  I  disremember 
who  the  corporal  of  my  relief  was. 

Q.  Did  the  officer  of  the  day  visit  the  guard  while  you  were  on 
post? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  corporal  posted  you?— A.  I  disremember  who  the  cor- 
poral of  the  guard  was. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  scaA^enger  while  you  were  on  post  No.  1? — 
A.  There  was  some  man  came  up;  I  do  not  know  who  he  was;  I 
called  the  corporal  of  the  guard ;  he  went  on  back.  I  do  not  know 
who  he  was. 

Q.  What  corporal  came  when  you  called  the  corporal  of  the 
guard  when  the  scavenger  or  other  person  came  up? — A.  The  cor- 
poral of  my  relief;  I  disremember  who  he  was. 

Q.  Who  was  sergeant  of  the  guard  ?— A.  Sergeant  Reid. 

Q.  What  corporals  were  on  guard? — A.  I  do  not  know,  sir. 

Artificer  George  Newton,  Co7n]}any  Z>,  Twenty --fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13  when  the  shooting  commenced 
at  Brownsville? — A.  I  was  in  my  bed  asleep,  in  quarters;  in  bar- 
racks. 

Q.  Anybody  in  Brownsville  ever  abuse  you? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  in  a  saloon  in  Brownsville? — A.  I  went 
in  a  Mexican's  place  there. 

Q.  Ever  in  a  white  man's  saloon?— A.  The  first  night  I  got  there 
I  was  in  one,  the  name  of  Mr.  Taylor,  I  believe ;  some  of  the  Twenty- 
sixth  fellows  carried  me  in  there  and  gave  me  a  glass  of  beer. 

Q.  White  men  in  the  saloon?— A.  Yes,  sir.  He  invited  us  back. 
I  never  had  opportunity;  was  a  carpenter. 

Q.  Did  they  have  a  separate  bar  for  colored  men  in  the  saloon  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  vou  object  to  that?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  service? — A.  When  I  com- 
plete this  enlistment  I  will  be  started  on  my  tenth  year.  There  was 
nothing  said  about  these  three  fellows  of  the  Twenty-sixth  taking 
me  in  and  giving  me  a  drink.  The  gentleman  took  me  out  to  a 
place  where  he  was  going  to  open  a  restaurant  for  our  boys — for 
colored  men.  .  > 

Q.  Did  you  object  to  that?— A.  No,  sir;  because  in  place  where 
I  was  raised  they  have  them  that  way;  kind  of  garden  like  in  rear 
of  building. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  talk  with  any  of  the  men  on  the  subject  of  hav- 
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ing  a  separate  bar? — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  have  but  a  very  little 
said  to  me  anyway.  Went  to  a  drug  store  to  get  some  pills,  I  be- 
lieve it  was,  and  to  get  some  writing-paper  tablet.  Wanted  to 
know  where  we  were  from,  and  I  told  him;  he  said,  "  You  boys  is 
the  nicest  set  of  boys  I  have  ever  met.  We  have  learned  from  the 
boys  of  the  Twenty-sixth  that  you  were  going  to  be  awfully  rough 
here.    You  are  the  nicest  set  of  fellows  I  ever  met." 

Q.  Did  you  buy  anything  at  this  drug  store? — A.  I  bought  some 
pills  and  a  tablet,  I  believe  it  was. 

Q.  Did  they  object  to  selling  to  you?— A.  No,  sir.  The  first 
drug  store  I  went  to  I  walked  in,  and  nobody  said  anything  to  nie. 
Some  gentlemen  in  there  talking.  I  stood  around  for  a  ffew  min- 
utes; nobody  said  anything,  didn't  ask  me  what  I  wanted  or  any- 
thing, so  I  walked  out.  They  didn't  say  anything  to  me  nor  did  I 
to  them. 

Musician  Joseph  Jones,  Company  Z),  Tiventy -fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  ^^^lere    were    you    on    August    lo    when    the    shooting    com- 
menced ? — A.  I  was  in  my  bed  in  the  quarters. 
Q.  Asleep  or  awake? — A.  Asleep,  sir. 
Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Have  you  ever  been  in  a  barroom  in  Brownsville  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Private  Alonso  Haley ^  Company  Z>,  -Twenty -fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  'Where  were  you  on  August  13  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced?— A.  In  the  quartermaster  corral,  sir. 

Q.  Awake  or  asleep?— A.  I  was  aAvake  at  the  time  the  trouble 
commenced. 

Q.  Who  was  with  you  ? — A.  There  were  three  other  soldiers  and 
three  civilian  teamsters.  Private  Williams,  Company  B;  Private 
Johnson,  C  Company ;   Private  John  Henry,  D  Company. 

Q.  Were  they  awake  or  asleep  ?— A.  They  were  asleep,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Elmer  Brockon,  B  Company  ?— A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Who  were  the  three  teamsters?— A.  1  disremember  their 
names;  a  couple  of  them  were  Mexicans;  I  do  not  remember  the 
civilians'  names. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  abused  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  go  into  a  saloon  in  Brownsville  kept  by  a  white 
man? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  were  the  other  teamsters  in  the  corral  besides  these  that 
you  have  named  ? — A.  One  other  soldier  teamster  out  of  C  Company ; 
I  disremember  his  name. 

Q.  Any  from  D  Company?— xl.  Private  Williams,  from  B  Com- 
pany. 

Q.  Where  was  he?— A.  He  was  in  the  corral;  teamster,  quarter- 
master's. 

Mtisician  Hoyt  Robinson,  Company  Z>,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Wliere  were  you  on  August  13  when  the  shooting  coin- 
menced?— A.  I  was  on  guard. 
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Q.  Just  state  where  j'ou  were  at  this  particular  time? — A.  I  was 
in  the  guardhouse,  asleep. 

Q.  "\Vlio  woke  you  up  ? — A.  A  member  of  the  guard. 

Q.  Can't  you  remember  who? — A.  I  did  not  know  the  name  of 
the  guard. 

Q.  A\Tiat  noncommissioned  officer  did  you  see  as  soon  as  you  woke 
up? — A.  Sergeant  Eeid,  Company  B;  Corporal  Wheeler,  Company 
D.     Those  were  the  only  two., 

Q.  Anybod}^  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  in  a  saloon  in  Brownsville  kej)t  by  a  white 
man  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Private  John  Green,  Company  D,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  AMiere  were  you  on  August  13  when  firing  commenced? — A. 
In  my  bunk ;   my  bunk  was  in  the  barracks. 

Q.  Awake  or  asleep? — A.  Asleep. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir;  never 
abused  me. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  go  into  a  saloon  in  Brownsville  kept  by  a  white 
man? — A.  No,  sir;  never  went  into  any  saloon  down  there  at  all. 
Went  into  eating  shop  but  no  white  saloon. 

Q.  Wko  kept  the  eating  house,  a  white  man? — A.  No,  sir;  it  was 
a  Mexican. 

Q.  How  did  the  Mexicans  treat  the  soldiers? — A.  They  treated  us 
fine,  very  well.     All  of  them  treated  me  all  right. 

Private  George  W.  Hall,  Company  Z>,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced?—A.  In  bed,  sir;   in  quarters. 

Q.  Asleef>  or  awake? — A.  Asleep,  sir." 

Q.  Anybody  ever  mistreat  you  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  in  a  saloon  kept  by  a  white  man  in  Browns- 
ville?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  "Wliy  didn't  you  go?  Wouldn't  they  allow  you  in  there?— A. 
No,  sir;  I  wasn't  allowed  in  there.     That  is,  I  heard. 

Q.  Do  you  object  to  having  separate  bar  for  soldiers  of  the 
Twenty-fifth  Infantry? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  object  at  all. 

Q.  If  you  do  not  object,  would  you  rather  have  it  that  way? — A. 
It  would  suit  me,  sir;  wouldn't  care  to  object;  it  suits  me. 

Q.  Wliich  way  would  you  prefer? — A.  I  don't  know  which  way  I 
would  prefer  to  have  it ;  I  don't  care. 

Private  John  R.  Jones,  Company  D,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13  when  the  shooting  commenced? — 
A.  In  my  bunk,  asleep ;  bunk  was  in  the  barracks  of  Company  D. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  go  to  a  saloon  kept  by  a  white  man  in  Browns- 
ville?—A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Why  not? — A.  I  didn't  feel  like  going. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  they  wouldn't  let  you  in? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
I  heard  it. 
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Q.  Did  you  go  to  Mexican  saloons  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Go  to  Holloway's  saloon  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  Holloway's  saloon  kept  for  soldiers  of  the  Twenty-fifth 
Infantry  alone?— A.  No,  sir;  anyone  that  wisht  to  go. 

.'     Private  Joseph  Shanks^  Comjyany  Z>,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13  when  the  shooting  commenced  ? — 
A.  I  was  in  quarters;  barracks. 

Q.  Awake  or  asleep? — A.  Asleep,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  abused  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  anybody  being  abused  in  Brownsville  ? — A 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  go  into  a  saloon  in  Brownsville  kept  by  a  white 
man  ? — A.  '^No,  sir. 

Q.  Why  not? — A.  Had  no  occasion  to  go  in,  sir. 

Private  Charles  Jones.,  Company  Z>,  Twenty -fi,fth  Infantry. 

Q.  AYlierewere  you  on  August  13  when  the  shooting  commenced? — 
A.  Fort  Brown,  Tex. ;  in  barracks. 

Q.  Awake  or  asleep  ? — A.  Asleep,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  abused  in  Brownsville  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  go  to  a  saloon  kept  by  a  white  man  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Why  not? — A.  Because  when  I  got  dowm  there  I  heard  they 
didn't  allow  us  in  there,  and  I  didn't  visit  them.  Visited  Mexican 
saloon  there,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  the  Mexicans  treat  the  Twenty-fifth  Infantry  sol- 
(iiers? — A.  All  right;  I  wouldn't  want  to  be  treated  any  better  by 
any  nation  at  all. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  anybody  being  abused  in  Brownsville? — A. 
Yes,  sir;  Private  Newton,  C  Company,  and  Private  Reed,  C  Com- 
pany. 

Q.  Anybody  else? — A.  A  man  spoke  about  making  a  man  get  off 
the  street;  Jefferson,  I  think,  of  C  Company. 

Q.  Anybody  else? — A.  No,  sir. 

Private  Walter  Johnson.,  Company  />,  Twenty -f^fth  Infantry. 

Q.  "\Vliere  were  you  on  August  13  when  firing  commenced? — A. 
Over  across  the  river  in  Mexico  on  orderly  pass. 

Q.  When  did  you  return  to  the  United  States  ?— A.  I  got  back  be- 
tween 2  and  3  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

Q.  How  did  the  Mexicans  treat  you  over  in  Mexico  ? — A.  Treated 
me  pretty  nice. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  go  into  a  saloon  in  Brownsville  kept  by  a  white 
man? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Why  not? — A.  I  don't  indulge. 

Private  Rohert  L.  Rogan,  Company  Z>,  Twenty -fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  T\^iere  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  the  firing  com- 
menced ?— A.  On  August  13  about  12  o'clock  was  laying  in  my  bed ; 
was  awakened  by  the  men  running  around  the  quarters. 
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Q.  An^ybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  anything  you  didn't  like? — A.  No,  sir;  I  never  go  around 
much  an}^  ^^J- 

Q.  Anybody  ever  call  you  names  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir; 
never  been  out  to  have  any  names  called  to  me. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  go  into  a  saloon  in  Brownsville  kept  by  a  white 
man  ? — A.  Don't  drink  at  all,  sir. 

Private  Henry  H.  Davis.  Company  Z>,  Twenty -■fi,fth  Infantry. 

Q.  "Wliere  were  you  on  August  13  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced?— A.  I  was  in  my  quarters. 

Q.  Awake  or  asleep? — A.  Asleep. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  abused  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Heard  of  anybody  being  abused  in  Brownsville? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
heard  of  some  soldiers  being  abused. 

Q.  Who? — A.  Private  Newton,  Company  C. 

Q.  Anybody  else? — A.  Yes,  sir;  Private  Resd,  of  Company  C. 
That  is  all  I  have  heard  of. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  in  a  saloon  in  Brownsville  kept  by  a  white 
man? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Wky  not? — A.  Understood  we  were  not  alloAved. 

Q.  Ever  in  a  saloon  kept  by  a  Mexican  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  they  treat  you?— A.  They  treated  me  very  nicely. 

Q.  Did  you  feel  aggrieved  because  you  couldn't  go  in  a  saloon 
kept  by  a  white  man  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  of  any  soldiers  that  objected  to  a  separate  bar  for 
colored  soldiers  and  white  people? — A.  No,  sir;  I  didn't  hear  of  any. 

Q.  Would  you  go  to  such  a  place  if  there  was  one? — A.  No,  sir;  I 
wouldn't  go  there. 

Q.  Then  you  would  object  to  a  place  that  had  two  barrooms — 
one  for  colored  people  and  one  for  white  people  ?^-A.  It  doesn't 
make  any  difference.  I  don't  drink  any  way.  Most  any  place 
would  do. 

Private  John  Sloiv,  Company  />,  Twenty -fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  TN^iere  were  you  on  August  13  when  shooting  commenced? — 
A.  I  was  at  quarters,  asleep. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  anybody  who  had  been  abused  in  Browns- 
ville?— A.  I  heard  about  a  man  being  struck  there. 

Q.  Who  was  the  man? — A.  I  think  he  belonged  to  C  Company. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  visit  a  saloon  kept  by  a  white  man  ? — A.  No,  sir ; 
I  went  to  a  saloon  a  Mexican  kept  close  by  the  depot  once. 

Q.  How  did  the  Mexicans  treat  you? — A.  All  right,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  Mexicans  did  you  know  down  there  ? — A.  I  did  not 
know  any,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  go  into  a  saloon  in  Brownsville  kept  by  a  white 
man? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Why  not? — A.  I  never  went  out  much  at  all;  I  went  out  there 
once  when  I  went  to  a  jMexican  saloon. 
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Pnvate  John  A.  Jachson,  Company  Z>,  Twenty -fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  "\"\liere  were  you  on  August  13  when  the  firing  commenced? — 
A.  In  post,  sir;  D  Company  barracks. 

Q.  Awalve  or  asleep? — A.  Asleep. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  abused  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  go  to  a  barroom  kept  by  a  white  man? — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  Why  not? — A.  I  heard  the  other  soldiers  talking  about  it. 
Heard  the  other  soldiers  say  we  were  not  allowed  around.  Went 
in  two  saloons  in  Brownsville;  one  was  a  Mexican,  one  a  colored 
fellow's. 

Q.  How  did  the  Mexicans  treat  you? — A.  Treated  me  nicely. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  anybody  being  abused  in  Brownsville? — 
A.  Yes,  sir;   talked  around  there  amongst  some  of  the  soldiers. 

Q.  Name  some  reported  abused. — A.  Newton,  of  C  Company. 

Q.  "\^^lo  else?— x\.  Never  could  find  out  the  other  one's  name; 
told  me  some  soldier  got  throwed  off  boat  down  by  the  wharf. 
Don't  know  who  he  was. 

Private  Edward  Bohinson,  Company  Z>,  Tircnty-f-fth  Infantry. 

Q.  Wliere  were  you  on  August  13  when  shooting  commenced? — 
A.  In  quarters,  sir. 

Q.  State  whether  you  were  awake  or  asleep.^A.  Asleep. 

Q.  Ever  been  abused  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir;  not  in  par- 
ticular. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  mistreated  in  any  way  in  Brownsville? — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Anj'body  ever  call  you  names? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Ever  in  a  barroom  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  you  drink? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Cook  Charles  Dade.,  Company  Z>,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  service? — A.  Nearly  twenty- 
two  years,  sir. 

Q.  A^Tiere  were  you  on  August  13  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced?— A.  In  Brownsville.  Just  outside  the  wall  with  my 
family. 

Q.  By  authority? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Awake  or  asleep? — A.  Asleep. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  abused  in  Brownsville?- — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Your  family  ever  been  abused? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  the  Mexicans  there  treat  you  ? — ^A.  Well,  they  treated 
me  all  right.     I  have  no  fault  to  find  with  the  Mexicans  at  all. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  go  in  a  barroom  or  saloon  in  Brownsville? — A. 
Two  I  have  been  in. 

Q.  Kept  by  white  men? — A.  Think  they  were  white,  but  kept  b}'" 
Mexican  bartenders. 

Q.  Any  white  people  in  the  saloon  when  you  were  there? — A. 
There  were  two  in  one  saloon. 

Q.  Did  they  say  anything  to  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 


AFFBAY   AT    BROWNSVILLE,  TEX.  77 

Pricate  Leri  Reeves^  Comjmny  Z>,  Twenty -fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  'NAliere  were  you  on  August  13  when  shooting  commenced? — 
A.  I  was  up  in  quarters  in  bed. 

Q.  State  whether  you  were  awake  or  asleep. — A.  I  was  asleep. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  go  into  a  saloon  in  Brownsville  kept  by  a  white 
man? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  ^Why  not  ? — A.  Just  heard  that  they  wouldn't  allow  them ; 
never  would  go  around. 

Q.  Did  you  go  in  a  Mexican  saloon? — A.  Yes;   one. 

Q.  Did  you  feel  angry  because  you  couldn't  go  in  the  other 
saloons? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  man  being  abused  in  Brownsville? — 
A.  Heard  there  was  a  fellow  shoved  overboard  by  some  revenue 
officer  down  there;  another  fellow  struck  in  the  head  there,  and  he 
said  some  revenue  officer  did  that. 

Q.  Any  more? — A.  No,  sir. 

Musician  Henry  Jimerson^  Company  5,  Twenty -fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  shooting  in  Browns- 
ville commenced? — A.  In  quarters,  sir. 

Q.  Awake  or  asleep  ? — A.  Asleep. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  abused  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  in  a  saloon  in  Brownsville  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  never 
was. 

Private  William  M.  Matthews,  Com/pany  Z>,  Twenty -fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  l^'liere  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  shooting  com- 
menced ? — A.  In  quarters,  sir. 

Q.  Awake  or  asleep  ? — A.  Asleep,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  abused  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  in  a  saloon  in  Brownsville ?— A.  Once,  sir; 
called  the  depot  saloon — Mexican  saloon. 

Private  George  ^y .  Perkins.,  Company  C,  Twenty -fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  service? — A.  Eight  years. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced?— A.  In  Brownsville;  in  quarters,  in  bed. 

Q.  Awake  or  asleep  ? — A.  Asleep  at  the  time. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  abused  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  in  a  saloon  in  Brownsville  kept  by  a  white 
man  ? — A.  Once  I  started  in  there  and  turned  back.  x\  Mexican  told 
me  not  to  go  in  those  saloons  because  they  wouldn't  serve  me,  so  I 
turned  back  and  wouldn't  go  in.  On  one  occasion  I  was  down  town 
unloading  freight,  stopped  in ;  otherwise  haven't  been  in. 

Q.  Ever  been  in  a  Mexican  saloon  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Private  John  Butler^  Company  D,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13  when  shooting  commenced? — 
A.  In  quarters;  in  bed. 
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Q.  Were  you  ever  abused  in  Brownsville  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  went  out 
but  very  little  while  there ;  there  only  a  short  time. 

Q.  Were  j^ou  ever  in  a  saloon  kept  by  a  white  man? — A.  No,  sir; 
T  wasn't  in  but  one  saloon  while  there ;  it  was  a  Mexican  saloon. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  men  being  abused  in  any  way  in 
Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir;  not  "as  I  knows  of.  I  didn't  hear  of  any. 
Heard  of  a  man  getting  hit  there  and  was  reported  to  the  command- 
ing officer ;  was  the  onlj^  case. 

Private  Edward  Jordan^  Company  Z>,  Twenty -f^fth  Infantry. 

Q.  Wliere  were  you  on  August  13  when  shooting  commenced?  — 
A.  At  the  quarters. 

Q.  Awake  or  asleep  ?— A.  Asleep. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  abused  in  Brownsville  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Ever  go  in  a  barroom  in  Brownsville  kept  by  a  white  man  ? — A. ' 
Went  to  a  Mexican  saloon  once  there. 

Private  Henry  Barclay .,  Gomfany  Z>,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  "V\n.iere  were  you  on  August  13  when  firing  commenced  in 
Brownsville? — A.  Up  in  quarters. 

Q.  Awake  or  asleep  ? — A.  Asleep. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  abused  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Ever  hear  of  anybody  being  abused  in  Brownsville  ? — A.  Heard 
of  one  soldier;  heard  two  soldiers  say  a  soldier  by  the  name  of  New- 
ton, C  Company.  ■ 

Q.  Did  you  ever  go  into  a  saloon  in  Brownsville  kept  by  a  white 
man? — A.  No,  sir;  onl}^  went  into  one  saloon  a  soldier  put  up  there. 

Q.  Wliy  didn't  you  go  into  a  saloon  kept  by  a  white  man? — A. 
Why,  before  I  got  there,  heard  some  fellows  say  that  we  couldn't  go 
in  white  saloons  there. 

Private- Edward  Wickersham,  Company  D,  Ttventy -fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  shooting  commenced 
at  Brownsville  ? — A.  I  was  in  quarters. 

Q.  Awake  or  asleep  ? — A.  I  was  asleep. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  didn't 
give  them  any  chance.     Stayed  around  quarters  all  the  time. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  in  a  saloon  in  Brownsville? — A.  Yes,  sir;  in  a 
Mexican  saloon  and  colored  saloon  there. 

Q.  "Wliy  didn't  you  go  into  a  saloon  kept  by  a  white  man?— A.  I 
had  never  been  in  that  part  of  the  country  only  when  soldiering; 
reason  I  didn't  go — said  I  wasn't  wanted  in  there,  so  didn't  go. 

Q.  Were  you  content  with  the  Mexican  and  colored  saloons? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Private  Alfred  N.  Williams,  Company  B.,  Twenty -f^fth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  [Avere]  you  on  August  13  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced?— A.  Asleep  in  the  corral  at  Fort  Brown.  Tex. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir;  not 
while  I  was  there. 
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Q.  Ever  hear  of  any  men  being  abused  while  in  Brownsville? — 
A.  I  heard  one  man  in  C  Company  got  hit  over  the  head  with  a  six- 
shooter:  Private  Newton,  Company  C,  and  also  a  man  by  the  name 
of  Private  Reed,  Company  C.  Helird  that  he  was  shoved  overboard 
there. 

Q.  Anybody  else?— A.  Another  m.an  had  a  little  trouble  there; 
forget  his  name.  Man  in  D  Company  had  a  little  trouble;  forget 
his  name,  tho. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  abused  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir:  I  never 
was. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  visit  a  saloon  kept  by  a  white  man  in  Browns- 
ville?— A.  Never  but  once;- went  in  there,  was  refused,  and  walked 
out.     Whs  refused  to  drink  at  front  part  of  the  bar,  so  walked  out. 

Q.  Could  you  go  around  to  the  other  part  of  the  bar  ? — A.  Could 
go  around- and  get  one. 

Q.  You  objected  to  that?— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  objected. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  go  into  a  Mexican  saloon? — A.  No,  sir;  never 
did  go  in  a  Mexican  saloon. 

Private  John  Broivn,  Company  B,  T to enty -fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Wliere  were  you  on  xA.ugust  13  when  shooting  commenced?  — 
A.  In  the  baker  shop,  asleep. 

Q.  Plave  you  ever  been  abused  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Private  William  R.  Jones,  Company  Z>,  Twenty -fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13  when  shooting  commenced? — 
A.  In  Fort  Brown,'  sir. 
Q.  TVliereabouts  ? — A.  Asleep,  when  the  shooting  commenced. 
Q.  Where  ?— A.  In  my  bunk ;  sleeping  in  my  quarters. 
Q.  Were  you  ever  abused  in  Brownsville  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Private  Frank  Bunsler,  Company  C,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  AVhere  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  Avhen  the  shooting  com- 
menced?—A.  In  the  guardhouse  at  Brownsville. 

PHvate  Elmer  Broion,  Company  B,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced at  Brownsville? — A.  In  the  corral,  sir. 

Q.  Awake  or  asleep?— A.  Asleep. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  abused  in  Brownsville  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Ever  been  in  a  saloon  kept  by  a  white  man  in  Brownsville?— 
A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  serve  you  drinks  there? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  got  drmks 
there.     I  never  was  in  only  Mr.  Parshell's. 

Q.  Did  you  drink  at  the  same  bar  where  white  people  drank  ? — A. 
Yes  sir. 

Q.  Have  any  trouble  in  that  saloon  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  about  the  nicest 
one  in  town. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  abused  by  anybody  in  Brownsville? — A. 
No,  sir. 
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Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  anj-bodj^'s  being  abused? — A.  I  heard  of 
some  soldiers  being  mistreated  there. 

Q.  Give  their  names. — A,  One  was  Private  Reed,  of  Company  C; 
the  other — I  can  not  think  of  his  name. 

Q.  How  did  the  Mexicans  treat  you? — A.  I  was  treated  very 
nicely  by  everybody  around  there,  sir. 

Private  William  Smith,  Gomfany  B,  Twenty -fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  "^A^iere  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced?— A.  In  quarters,  asleep. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  mistreated  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Ever  been  in  a  saloon  in  Brownsville  kept  by  a  white  man? — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Private  Henry  W.  Arvin,  Comjmny  G,  Twenty -fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  l^^ere  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  shooting  commenced 
in  Brownsville? — A.  In  m^  bunk,  sir;  Fort  Brown,  in  quarters. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  abused  in  Brownsville  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  was  not. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  in  a  saloon  in  Brownsville  kept  by  a  white 
man? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  A^Tiy  not? — A.  Heard  they  didn't  allow  us  in  there.  Wanted 
us  to  go  in  back.     I  never  associated  with  them. 

Q.  You  objected  to  going  into  the  back-part,  then? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Private  Robert  L.  Gollier,  Gompany  G,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  ^Vhere  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced at  Brownsville? — A.  I  was  on  guard  that  night,  sir.  Was  at 
the  closet  at  the  guardhouse.  Closet  was  at  the  rear  of  the  guard- 
house on  outside. 

Q.  Did  you  have  to  go  out  of  the  front  door  of  the  guardhouse  to 
get  to  the  rear  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  didn't  have  to  go  out  the  front  door. 

Q.  Is  the  closet,  then,  a  part  of  the  guardhouse? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  connected  with  the  guardhouse? — A.  No,  sir;  it  is  on  the 
outside. 

Q.  How  did  you  get  out  of  the  guardhouse  to  go  to  the  rear? — A. 
Went  out  the  back  door  of  the  guardhouse. 

Q.  Did  you  see  No.  1  when  you  went  to  the  rear?— A.  No,  sir; 
can't  see  No.  1  from  the  rear.     , 

Q.  People  can  go  in  and  out  of  the  guardhouse  without  No.  1 
knowing  it,  can  they? — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  can  go  in  and  come  out 
without  No.  1  knowing  it. 

Q.  You  were  in  rear  when  firing  commenced,  were  you? — A.  Yes, 
sir;  I  just  came  off  post. 

Q.  Did  you  call  for  relief  to  go  off  post?— A.  No,  sir;  it  had  come 
my  time  to  be  relieved  off  post. 

Q.  Did  you  return  immediately  to  the  guardhouse  when  jou  heard 
firing? — A.  Yes,  sir;  taken  up  double  time. 

Q.  Who  did  you  see  in  the  guardhouse  when  you  entered? — A. 
The  ones  I  saw  when  I  got  there  were  the  men  that  were  on  guard. 

Q.  WhaX  sergeant?  Did  you  see  a  sergeant? — A.  Yes,  sir;  Ser- 
geant Reid. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  corporals? — A.  Yes,  sir;  corporals  were  there. 

Q.  Who  were  they  ? — A.  I  don't  remember  the  corporals'  names. 
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Q.  Have  3-011  ever  been  abused  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Ever  been  in  a  saloon  in  Brownsville  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  3^ou  ever  heard  of  unj  men  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Infantrj^ 
being  abused  in  Brownsville  ?— A.  One  got  knocked' down :  one  got 
pushed  overboard  in  the  river. 

Q.  Any  more? — A.  Not  any  more.    . 

Private  Henry  Odom^  Company  B^  Tic enty -fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13  when  shooting  commenced  at 
Brownsville? — A.  Asleep,  sir;  in  barracks. 

Q.  Who  did  you  first  see  when  you  woke  up? — A.  I  got  up  and 
put  on  nw  trousers  and  ran  down,  met  the  major,  first  I  saw. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  abused  in  Brownsville  ?^A,  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  in  a  bar  room  kept  by  a  white  man? — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Why  not? — ^A.  Because  I  very  seldom  went  down  town,  sir. 

Private  Leroy  Horn,  Gominmy  5,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  j^ou  on  August  13,  1906,  when  shooting  con- 
menced  at  Brownsville? — A.  Laying  in  bed,  asleep,  sir.  Bed  on 
side  of  house  next  to  town,  in  barracks. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  abused  in  Brownsville ?^A.  No,  sir. 

Private  Solomon  Johnson.,  Company  5,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  On  August  13,  1906,  where  were  you  when  shooting  com- 
menced ? — A.  In  quarters,  sir ;  in  barracks,  in  bed. 

Q.  Asleep  or  awake? — A.  Asleep. 

Q.  Were  you  eA-er  abused  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir;  I  wasn't. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  in  a  saloon  in  Brownsville  kept  by  a  white 
man? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Why  not? — A.  It  was  said  partition  had  been  put  between 
Avhite  and  colored,  so  I  never  went  down  there. 

Private  William  Anderson.,  Company  ^,  Twenty-flfthlnfantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  shooting  com- 
menced?— A.  In  my  bed,  asleep;  in  barracks  when  shooting  begun. 
A^'lien  I  woke  up  shooting  was  going  on;  shooting  and  call  to  arms 
woke  me  up  together. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir;  never 
had  any  trouble  au}^  time  with  anj'^one. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  anyone  having  trouble?  If  so,  state 
who. — A.  I  heard  of  Private  Reed,  C  Conii)any,  and  Newton,  C 
Company,  so  I  heard  say;  I  don't  know,  tlio. 

Q.  Anybody  else? — A.  No,  sir. 

Private  John  B.  Anderson.,  Covipany  Z?,  T'lventy -fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13  when  firing  commenced? — A. 
In  my  bunk  in  quarters,  sir;  asleep. 

Q.  Anj'^body  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  AATio  was  the  first  man  you  saw  when  you  awoke? — A.  A  man 
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that  sleeps  right  side  of  me.     William  Anderson  bimks  right  side 
of  me. 

Private  William  Brown,  Company  B,  Tiventy-flfth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13  when  the  s'hooting  com- 
menced ? — A.  In  bed,  sir,  in  quarters ;  in  Brownsville. 

Q.  Were  you  in  Brownsville  or  Fort  Brown  ? — A.  Fort  Brown. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  it  was  Fort  Brown  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Why  did  you  say  Brownsville? — A.  Because  that  was  where 
we  v\'ere  stationed  at,  Brownsville,  wasn't  it? 

Q.  Were  you  stationed  at  Fort  Brown  or  in  Brownsville? — A. 
But  we  always  spoke  of  it  as  Brownsville. 

Q.  Were  you  asleep  or  awake? — A.  I  was  asleep. 

Q.  Who  was  the  first  person  you  saw  when  you  awoke? — A. 
When  I  first  awoke  I  heard  some  one  calling,  "  Blow ;  blow  the 
call." 

Q.  Who  was  the  first  person  you  saw  when  you  awoke? — A. 
When  I  first  got  out  of  bed.  Sergeant  Jackson  coming  with  a  small 
piece  of  candle  in  his  hand. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  anybody  being  abused  in  Brownsville? — 
A.  I  heard  of  two  men,  sir. 

Q.  Name  them. — A.  Newton;  I  heard  he  got  knocked  in  the 
head  with  a  six-shooter.  I  heard  that  Keed,  of  C  Company,  was 
pushed  off  of  a  boat. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  anybody  else  being  abused? — A.  No,  sir. 

Private  William  J.  Carlton,  Company  B,  Ttoenty -fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  when  the  shooting  commenced  August  13, 
1906?— A.  Fort  Brown,  Tex. 

Q.  Where? — A.  In  quarters. 

Q.  Asleep  or  awake? — A.  Asleep,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  mistreated  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Flave  you  ever  been  in  a  saloon  in  Brownsville  kept  by  a  white 
man? — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  first  night  we  arrived  there. 

Q.  Did  they  serve  you  dwnks? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  refuse  to  serve  you  drinks? — A.  Refused  to  serve 
drinks  at  Fort  Brown,  and  I  came  out  of  the  saloon.  I  never 
had  occasion  to  go  in  the  rest  of  them  while  I  stayed  there. 

Private  James  Allen,  Company  B,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  shooting  com- 
menced?— A.  I  was  in  bed  asleep,  sir;  in  company  quarters. 

Q.  Who  was  the  first  person  you  saw  after  you  woke  up? — A.  I 
do  not  remember;  everybody  was  stirred  up. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  abused  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  AYere  you  ever  refused  a  drink  in  any  bar  in  Brownsville? — 
A.  No,  sir;  never  did  go  into  a  barroom. 

Private  Harry  Carmichael,  Company  B,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  shooting  com- 
menced?— A.  Fort  Brown,  Tex.;  in  quarters  in  bed,  asleep,  sir. 
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Q.  Were  you  ever  abused  by  civilians  in  Brownsville? — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  soldiers  being  abused  in  Browns- 
ville?— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  heard  of  two  men  of  C  Company. 

Q.  Give  their  names? — A.  One  Keed  and  Newton,  I  think. 

Q.  Any  others? — A.  No,  sir. 

Private  George  Oomi,  Co77ipany  B,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  Avere  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced?— A.  Asleep  in  my  bunk,  sir. 

Q.  Whereabouts? — A.  Second  floor,  Company  B  quarters.  Had 
pulled  my  bunk  so  as  to  catch  the  air  and  had  my  head  toward  the 
window ;  very  near  the  window. 

Q.  Who  was  the  first  man  you  saw  after  you  woke  up? — A.  The 
first  man  I  saw  was-the  noncommissioned  officer  in  charge  of  quar- 
ters that  I  can  remember. 

Q.  His  name? — A.  Sergeant  Jackson. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  abused  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  of  any  soldier  being  abused  in  Brownsville  ?^A.  I 
heard  of  several  instances;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Give  their  names. — A.  Private  Newton,  C  Company;  Private 
Reed,  C  Company;  Private  Gill  had  some  trouble,  D  Company. 
That  is  all  that  I  can  remember,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  in  a  barroom  kept  by  a  white  man  in  Browns- 
ville ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Corporal  FranJdin^  B  Company  {recalled) . 

Q.  Corporal,  in  the  guardhouse  at  Fort  Brown,  how  maiiy  doors 
are  there  ojoen  out  doors?— A.  There  are  two,  sir;  one  into  the  prison 
cells. 

Q.  You  can  enter  the  guardhouse  from  outside  by  how  many 
doors? — A.  Two  doors. 

Q.  Wliere  are  thej^ — what  part  of  the  guardhouse — front  or  rear? — 
A.  Kind  of  sally  ports  thru  the  building. 

Q.  '\'\'Tiat  is  on  one  side  of  the  sally  port  and  what  is  on  the  other 
side  of  the  sally  port? — A.  The  guardroom  is  on  one  side  and  ser- 
geant of  the  guard's  room  on  the  other.  <' 

Q.  Wliere  are  the  prison  rooms  and  cells? — A.  In  the  rear. 

Q.  If  you  close  up  the  front  entrance  of  the  sally  port,  if  you  close 
that  up,  can  you  then  get  out  of  the  guardhouse  by  any  other  way? — 
A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  "^Yhat  way? — A.  You  can  get  out  between  the  guardroom  and 
the  prison  room  and  between  the  sergeant  of  the  guard's  room  and 
prison  room.     Space  between  each  one  of  them. 

Q.  Wliere  does  No.  1  walk? — A.  He  walks  in  front  of  the  guard- 
house. 

Q.  Ever  go  around  the  guardhouse? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  5^ou  are  in  the  sally  port  you  can  walk  out  thru  the  front,  can 
you  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Or  you  can  walk  out  thru  the  rear  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  between  the 
prison  room  and  sergeant  of  the  guard  and  between  the  prison  room 
and  the  guardroom. 
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C or f oral  'Wheeler^  D  Company  {recalled). 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  guardhouse  at  Fort  Brown? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  entrances  are  there  to  that  guardhouse  from  the 
outside? — A.  Three,  sir. 

Q.  How  do  you  designate  them?  Name  them  so  as  to  distinguish 
them  when  you  are  on  guard. — A.  I  would  call  the  front  one  en- 
trance— big  arch  doorway  there. 

Q.  AA^iere  are  the  other  two  entrances  ? — A.  The  others  come  in  on 
either  side,  sir. 

Q.  Where  are  the  rears — first  the  one  used  for  the  guard? — A.  I 
am  not  very  mcU  acquainted;  the  rear  is  on  the  left  of  the  side  of 
rear  corner  of  the  guardhouse. 

Q.  Where  does  it  open  from  ? — A.  Out  doors. 

Q.  A'^liere  do  the  prisoners  go? — A.  They  all  use  the  same  rear; 
are  taken  with  sentry  to  that  rear. 

Private  Thomas  Jefferson.^  C  Company  {recalled) . 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  any  trouble  with  civilians  in  Brownsville? — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  No  trouble  whatever  ?— A.  No,  sir ;  no  trouble  whatever. 
Q.  No  disagreement  of  any  kind  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  haven't. 

Private  John  Cook.,  Company  B^  Twenty --fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Wliere  were  you  on  August  13  when  the  shooting  commenced 
at  Brownsville  ?^ — ^A.  In  quarters,  asleep,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  abused  by  civilians  in  Brownsville? — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  soldiers  of  the  Twent3^-fifth  In- 
fantry being  abused  by  people  in  Brownsville? — -A.  Two  soldiers  of 
C  Company ;  I  heard  one  got  hit  and  one  throwed  into  the  river. 

Private   Charles   Cooper.^   Company  5,   Ttoenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  "Where  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  the  firing  com- 
menced at  Brownsville? — A.  In  barracks,  asleep. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

^Q.  Have  you  ever  been  in  a  saloon  in  Brownsville  kept  by  a  white 
iuan  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Private  Boyd  Conyers,  Company  B,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  -were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced in  Brownsville? — A.  On  guard,  asleep;  on  guard."  Had 
been  relieved  about  half  an  hour. 

Q.  Who  did  you  see  when  you  woke  up? — A.  I  was  awakened  by 
several  voices.  Everybody  was  in  a  stir  getting  out.  I  got  up  and 
fell  in  line  with  the  rest  of  the  guard,  and  then  I  was  posted  at  the 
back  end  of  the-guardhouse  to  watch  the  back  end  of  the  guardhouse. 

Q.  A^Tien  you  first  fell  in,  how  many  men  were  there  in  ranks? — 
A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  Was  there  one  or  twenty? — A.  As  many  as  six — about  six. 

Q.  What  noncommissioned  officer  did  you  see  ? — A.  Sergeant  Eeid, 
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oommander  of  the  guard.  He  posted  me  at  the  rear  end  of  the 
guardhouse. 

Q.  Is  the  guardhouse  all  one  building? — A.  No,  sir;  where  the 
prisoners  stay  is  kind  of  light  like  between  that  and  where  the  guard 
stays.  It  is  all  connected  together,  I  think,  but  am  not  positive. 
Kind  of  light  separates  where  are  the  prison  cells  and  the  front  part 
of  the  guard. 

Q.  In  front,  then,  of  the  prison  room  and  cells  what  do  you  find? 
■Is  there  a  room  in  front  of  them? — A.  Yes,  sir;  two  rooms  in  front 
of  prison  cells ;  prison  cells  back  of  front  part  of  building.  There  is 
a  room  on  one  side  and  a  room  on  the  other  side — room  for  noncom- 
missioned officers  and  room  for  privates  to  sleep  off  relief. 
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Q.  In  front  of  the  guardhouse? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  What  is  immediately  in  rear  of  these  two  rooms? — A.  The 
rooms  back  there  where  the  prisoners  stay. 

Q.  Is  there  anything  between  the  rooms  occupied  by  the  guard 
privates  and  noncommissioned  officers  and  the  place  where  the 
prisoners  stay? — A.  No,  sir;  nothing  between  them. 

Q.  No  open  space  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  open  space,  but  no  building. 

Q.  Does  this  resemble  the  guardhouse  (shown  diagram  No.  1")  ? — 
A.  With  that  open  there  on  each  side ;  j^es,  sir. 

Private  Caroline  Desaussure,  Company  B,  Twenty --fifth  Infantry. 

Q,  "WTiere  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  shooting  commenced 
at  Fort  Brown? — ^A.  On  guard,  sir;  at  the  guardhouse. 

Q.  Awake  or  asleep? — A.  Asleep,  sir. 

Q.  When  you  first  woke  up  what  noncommissioned  officer  did  you 
see? — A.  Sergeant  Eeid,  commander  of  the  guard,  B  Company. 

Q.  Any  corporals? — A.  Yes,  sir;  corporals  there;  Corporal  Bur- 
dett,  of  B  Company. 

Q.  Any  others  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  two  others ;  I  didn't  see  them  at  the 
time.     The  sergeant  sent  me  right  away  from  the  guardhouse. 

Q.  Does  this  represent  the  guardhouse  (shown  diagram  No.  1")  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Private  Lawrence  Daniels,  Company  B.  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  shooting  com- 
menced ? — A.  Fort  Brown,  Tex. ;  on  guard,  sir. 

Q.  Awake  or  asleep? — A.  Asleep  when  the  shooting  commenced. 

Q.  When  you  woke  up  what  noncommissioned  officer  did  you  first 
see? — A.  First  noncommissioned  officer  was  Sergeant  Eeid. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  as  soon  as  you  woke  up? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  how  the  guardhouse  lookt  at  Fort  Brown  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Does  this  represent  the  guardhouse  (shown  diagram  No.  1°)  ?^ 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  abused  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Private  William  Harden,  Company  B,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Wliere  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  shooting  com- 
menced?— A.  On  August  13,  1906,  in  hospital,  east  ward,  at  Fori 
Brown. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  abused  in  Brownsville  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  had  any  trouble  of  any  kind  in  Brownsville? — 
A.  No,  sir;  in  hospital  all  the  time  except  four  or  five  days;  went  to 
hospital  few  days  after  went  there  and  stayed  until  we  left. 

Private  August  Williams,  C  Company  {recalled). 

Q.  Were  you  ever  abused  by  any  man  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Ever  have  the  slightest  trouble  with  anybody  in  Brownsville? — 
A..  No,  sir. 

a  See  p.  85. 
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Q.  Were  you  ever  out  walking  with  McGuire  and  Harden? — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  trouble  while  you  were  with  them? — A.  No, 
sir;  I  didn't. 

Q.  Did  they  have  any  trouble? — A.  McGuire  and  us  were  walking 
down  the  street;  McGuire  was  on  the  outside  and  past  along  by  a 
white  fellow.  I  guess  he  kind  of  pushed  up  against  him;  I  wasn't 
paying  any  attention.     He  calls  this  boy  a  "  black  son  of  a  bitch." 

Q.  McGuire  didn't  call  him  any  names? — A.  No,  sir;  didn^t  call 
him  any  names  at  all. 
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Q.  Didn't  call  you  anything,  did  he? — A.  No,  sir;  didn't  call  me 
anything. 

Private  Shepherd  Glenn,  Company  B,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13,  190G,  when  shooting  commenced 
at  Brownsville  ? — A.  In  my  bunk,  in  quarters,  asleep. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  abused  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  ever  been  in  a  barroom  kept  by  a  white  man? — A.  No, 
sir ;  never  in  any  saloon  at  all  down  there. 

Private  Isaac  Goolshy,  Oo77ipany  B,  Twenty- fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  shooting  commenced 
at  Brownsville? — A.  In  quarters,  asleep. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  abused  in  Brownsville  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  in  a  saloon  kept  by  a  white  man  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Why  not  ? — A.  Heard  they  didn't  allow  us  and  didn't  go  there. 

Lieutenant  Grier.,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry   {recalled). 

Q.  Does  this  represent  the  guardhouse  (shown  diagram  No.  1°)  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir ;  except  there  is  a  wall  in  the  two  side  spaces  marked  open ; 
are  not  open,  but  closed  with  a  wall  about  12  feet  high,  to  the  best  of 
my  knowledge  and  belief. 

Q.  Does  this  represent  the  guardhouse  correctly  (shown  diagram 
No.  S'')  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  does. 

Private  McGuire.,  C  Company  {recalled). 

Q.  Were  you  ever  abused  by  anybody  in  Brownsville? — A.  Me 
and  Private  Williams  and  Private  Harden  were  walking  out  one 
evening  and  a  civilian  came  along.  I  was  on  the  outside  and  he 
wanted  to  go  between  us  and  I  just  closed  in  to  the  right  and  let  him 
go  on  the  outside.  When  he  got  off  apiece,  turned  around,  and  said: 
"  You  black  son  of  a  bitch ;  don't  you  know  this  is  a  white  man's 
town?  "    We  didn't  say  anything;  we  just  turned  and  went  on. 

Private  William  Harden^  B  Company  {recalled). 

Q.  Were  you  ever  abused  by  anyone  in  Brownsville  ? — A.  No,  sir ; 
I  was  down  town  one  night  before  I  went  to  the  hospital,  with  Mc- 
Guire  and  August  Williams,  the  other  man's  name.  All  three  walk- 
ing the  street.  This  man  McGuire  was  on  the  outside,  next  to  the 
road.  We  met  a  young  white  gentleman  and  their  shoulders  kind  of 
touched  one  another  and  he  turned  around  and  cursed  this  man 
McGuire  for  a  "black  son  of  a  bitch,"  and  told  him  that  this  was  a 
white  man's  town,  and  when  he  met  him  he  wanted  to  get  out  in  the 
street.  That  was  all  between  the  two  men ;  we  proceeded  on  back  to 
the  post.    Next  morning  I  went  to  the  hospital. 

a  See  p.  85.  &  See  p.  87. 
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Private  Charley  Hairston^  Company  B,  Twenty--fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced at  Brownsville  ? — A.  Fort  Brown,  Tex. ;  on  guard. 

Q.  AMiat  was  the  number  of  your  post? — A.  No.  3,  around  officers' 
quarters, 

Q.  Could  you  see  anything  over  in  the  vicinity  of  the  guard- 
house?— A.  No,  sir. 

Private  James  Johnson.^  Company  5,  Ttoenty--fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced ? — -A.  In  my  bed. 

Q.  AA^iere  was  your  bed  ? — A.  Fort  Brown. 

Q.  In  quarters  or  out  of  quarters  ? — A.  In  quarters,  sir. 

Q.  Awake  or  asleep  ? — A.  I  was  asleep  when  the  trouble  started. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  abused  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  anybody  being  abused  in  Brownsville? 
If  so,  mention  their  names. — A.  No,  sir. 

Private  Frank  Jones.,  Company  5,  Ttoenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  shooting  com- 
menced ? — A.  In  my  bunk,  sir. 

Q.  AA^iere  was  that  ? — A.  Fort  Brown. 

Q.  What  part  of  Fort  Brown  ? — A.  Barracks. 

Q.  Awake  or  asleep? — A.  Asleep,  sir,  when  firing  commenced. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  abused  in  Fort  Brown  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  anybody  being  abused  in  Fort  Brown  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Give  the  names  of  the  people  abused. — A.  One  man  was  Pri- 
vate Newton  ;  I  can't  remember  the  other  names. 

Private  Henry  Jones.,  Company  B.,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  AA^ere  were  you  when  the  shooting  commenced? — A.  Fort 
Brown.  Tex. 

Q.  What  part  of  Fort  Brown,  Tex.  ?  — A.  In  the  barracks,  asleep, 
sir;  in  bed. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Private  George  Lawson,  Company  B,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  A^Hiere  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced ? — A.  Fort'  Brown,  Tex. ;    in  barracks,  asleep,  sir. 
Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Private  Willie  Lemons.,  Company  B,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced in  Brownsville? — A.  In  Fort  Brown. 

Q.  Whereabouts  in  Fort  BroAvn? — A.  In  my  bunk,  asleep. 

Q.  In  barracks  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Did  3^011  ever  go  into  a  saloon  kept  by  a  white  man  in  Browns- 
ville?— A.  No,  sir. 

Private  Samuel  McGhee,  Company  5,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  AMiere  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  shooting  commenced 
in  Brownsville? — A.  In  my  quarters,  asleep. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  go  into  a  saloon  kept  by  a  white  man  in  Browns- 
ville?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  '\'\^iy  not  ? — A.  Because  the  evening  we  arrived  there  I  was  told 
wh%n  I  came  off  guard  that  I  wasn't  wanted  in  those  saloons  and  I 
didn't  go  into  any  of  them. 

Q.  Ever  go  into  a  Mexican  saloon  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Private  George  W.  Mitchell.^  Company  5,  Twenty -fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you   on  August   13,   1906,   when   shooting   com- 
menced ? — A.  Asleep,  sir. 
Q.  TMiere-? — A.  In  quarters. 
Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Private  Thomas  Taylor^  Company  5,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Wliere  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced?— A.  In  bed,  asleep;  Fort  Brown,  Tex. 

Q.  Whereabouts  in  Fort  Brown  ? — A.  In  quarters,  Fort  Brown. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir;  never 
went  around  them. 

Private  William  Thomas.,  Company  5,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Wliere  were  you  on  August  13  when  the  shooting  commenced 
in  Brownsville  ? — A.  In  my  bunk,  sir. 

Q.  T\niereabouts  ?— A.  In  quarters,  B  Company. 

Q.  Who  was  the  first  person  that  you  saw  after  you  awoke? — ^A. 
I  do  not  know  the  man  that  woke  me  up;  they  were  making  noise 
running  around  quarters. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Private  Alexa^ider  Walker^  Company  5,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced?— A.  In  niy  room,  sir;  asleep.     I  was  cook  at  that  time  for  , 
the  company. 

Q.  In  barracks? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Private  Edward  Warfield,  Company  B,  Tiventy-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Wliere  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  the  firing  com- 
menced?— A.  In  my  bed,  in  the  quarters,  asleep. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  jou  in  Brownsville  ?— A.  No,  sir. 
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Private  Jnlivs  Wilkins,  Company  B,  Ticcnty -fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  the  firing  com- 
menced?—A.  Asleep  in  my  bed,  in  my  company  quarters. 
Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville  ?— A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Any  way,  shape,  or  manner  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Private  Bristel  Williams,  Company  B,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced in  Brownsville  ?— A.  In  quarters,  in  my  bunk. 

Q.  Awake  or. asleep?— A.  Asleep. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  soldier  being  abused  in  Browns- 
ville?— A.  Yes,  sir;  two  men  of  C  Company. 

Q.  Who  were  they  ? — A.  Private  Newton  and  Private  Eeed. 

Q.  ^Yhat  did  they  do  to  them  ?— A.  Newton  got  hit  over  the  head 
with  a  six-shooter ;  Reed  was  shoved  overboard  in  the  Rio  Grande. 

Q.  Any  other  men  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  not  that  I  know  of. 

Private  Jose^^h  L.  Wilson,  Compomy  B,  Txcenty-ffth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13,  1906,  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced in  Fort  Brown?— A.  In  company  quarters. 
Q.  Awake  or  asleep  ? — A.  Asleep,  sir. 
Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Private  James  Bailey,  Company  B,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13  when  the  shooting  com- 
menced ? — A.  I  was  sick  in  hospital ;  in  post  hospital. 

Private  Stansherry   Rolerts,   Company  B,   Twenty-f.fth   Infantry. 

Q.  "Where  were  you  on  August  13  when  the  firing  commenced?— 
A.  In  my  quarters,  asleep,  sir. 

Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 

Private  Battier  Bailey,  Company  B,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  August  13  when  the  firing  commenced? — 
A.  In  my  bed,  sir. 

Q.  ^Aliere  was  your  bed ;  in  quarters  %—h..  In  quarters ;  yes,  sir. 
Q.  Anybody  ever  abuse  you  in  Brownsville? — A.  No,  sir. 


[Affidavits.] 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  one 
Solomon  P.  O'Neil,  a  corporal  of  Company  C,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry, 
who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says,  as  fol- 
lows: 

That  lie  was  asleep  iu  his  company  quarters  at  Fort  Brown,  Tex.,  on  the 
night  of  August  13-14,  190B,  when  he  was  awakened  some  time  in  the  middle 
of  the  night  by  the  sound  of  a  shot,  and  that  right  after  this  shot  he  heard  rapid 
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firing ;  that  it  sounded  as  tho  noise  of  the  shooting  was  outside  the  quarters — 
in  the  direction  of  Brownsville;  that  he  then  got  up,  hearing  "call  to  arms," 
and  went  to  get  his  rifle,  which  was  locked  up  on  the  gun  racks,  and  not  being 
able  to  get  it  went  to  the  window  in  the  direction  of  the  firing  and  lookt  out, 
and  could  then  see  the  flashes  of  the  guns  which  were  being  fired  on  the  outside 
of  the  wall  and  in  rear  of  B  Company's  quarters ;  that  it  was  so  dark  he  could 
not  see  who  was  doing  this  shooting,  but  could  hear  some  one  call  out  between 
shots,  "  Oh,  you  black  sous  of  bitches ;  "  that  he  heard  about  fifty  shots,  more  or 
less,  on  this  night ;  that  he  does  not  know  who  did  this  shooting  nor  has  he 
any  reason  to  suspect  any  particular  person  or  person;?  of  being  concerned  in  it. 
And  further  the  deponent  saith  not. 

Solomon  P.  O'Neil, 
Company  C,  Tirentij-fifth  Infantry. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  at  Fort  Eeno,  Okla.,  this 
25th  day  of  September,  1906. 

Samuel  P.  Lyon, 

Captain,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  Summary  Court. 


Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  one 
William  Harden,  a  private  of  Company  B,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry, 
who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says,  as  follows : 

I  was  in  the  post  hospital  at  Fort  Brown,  Tex.,  asleep  on  my  bunk,  on  the 
night  of  August  13,  1906,  when  the  shooting  took  place  at  that  post.  The 
shooting  woke  me  up.  I  got  up  and  came  out  on  the  front  porch  toward  town 
with  the  hospital  steward  and  the  other  patients.  When  I  got  out  on  the 
hospital  porch  I  heard  a  bunch  of  mounted  peojile  galloping  along  the  wire 
fence  from  east  to  west  along  the  north  boundary  of  the  post.  They  were 
coming  from  the  northeast  corner  of  the  wire  fence.  They  opened  up  a  fire 
near  where  the  wire  fence  joins  the  wall,  in  rear  of  the  first  set  of  bar- 
racks. They  fired  a  few  shots  here,  I  don't  know  exactly  how  many,  and  then 
rode  on  along  the  wall  to  where  most  of  the  firing  took  place — in  rear  of  B  and 
C  Company  barracks.  Firing  ceased  soon  after  call  to  arms  sounded  Some 
six  or  seven  bullets  came  over  the  hospital.  We  got  behind  those  big  brick 
pillars.  The  bullets  were  lead  bullets,  because  they  had  a  coarse  hum  and  did 
not  sing  like  a  steel  bullet.  It  was  too  dark  to  see  any  persons.  I  knew  noth- 
ing about  any  trouble. 

And  further  the  deponent  saith  not. 

William  Harden, 
Company  B,  Twenty -fifth  Infantry. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  at  Fort  Eeno,  Okla.,  this  25th 
day  of  September,  1906. 

Samuel  P.  Lyon, 

Captain,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  Summary  Conrt. 


Personally  appeared  before  nie,  the  undersigned  authority,  one 
Charles  E.  Eudy,  an  artificer  of  Company  C,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry, 
who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says,  as 
follows : 

That  he  was  asleep  on  the  front  porch  of  his  company  quarters  at  Fort 
Brown,  Tex.,  on  the  night  of  August  13-14,  1906,  when  he  was  awakened  about 
12  o'clock  by  a  shot.  That  this  first  shot  seemed  to  come  from  the  direction 
of  Brownsville,  and  that  right  after  that  shot  a  number  of  shots  were  fired 
very  rapidly  near  where  the  first  shot  was  fired.  That  he  got  up  and  went  into 
the  quarters,  and  that  by  the  time  he  got  inside  the  quarters  "  call  to  arms  "  had 
eounded,  and  he  went  to  the  gun  rack  to  get  his  gun,  but  he  found  the  gun 
rack  locked  and  went  to  the  back  door  and  lookt  out  to  see  if  he  could  see 


AFFKAY   AT   BROWNSVILLE,  TEX.  93 

the  sliootiug,  and  saw  the  flash  of  a  number  of  guns  which  were  being  fired 
from  along  the  wall  which  separates  Fort  Brown  from  Brownsville,  and  that 
it  loolvt  as  tho  they  were  being  fired  on  the  outside  of  the  wall.  It  was 
so  dark  that  he  could  not  see  who  was  firing,  but  from  the  flashes  it  lookt 
as  tho  about  twenty-five  or  thirty  people  were  firing.  From  the  direction 
of  the  flashes  it  lookt  as  tho  the  parties  firing  were  firing  in  the  direction 
of  B  Company's  quarters,  and  high.  That  as  the  shooting  continued  he  heard 
cursing  and  calls  of  "  Come  out,  you  black  sons  of  bitches,  and  we  will  kill 
all  of  you,"  from  Avhere  the  shooting  was  going  on.  That  he  left  the  door 
and  went  to  get  his  rifle  and  fall  in  with  the  company  outside  of  the  quarters, 
and  saw  no  more  of  the  shooting.  That  he  does  not  know  who  did  this 
shooting. 

And  further  the  deponent  saith  not. 

Charles  E.  Rudy, 
Company   C,   Tiventy-fifth  Infantry. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me   at   Fort  Reno,  Okla.,  this 
12th  day  of  September,  1906. 

Samuel  P.  Lyon, 
Captain,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  Summary  Court. 


Fort  Brown,  State  of  Texas,  ss: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  one 
Jacob  Frazier,  a  first  sergeant  of  Company  D,  Twenty-fifth  Infan- 
try, who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says: 

About  12  o'clock  midnight,  August  13,  1906,  I  was  asleep  in  my  house, 
which  is  situated  about  100  yards  east  of  the  east  set  of  soldiers'  quarters. 
I  was  awakened  by  two  shots  being  fired  from  the  road  in  rear  of  B  Company 
quarters,  as  near  as  I  can  judge.  My  first  impression  was  that  it  was  the 
alarm  for  fire.  I  immediately  got  on  some  clothes  and  started  to  run  for  the 
company.  Then  a  fusilade  of  shots  was  fired  from  along  this  road,  and  the 
call  to  arms  was  sounded.  When  I  was  passing  in  front  of  Company  C  quar- 
ters I  distinctly  heard  someone  shout  "  Cease  firing,"  several  times,  and  it 
seemed  to  come  from  the  road  in  rear  of  barracks.  When  the  fusilade  of 
shots  started  and  the  call  went,  I  thought  the  post  was  being  shot  up  by 
the  civilians  of  Brownsville.  When  I  reached  barracks  'the  men  were  coming 
out  with  their  guns,  and  I  fell  in  the  company  and  checked  them,  using  a 
lantern.  Two  men  were  absent  on  pass,  Corpl.  C.  H.  Hawkins  and  Private 
Walter  .Johnson.  When  the  company  was  formed  Captain  Lyon  took  com- 
mand and  took  up  a  position  along  the  wall  in  rear  of  the  barracks.  Then 
we  patrolled  thru  town  and  returned  to  the  post.  I  do  not  know  who  did  the 
firing.  I  would  not  believe  that  the  soldiers  had  anything  to  do  with  it 
until  I  was  told  that  Government  ammunition  was  found  the  next  morning. 
I  do  not  believe  that  any  member  of  D  Company  was  implicated  in  the 
affair.  I  know  of  nothing  that  could  have  caused  or  that  would  warrant  this 
firing. 

Jacob  Fraziee, 
First  Sergeant,  Company  D,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  at  Fort  Brown,  Tex.,  this  21st 
day  of  August,  1900. 

Samuel  P.  Lyon, 
Captain,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry, 

Trial  OfficeVj  Summary  Court. 


[For  affidavits,  here  omitted,  of  Sergt.  George  Jackson,  Sergt. 
Darby  W.  O.  Brawner,  Corpl.  David  Powell,  Private  J.  H.  Howard, 
and  Scavenger  M.  G.  Tamayo,  and  statement  of  Sergt.  J.  R.  Reid  to 
Maj.  A.  P.  Blocksom,  see  papers  appended  to  Major  Blocksom's  re- 
port, pp.  17-20.] 
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San  Axtonio,  County  of  Bexar,  The  State  of  Texas,  ss: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  one 
Edwin  P.  Thompson,  who,  being  sworn,  deposes  and  says : 

That  lie  is  a  second  lieutenant  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States ;  that  in 
such  capacity  he  served  at  Fort  Brown,  Brownsville,  Cameron  County.  State  of 
Texas,  from  September  4.  1903,  until  August  13,  1906 ;  that  when  it  was  known 
that  a  battalion  of  the  Twenty-fifth  United  States  Infantry  was  to  garrison 
the  post  many  derogatory  remarks  were  made  before  its  arrival  by  some  citi- 
zens in  reference  to  the  colored  soldiers  in  words  as  follows,  or  words  to  the 
like  effect:  "We  don't  want  the  damn  niggers  here;"  "Niggers  will  always 
cause  trouble :  "  "  To  hell  with  the  colored  soldiers ;  we  want  white  men,"  and 
that  he  is  unable  to  fix  any  one  of  such  remarks  upon  any  one  citizen  owing  to 
the  frequency  with  which  like  remarks  were  made  and  the  period  of  time  cov- 
ered; that  various  minor  clashes  occurred  between  the  individual  citizens  of 
the  town  and  the  soldiers ;  that  one  Teofilo  Crixell,  a  saloonkeeper  of  Browns- 
ville, Tex.,  told  him  that  a  row  had  occurred  in  the  "  White  Elephant "  saloon, 
owned  by  one  Vicente  Crixell,  in  words  to  this  effect,  to  wit :  That  one  Bates 
a  Federal  officer,  was  at  the  bar  drinking  when  a  colored  soldier  entered  and 
asked  for  a  drink ;  that  the  said  Bates  then  turned  to  the  soldier  and  said  no 
nigger  could  drink  at  the  same  bar  with  him.  and  that  upon  the  soldier  re- 
marking that  he  was  as  good  as  any  white  man  said  Bates  drew  his  revolver 
and  hit  the  soldier  over  the  head ;  said  Bates  then  going  to  the  police  head- 
quarters and  offering  to  pay  his  own  fine. 

Further  deponent  saith  not. 

E.  P.  Thompson, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Twenty-sixth  Infantry. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  27th  day  of  September, 
1906. 

L.  M.  PURCELL, 

Second  Lieutenant,  Twenty -sixth  InfoMtry,  Judge- Advocate. 


State  of  Texas,  Post  of  Fort  Sam  Houston,  ss: 

Personally  appeared  before  the  undersigned  authority,  one  D.  W. 
Kilburn,  a  captain  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Infantry,  who,  being  duly 
sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says: 

I  was  stationed  at  Fort  Brown,  Tex.,  from  January  25,  1904,  to  June  2, 
1906.  On  or  about  the  20th  of  May,  1906,  orders  were  received  transferring 
the  Third  Battalion  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Infantry  to  Fort  Sam  Houston,  Tex., 
and  ordering  a  battalion  of  the  Tw^enty-fifth  Infantry  (colored)  to  take  station 
at  Fort  Brown.  Great  discontent  was  shown  by  the  citizens  upon  receipt  of 
the  oi'der.  Upon  one  occasion  in  particular  Mr.  Tillman,  a  citizen  of  Browns- 
ville, and  owning  a  large  grocery  store  opposite  Crixell  Brothers,  in  a  con- 
versation with  me  exprest  his  doubt  about  the  advisability  of  sending  colored 
troops  to  Brownsville.  He  further  said,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection  at  this 
date,  that  it  would  not  be  long  before  they  had  white  troops  back  again.  I 
believe  that  several  other  citizens  of  Brownsville  were  present  at  the  time  and 
acquiesced  in  the  above  statements. 

Further  deponent  saith  not. 

D.  W.  Kilburn, 
Caj)tain  and  Quartermaster,  Twenty-sixth  Infantry. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  September, 
A.  D.  1906. 

L.    M.    PuRCELL, 

Second  Lieutencmt,  Twenty-sixth  Infantry, 

Judge-Advocate,  General  Court-Martial. 
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Personally  appeared  before  me.  the  undersigned  authority,  one 
George  Grier,  a  cook  of  Company  C,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  who, 
being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says,  as  follows : 

Tbat  on  the  night  of  August  13-14,  1906,  at  Fort  Brown,  Tex.,  he  went  to 
bed  at  9  o'clock  on  the  porch  of  the  C  Company,  Tweuts^-fifth  Infantry,  quar- 
ters, on  the  side  which  is  nearest  to  Brownsville,  Tex.  That  he  went  to  sleep 
and  was  not  awakened  until  about  12  o'clock,  when  he  was  awakened  by  a 
shot  which  was  fired  on  the  Brownsville  side  of  the  wall  between  Fort  Brown 
and  Brownsville,  and  in  the  rear  of  the  B  Company,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry, 
quarters.  That  humediately  after  this  he  saw  the  sentry,  who  was  on  post 
near  this  place,  fire  three  shots  in  front  of  B  Company's  quarters,  and  heard 
him  call  out  several  times  :-  "  Number  2.  the  guard."  That  is  was  so  dark  that 
he  could  not  see  the  sentinel  himself  when  he  fired  these  shots,  but  he  saw  the 
flash  of  a  gun  pointed  up  in  the  air  right  where  the  sentinel  was  calling  for  the 
guard.  That  just  then  he  went  inside  a  little  room  next  to  the  porch  and 
shut  the  door,  and  immediately  afterward  he  heard  ten  or  twelve  shots,  more 
or  less,  which  seemed  to  come  from  the  direction  of  the  place  where  the  first 
shot  was  fired.  That  he  was  in  a  hurry  to  get  inside,  fearing  that  he  would 
get  shot,  and  he  did  not  see  who  fired  the  first  shot  on  the  outside  of  the  wall. 
That  he  was  on  the  inside  of  the  quarters  when  the  other  shots  were  fired 
from  the  direction  of  the  wall,  and  has  no  idea  who  fired  them.  That  he  has 
learned  nothing  since  this  time  which  would  lead  him  to  form  any  opinion  as 
to  who  fired  any  of  these  shots  except  those  which  the  sentinel  fired. 

And  further  the  deponent  saith  not. 

Geoege  Grier, 
Company  C,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me  at  Fort  Eeno,  Okla.,  this  12th 
day  of  September,  190G, 

Samuel  P.  Lyon, 

Tuienty--fifth  Infantry^  Summary  Court. 


Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  one 
Thomas  Jefferson,  a  private  of  Company  C,  Twenty-fiftJi  Infantry, 
who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says,  as  follows : 

That  he  went  to  bed  in  his  company  quarters  at  Fort  Brown,  Tex.,  about  9 
o'clock  on  the  night  of  August  13-14,  1906,  and  was  awakened  by  the  report 
of  a  shot  in  the  middle  of  the  night;  that  then  he  went  to  the  window  and 
lookt  out  in  the  direction  of  where  the  shot  came  from,  this  being  toward 
the  rear  of  B  Company's  quarters.  He  saw  from  the  flash  of  a  gun  that  a  man 
was  firing  from  inside  the  wall  (on  the  side  nearest  to  the  quarters),  between 
the  rears  of  B  and  C  Companies.  This  man  seemed  to  be  firing  high  and  up 
over  the  quarters.  He  fired  six  shots.  At  the  same  time  about  ten  men  who 
were  scattered  along  the  wall,  either  on  the  outside  of  the  wall  or  on  the  inside 
of  it,  in  rear  of  B  Company's  quarters,  were  keejiing  up  a  steady  fire,  and  fired 
probably  100  shots  or  over.  These  men  seemed  to  be  firing  high,  but  he  could 
not  tell  in  what  direction  they  were  firing,  and  while  they  were  still  firing 
he  went  back  and  sat  down  on  his  bed  to  listen  whether  any  of  the  shots  were 
hitting  the  quarters  or  not.  None  seemed  to  be  hitting  the  quarters,  so  he 
made  up  his  mind  that  the  firing  was  not  at  the  quarters.  Then  call  to 
quarters  sounded  and  he  went  outside  to  fall  in  with  the  company.  That 
the  firing  ceased  while  he  was  still  sitting  on  his  bed ;  that  it  was  so  dark 
that  he  could  not  see  the  persons  who  were  firing  while  standing  at  the  win- 
dow ;  that  no  one  else  was  standing  at  the  window  while  he  was  standing 
there,  and  that  he  saw  no  one  else  standing  at  any  of  the  windows  looking 
out ;  that  he  thinks  that  the  first  shot  fired  was  a  pistol  shot,  as  it  made  a 
very  sharp  report ;  that  he  thinks  that  some  of  the  rest  of  the  shots  were  fired 
by  rifles,  as  the  reports  of  these  were  louder  and  not  so  sharp,  and  some  by 
pistols  ;  that  he  does  not  know  who  did  this  shooting  or  has  not  heard  anything 
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to  lead  him  to  suspect  any  particular  person  or  persons  of  being  concerned  in 
this  shooting. 

Thomas  Jefferson, 
Private,  Compariij  C,  Tioenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  at  Fort  Reno,  Okla.,  this  i2th 
day  of  September,  1906. 

Samuel  P.  Lyon, 
Captain,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  Nummary  Court. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  one 
William  Mapp,  a  private  of  Company  C,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry, 
who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says,  as  follows : 

That  he  was  asleep  in  his  company  quarters  at  Fort  Brown,  Tex.,  on  the 
night  of  August  13-14,  1906,  when  he  was  awakened  some  time  in  the  middle 
of  the  night  by  the  sound  of  shooting  outside  of  the  quarters  and  the  noise  of 
trumpets  blowing  call  to  arms ;  that  he  then  put  on  his  clothes,  and  while 
doing  this  heard  some  one  from  the  outside  of  the  quarters  call  out,  "  Come 
out,  you  black  sons  of  bitches;"  that  the  sound  of  shooting  and  of  this  per- 
son's voice  seemed  to  come  from  outside  and  back  of  the  quarters;  that  he 
heard  about  ten  or  fifteen  shots  in  all ;  that  he  did  not  see  any  of  this  shoot- 
ing and  does  not  know  who  did  it,  and  has  no  reason  to  suspect  any  particular 
person  or  persons  of  being  concerned  iu  it ;  that  he  was  told  by  the  corral 
boss  the  next  morning  that  he,  the  corral  boss,  had  seen  a  crowd  of  men  near 
the  post  who  seemed  to  be  looking  for  soldiers  with  the  evident  intention  of 
killing  them  ;  that  the  above  is  all  that  he  knows  concerning  this  shooting, 
and  that  he  has  no  reason  to  suspect  any  particular  person  or  persons  of  being 
concerned  in  it. 

And  further  the  deponent  saith  not. 

William  Mapp, 
Gomimny  C,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  at  Fort  Eeno,  Okla.,  this  25th 
day  of  September.  190G. 

Samuel  P.  Lyon, 

Captain,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  Summary  Court. 

Fort  Brown,  State  of  Texas,  ss: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  one 
Charles  Dade,  a  cook  of  Company  D,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  who, 
being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says : 

About  12  o'clock  midnight  August  l.S,  1906,  I  was  asleep  in  a  house  which  I 
had  rented  for  my  wife  and  family,  situated  directly  across  the  street  from  the 
kitchen  door  of  barracks.  I  was  awakened  by  my  wife,  who  said  there 
was  some  firing  going  ou  outside.  I  went  out  and  saw  there  was  no  shooting 
near  my  house,  so  brought  my  family  across  the  road  to  barracks.  Just  as  I 
reached  the  wall  in  rear  of  barracks  the  call  "  to  arms "  was  sounded.  The 
firing  continued  while  I  was  crossing  the  road  and  after  I  had  crost.  I  did 
not  see  any  flashes  from  guns,  nor  do  I  know  what  kind  of  firearm  was  being 
used.  There  was  no  firing  in  the  road  in  rear  of  D  Company  quarters;  it 
came  from  the  vicinity  of  the  post  gate  and  the  telegraph  ofiice,  it  seemed  to  me. 
After  I  had  reached  barracks  I  remained  in  the  kitchen.  I  do  not  know  who 
did  the  firing,  nor  do  I  know  what  could  have  caused  it. 

Further  deponent  saith  not. 

Charles  Dade, 
Cook,  Company  D,  Ttventy-fifth.  Infantry. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  at  Fort  Reno,  Okla.,  this  4th 
day  of  September,  1906. 

Samuel  P.  Lyon, 
Captain,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry, 

Trial  Officer,  Swnmary  Court. 
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Fort  Bkown,  State  of  Texas^  ss: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  one 
William  A.  Matthews,  private  of  Company  D,  Twenty-fifth  In- 
f antr}^,  who,  being  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says : 

About  12  o'clock  miduigbt  August  13,  190(1,  I  was  asleep  in  my  bunk  in  my 
company  quarters;  1  was  awakened  by  firing;  this  firing  sounded  like  a  A'olley 
from  about  six  guns ;  the  reports  did  not  sound  like  the  report  of  the  service 
rifle;  the  flash  of  the  guns  was  reflected  into  my  squad  room.  I  thought 
the  post  was  being  fired  upon  from  the  town  of  Brownsville.  I  drest,  got 
my  rifle  as  soon  as  the  arm  racks  were  opened,  and  fell  in  with  my  company. 
Deponent  further  says  that  he  knows  nothing  as  to  what  persons  did  this 
shooting;  that  he  heard  several  men  talking  together  about  8.30  p.  m.  on  the 
night  the  shooting  took  place;  these  men  were  apparently  coming  in  fronj  the 
main  gate  of  the  i)ost ;  one  man  asked.  "  What  would  you  do  if  they  shot  us  up?  " 
or  words  to  that  effect;  one  of  the  others  replied,  "I  would  get  my  rifle  and 
shoot  back  at  them,"  or  words  to  that  effect.  Deponent  further  says  that  he 
was  near  a  window  in  the  second  story  of  the  barracks,  too  far  away  to  recog- 
nize the  men ;  that  they  went  toward  the  east  part  of  post. 

William  A.  Matthews, 
Private,  Company  D,  Ttventy-fifth  Infantry. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  at  Fort  Brown,  Tex.,  this  19th 
day  of  August,  1906. 

Samuel  P.  Lyon, 

Captain.,  Ttventy-flfth  Infantry., 

Trial  Officer.,  Summary  Court. 


Fort  Brown,  State  of  Texas.,  ss: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  one 
John  Henry,  a  private  of  Company  D,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  who 
being  duly  sworn  according  to  law%  deposes  and  says : 

About  midnight,  August  13,  lOOfi,  I  was  asleep  in  my  bunk  at  the  corral.  J 
was  awakened  by  some  civilian  teamsters  who  said  that  there  had  been  firing 
on  the  post,  but  that  it  was  all  over.  I  went  back  to  sleep  and  did  not  get  out 
of  bed  until  the  next  morning.  I  do  not  know  who  did  the  firing,  nor  what 
caused  it,  nor  anything  about  it. 

Further  deponent  saith  not. 

John  Henry, 
Private,  Company  D,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  at  Fort  Reno,  Okla.,  this  3d 
day  of  September,  1906. 

Samuel  P.  Lyon, 

Captain.,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry., 

Trial  Officer.,  Summary  Court. 


Fort  Brown,  State  of  Texas.,  ss: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  one 
Alexander  Ash,  a  private  of  Company  D,  Twenty-fifth  Lif antry,  who, 
being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says : 

About  12  o'clock  midnight,  August  13,  1906,  I  was  on  post  No.  4,  which  ex- 
tends around  the  quartermaster  and  commissary  storehouses.  The  first  unusual 
thing  that  happened  was  two  shots  tired  from  somewhere  beyond  the  hospital 
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from  where  I  was.  I  immediately  hurried  to  that  end  of  my  post,  and  then  a 
lot  more  shots  were  fired  from  the  vicinity  of  the  rear  of  barracks.  I  can 
not  say  positively  where  these  shots  were  fired,  but  it  sounded  as  if  they  came 
from  that  vicinity.  I  have  no  idea  who  did  the  shooting,  citizens  or  soldiers. 
I  heard  nothing  before  this  night  that  would  lead  me  to  believe  that  there  was 
going  to  be  any  trouble.  I  have  heard  nothing  since  this  night  as  to  who  did  the 
firing  or  for  what  reason. 
Further  deponent  saith  not. 

Alexander  Ash, 
Private,  Company  D,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  at  Fort  Brown,  Tex.,  this  19th 
day  of  August,  1906. 

Samuel  P.  Lyon, 
Captain.,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry., 

Trial  Officer^  Summary  Covrt. 


Fort  Brown,  State  of  Texas.,  ss: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  one 
Joseph  H.  Howard,  private  of  Company  D,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry, 
who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says : 

About  12  midnight  Monday,  August  13. 190(3, 1  was  a  sentinel  on  guard  on  post 
No.  2,  which  extends  completely  around  the  four  barracks.  The  first  thing 
that  occurred  that  was  unusual  was  o  shot  fired  in  the  road  opposite  where  I 
was  at  the  time,  on  m\'  post  opposite  the  interval  between  B  and  C  Company 
quarters.  Several  other  shots  followed  in  quick  succession,  and  after  a  short 
interval  what  sounded  like  a  fusilade  of  shots.  My  first  impression  was  that 
I  was  being  fired  upon.  I  shouted  the  alarm  after  I  had  looked  in  that  direction 
and  had  been  unable  to  see  anything.  Then  I  ran  to  the  front  of  barracks, 
passing  between  B  and  C  Company  quarters,  and  there  stayed  until  the  com- 
panies had  formed,  when  I  returned  to  that  portion  of  my  post.  I  did  not  see 
anyone  cross  my  post  except  men  going  to  and  from  the  closets  before  taps. 
After  the  shooting  mei\  were  stationed  along  the  wall  alongside  of  my  post. 
At  the  time  of  the  shooting  the  scavenger  was  at  work  at  the  closets  along  the 
wall.  I  do  not  know  who  did  the  shooting.  The  reports  sounded  like  rifle  shots 
to  me.     I  should  judge  about  fifty  or  more  shots  were  fired. 

Further  deponent  saith  not. 

Joseph  H.  Howard, 
Private,  Company  D,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Subscribed  and  SAVorn  to  before  me  at  Fort  Brown,  Tex.,  this  20th 
day  of  August,  1906.  ^ 

Samuel  P.  Lyon, 
Captain,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry, 

Trial  Officer,  Summary  Court. 


Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  one 
Lawrence  Daniel,  a  private  of  Company  B,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry, 
who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says,  as  follows: 

I  was  on  guard  on  the  night  of  the  13th  of  August,  1906.  I  was  asleep  and 
the  firing  woke  me  up.  Sergeant  Reid  said,  "  Fall  in,  guard,"  and  I  fell  in  with 
the  rest  of  the  guard.  Sergeant  Reid  put  me  on  post  at  the  guardhouse.  The 
noise  sounded  like  about  twelve  men  were  shooting.  I  heard  one  bullet  pass 
over,  about  one  hundred  yards  in  front  of  me.  It  seemed  to  come  from  town 
and  go  toward  the  lake.     The   firing   had  been   going   on   for   about   ten   sec- 
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onds  and  a  good  many  shots  had  been  fired  when  the  commander  of  the  guard, 
Sergeant  Reid,  had  "  call  to  arms  "  sounded. 
And  further  deponent  saith  not. 

Lawrence  Daniel, 
Company  B,  Ticenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  at  Fort  Reno,  Okla.,  this  25th 
day  of  September,  1906. 

Samuel  P.  Lyon, 
Captain,  Twenty -fifth  Infantry,  Summary  Court. 


Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  one 
James  A.  Simmons,  a  private  of  Company  C,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry, 
who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says,  as  follows : 

That  he  was  asleep  in  a  house  in  Brownsville.  Tex.,  on  the  night  of  August 
13-14,  190G,  when  he  was  awakened  some  time  in  the  middle  of  the  night  by 
his  wife,  who  asked  him  if  he  heard  the  shooting.  That  he  then  heard  some 
shooting  and  trumpet  calls  some  distance  away,  and  got  up  and  dressed  and 
looked  out  of  the  door.  The  shooting  then  stopt  and  he  then  went  back  to  bed. 
That  the  above  is  all  that  he  knew  of  there  being  any  shooting  on  this  night 
until  he  was  told  about  it  the  next  morning  at  Fort  Brown.  That  he  saw  no 
shooting.  That  he  has  no  reason  to  suspect  any  particular  person  or  persons 
of  doing  any  shooting  on  this  night. 

And  further  the  deponent  saith  not. 

James  A.  Simmons, 
Company  C,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  at  Fort  Reno, 
day  of  September,  1906. 

Samuel  P.  Lyon, 
Captain,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  Summary  Court. 


Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  one 
Williani  J.  Kernan,  a  private  of  Company  B,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry, 
who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says,  as  follows : 

I  was  asleep  on  my  bunk  in  quarters  when  the  firing  took  place  at  Browns- 
ville on  the  night  of  August  13,  1906.  The  trumpet  blowing  call  to  arms  woke 
me  up.  I  jumped  up  and  started  down  the  steps;  some  one  hollered  to  me  to 
come  back  and  get  my  gun.  Then  Sergeant  Jackson  came  with  the  keys  and 
unlocked  the  rack  and  I  got  my  rifle  out  and  went  down'  and  fell  in  ranks. 
The  shooting  seemed  to  be  right  down  in  rear  of  quarters,  and  I  thought  that 
some  of  the  civilians  had  broken  in  and  was  shooting  us  up.  I  did  not  hear 
any  bullets,  but  I  still  think  that  it  was  civilians,  because  they  did  not  like  us 
in  the  town ;  and  our  men  was  in  ranks  answering  to  tlieir  names  while  some 
shooting  was  still  going  on. 

And  further  the  deponent  saith  not. 

William  J.  Kernan, 
Company  B,  Ttventy-fifth  Infantry. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  at  Fort  Reno,  Okla.,  this  25th 
day  of  September,  1906. 

Samuel  P.  Lyon, 
Captain,  2'tcenty-fifth  Infantry,.  Summary  Court. 
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Fort  Brown,  State  of  Texas^  ss: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  imclersigned  authority,  one 
Samuel  E.  '^Scott,  private  of  Company  D,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry, 
who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says: 

About  midnight  August  13,  1906,  I  was  asleep  in  my  bunk  in  barracks.  I 
was  awakened  by  the  sound  of  shooting  somewhere  in  the  rear  of  barracks. 
I  did  not  hear  A-ery  many  shots  fired.  When  I  woke  up  I  commenced  to  dress ; 
then  call  to  arms  went,  and  I  got  my  gun  and  fell  in  ranks  with  the  company. 
I  do  not  know  who  did  the  firing,  nor  what  caused  it,  nor  anything  about  it. 
Further  deponent  saith  not. 

Samuel  E.  Scott, 
Private,  Company  D,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  at  Fort  Keno,  Okla.,  this  3d 
day  of  September,  1906. 

Samuel  P.  Lyon, 

Captain,  Tioenty -fifth  Infantry, 

Trial  Officer,  Summary  Court. 

Fort  Brown,  State  of  Texas,  ss: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  one 
William  Van  Hook,  a  private  of  Company  D,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry, 
who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says : 

About  midnight  August  13,  1906,  I  was  asleep  in  my  bed  in  barracks.  I  was 
awakened  by  the  noise  in  the  squad  I'oom.  I  commenced  to'  dress  and  heard 
some  shots  fired  outside  in  the  town  somewhere.  I  first  thought  that  it  was  the 
alarm  for  fire,  but  when  call  to  arms  sounded  and  I  got  my  gun  and  fell  in  with 
the  rest  of  the  company,  I  thought  the  post  was  being  fired  on.  I  do  not  know 
who  did  the  firing,  nor  do  I  know  what  caused  it. 
Further  deponent  saith  not. 

William  Van  Hook, 
Private,  Company  D,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  at  Fort  Brown,  Tex.,  this  22d 
day  of  August,  1906. 

Samuel  P.  Lyon, 
Captain,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry, 

Trial  Officer,  Summary  Court, 


Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  one 
Lewis  AVilliams,  a  private  of  Company  C,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry, 
who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says,  as  follows : 

That  he  was  asleep  in  his  bunk  in  his  company  quarters  at  Fort  Brown, 
Tex.,  on  the  night  of  August  13-14,  1900,  when  he  was  awakened  by  the  sound 
of  call  to  arms  some  time  in  the  middle  of  the  night.  That  he  then  got  up 
and  drest  and  got  his  rifle  and  fell  in  line  with  his  company  in  front  of 
the  quarters.  That  he  heard  one  or  two  shots  after  he  got  in  line,  but  none 
before.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  noise  in  the  room  where  he  was  dressing. 
The  noise  of  the  shots  he  heard  came  from  in  rear  of  quarters.  That  he  does 
not  know  who  did  this  shooting,  nor  has  he  any  reason  to  suspect  any  par- 
ticular ])erson  or  persons  of  being  concerned  in  it. 

And  further  the  deponent  saith  not. 

Lewis  Williams, 
Company  C,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  at  Fort  Reno,  Okla.,  this 
J2th  day  of  September,  1906. 

Samuel  P.  Lyon, 
Captain,  Twenty -fifth  Infantry,  Summary  Court. 
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Personally  apponrod  before  *me.  the  iindersio-ned  authority,  one 
Newton  Carlisle,  a  sergeant  of  Company  C,  TAventy-fifth  Infan- 
try, who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says,  as 
follows : 

That  he  was  asleep  in  his  bunk  in  his  company  .quarters  at  Fort  Brown, 
Tex.,  on  the  niiiht  of  AiT^ust  13-14,  190(),  when  he  was  awakened  some  time 
in  the  middle  of  the  nisht  by  the  sound  of  shooting.  That  he  got  up  and 
drest.  niid  wliile  lie  wns  dressing  call  to  arms  sounded  outside  of  the  quar- 
ters. That  he  then  went  to  the  gun  racks,  and  after  getting  his  gun  went 
out  and  fell  in  with  the  company  outside  of  the  quarters.  That  he  did  not 
see  any  of  this  shooting  and  does  not  know  who  did  any  of  it,  and  has  no 
reason  to  suspect  any  particular  person  or  persons  of  being  concerned  in  it. 

And  further  the  deponent  saith  not. 

Newton  Carlisle, 
Company  CTiccnty-fifth  hifantry. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  at  Fort  Eeno,  Okla.,  this 
12th  day  of  September,  1906. 

Samuel  P.  Lyon, 

Captain,  Twenty -fifth  Infantry,  Summary  Court. 


Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  one 
Walker  McCurdy,  quartermaster-sergeant  of  Company  B,  Twenty- 
fifth  Infantry,  and  who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes 
and  says,  as  follows : 

On  night  of  August  13,  1906.  I  was  sleeping  in  my  room  at  door  of  the 
ordnance  storeroom.  I  was  waked  by  both  firing  and  call  to  arms;  both 
going  on  at  same  time.  I  tried  to  get  my  ritle,  but  it  was  locked  in  the  store- 
room, and  I  could  not  find  the  right  keys  in  the  dark.  1  went  out  to  the  com- 
pany without  my  rifle  or  shoes.  The  roll  was  called,  and  I  was  ordered  to 
bring  out  a  box  of  ammunition.  I  went  in  and  got  a  lantern,  then  picked 
out  the  correct  key  and  opened  the  storeroom  and  got  out  a  box  of  ammuni- 
tion and  opened  it  in  front  of  the  company".  My  window  opens  on  the  back 
side  of  quarters,  and  as  I  got  up  I  saw  two  flashes  from  rifles.  It  seemed 
that  they  were  in  the  street  on  the  other  side  of  the  wall,  shooting  toward 
the  river.  I  saw  no  soldiers  in  rear  of  the  company  barracks.  When  the 
roll  had  been  called,  and  I  came  back  for  the  box  of  ammunition.  I  saw  a 
man,  who  I  taken  to  be  the  sentinel,  walking  on  the  board  walk  from  back  of 
C  Company's  quarters  toward  B  Company's  quarters. 

And  further  deponent  saith  not. 

Walker  McCurdy, 
Company  B,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  at  Fort  Keno,  Okla.,  this 
25th  day  of  September,  1906. 

Samuel  P.  Lyon, 
Captain,  Twenty-fifth  hifantry.  Summary  Court. 


Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  one 
Kay  Burdett,  a  corporal  of  Company  B,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  who, 
being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says,  as  follows : 

Wlien  the  firing  began  on  the  night  of  August  13,  1906,  I  was  on  guard.  I 
was  asleep  on  a  bunk  inside  the  guardhouse.  I  was  waked  up  by  "  call  to 
arn'-s  "  sounding.  I  went  out  and  fell  in  ranks.  .  The  commander  of  the  guard 
sent  me  with  two  men  over  toward  where  the  firing  was  taking  place.  The 
firing  seemed  to  be  over  the  wall,  just  in  rear  of  B  Company's  quarters.  The 
commander  of  the  guard  had  ordered  me  to  go  to  sentinel  No.  2.  who  had  fired 
and  called  the  guard.     When  I  got  over  there  I  met  the  commanding  officer,  and 
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he  ordered  me  to  remain  where  I  was — between  B  and  C  Company's  quarters. 
I  could  see  the  flashes  and  they  seemed  to  be  shooting  toward  B  Company's 
quarters.  About  three  men  were  tiring  there.  I  could  hear  some  more  firing, 
but  could  not  tell  where  it  was  at.  I  am  sure  it  wasn't  inside  the  wall.  It 
seemed  to  me  to  be  rifles  of  some  kind  that  was  being  fired.  I  think  they  was 
Winchestei-s.  It  was  so  dark  that  I  could  )iot  see  any  persons.  I  have  no 
idea  who  did  the'  firing.  After  firing  had  ceased  the  commanding  otficer  sent 
me  and  my  two  men  over  to  the  officers'  line  as  a  guard,  and  I  remained  over 
there  where  the  ladies  were. 
And  further  the  deponent  saith  not. 

Ray  Burdett, 
Company  B,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  at  Fort  lleno,  Okla.,  this  25th 
day  of  September,  1906. 

Samuel  P.  Ia'CN, 
Captain^  Tv^enty --fifth  Infantry.,  Summary  Court. 


Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  one 
Charley  Hairston,  a  private  of  Company  B,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry, 
who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says,  as  follows : 

On  the  night  of  August  13.  1906,  I  was  on  guard  at  P'ort  Brown,  Tex.  I  was 
on  post  No.  3.  which  extends  around  the  officers'  quarters.  I  was  in  front  of 
the  commanding  officer's  quarters  when  the  firing  began.  It  seemed  to  be  just 
behind  B  Company's  quarters.  I  could  see  no  flashes.  First  came  six  shots 
from  a  revolver  in  rapid  succession  and  then  a  bunch  of  louder  shots.  The 
commanding  officer  came  out  and  told  me  to  run  and  tell  them  to  sound  call 
to  arms.  I  was  going  across  to  the  company,  and  when  I  got  about  halfway 
across  the  parade  ground  "  call  to  arms  "  began  to  sound  at  the  guardhouse. 
I  have  no  idea  who  was  shooting.  I  went  over  to  the  company  and  then  came 
back  to  my  post. 

And  further  the  deponent  saith  not. 

Chaeley  Hairston, 
Company  B,  Tiventy-fifth  Infantry. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  at  Fort  Keno,  Okla.,  this  25th 
day  of  September,  1906. 

Samuel  P.  Lyon, 

Captain,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  Summary  Court. 


Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersig-ned  authority,  one 
George  W.  Mitchell,  a  private  of  Company  B,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry, 
who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says,  as  follows: 

I  was  in  my  company  quarters,  asleep  on  my  bunk,  on  night  of  August  13, 
1906.  Private"^  Johnson  woke  me  up  and  told  me  to  get  up,  as  they  were  shoot- 
ing outside.  I  got  up  and  put  on  my  clothes.  Sergeant  Jackson  was  just  un- 
locking the  gun  racks  when  I  got  my  clothes  on  and  I  got  my  rifle  and  went  down 
and  fell  in  ranks.  I  had  no  bullets.  I  thought  that  the  citizens  were  firing  on 
the  post  because  I  had  heard  that  day  that  some  soldier  had  attacked  some 
white  lady  down  town.  The  noise  of  the  shots  seemed  to  come  from  the  street 
between  B  and  D  Company  barracks.  I  saw  no  flashes  nor  men  moving  in 
rear  of  quarters. 

And  further  deponent  saith  not. 

George  W.   Mitchell. 
Company  B,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  at  Fort  Reno,  Okla.,  this  25th 
day  of  September,  1906. 

Samuel  P.  Lyon,   • 

Captain,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  Summary  Court. 
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Fort  Brown,  State  of  Texas^  ss: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  one 
Henry  T.  W.  Brown,  a  private  of  Company  D,  Twenty-fifth  Infan- 
try, who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says: 

About  12  o'clock  midnight  Mouday  night,  August  13,  1906,  I  was  in  my 
bunli  in  barraclvS  asleep.  I  was  awakened  by  the  sound  of  firing  and  ran 
out  on  to  the  back  porch  to  see  what  was  the  matter.  From  there  I  heard 
a  number  of  shots  flred  from  the  direction  of  the  town.  The  shots  sounded 
like  pistol  shots  to  me.  because  they  had  a  dead  sound.  I  could  see  flashes 
from  the  firearms  as  they  were  discharged,  and  the  flashes  indicated  that  the 
shots  were  being  fired  in  the  direction  of  the  post.  "  Call  to  arms "  was 
sounded,  and  I  got  my  gun  from  the  racks  and  fell  ipto  line.  I  know 
nothing  whatever  as  to  who  did  the  firing.  I  have  heard  nothing  about  it 
either  before  or  since  that  night. 

Further  deponent  saith  not. 

Heney  T.  W.  Brown, 
Private,  Company  D,  Tiventy-fifth  Infantry. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  at  Fort  Brown,  Tex.,  this 
19th  day  of  August,  1906. 

Samuel  P.  Lyon, 
Captain,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry, 

Trial  Officer,  Summary  Court. 


Fort  Brown,  State  of  Texas,  ss: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  one 
Edward  Jordan,  \  private  of  Company  D,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry, 
who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says: 

About  midnight  August  13,  1906,  I  was  asleep  in  my  bunk  in  barracks.  I 
was  awakened  by  the  sound  of  firing,  which  seemed  to  come  from  the  town 
in  rear  of  the  quarters.  My  first  impression  was  that  the  post  was  being 
fired  on.  I  drest  and  heard  call  to  arms  sounded.  Got  my  gun  and  fell  in 
with  the  company.  I  do  not  know  who  did  the  firing,  nor  what  caused  it,  nor 
anything  about  it. 

Further  deponent  saith  not. 

Edward  Jordan, 
Private,  Company  D,  Twentij-fiith  Infantry. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  at  Fort  Eeno,  Okla.,  this 
4th  day  of  September,  1906, 

Samuel  P.  Lyon, 
Captain,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry, 

Trial  Officer,  Summary  Court. 


[iDClosure  No.  2.] 

Fort  Reno,  Okla.,  September  30,  1906. 
The  Inspector-General, 

Southivestern  Division,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  list  of  men  of  the  companies 
and     battalion    noncommissioned    officers'    staff,     First    Battalion, 
Twenty-fifth  Infantrv,  who  were  present  or  absent  at  Fort  Brown, 
Tex.,  August  13,  1006. 

Ver}^  respectfully, 

C.  W.  Penrose, 
Major,  2'wenty-fifth  Infantry,  Commanding. 
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[Subinclosure  No.   1.] 

Fort  Reno,  Okla.,  September  30,  1906. 
Lieut.  Col.  L.  A.  Lovering, 

Acting  Inspector-General,  Sovthtvestern 

Division,  Oldahoma  City,  Okla. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  request,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish  the 
following  information : 

Battalion  staff'  enlisted  present  at  Fort  Brown,  Tex.,  August  13, 
1006,  Spottswood  W.  Taliaferro,  battalion  sergeant-major,  Twenty- 
fifth  Infantry. 

Very  respectfully, 

L.  B.  Chandler, 
First  Lieutenant  and  Battalion  Adjutant, 

Twenty -fifth  Infantry,  Adjutant. 

[Subinclosure  No.  2.] 

• 

Company  P>.  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Fort  Reno,  Okla.,  September  30,  1006. 
AD.TUTANT.  Fort  Reiio,  Olcla. 

Sir:  I  have  tlie  honor  to  submit  the  following  list  of  men  of  Company  B, 
Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  who  were  present  at  Fort  Brown,  or  in  tlift  vicinity,  on 
August  18,  190(5 : 


No. 

Name. 

Rank. 

No. 

Name. 

Rank. 

1 
2 

First  sergeant. 
Quartermaster- 
sergeant. 
Sergeant. 

Do. 

Do. 
Corporal. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Cook. 

Do. 
Musician. 

Do. 
Private. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 

Bovd  Oonvers 

Private. 

Walker  McCurdy 

Carolina  De  Saussure 

Do. 

James  R.  Reid 

Do. 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
2.5 
26 

Do. 

Do. 

Luther  T.  Thornton 

Isnac  Goolsby 

William  Harden 

Do. 
Do. 

Edward  L.  Daniels 

37 

Charlev  Hairston 

John  Holhrnum 

Do. 

1)0. 

Kav  Burdett                

88  1  S.ninirl  R.  I!.)pkins 

Discharged. 

Wade  H.  Watiington 

Anthony  Franklin 

39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
4.5 
46 
47 

4P 

SmIoiih^ii  .inlinson 

Frank  .Toiic^ 

Private. 
Do. 
Do. 

Alexander  Walker 

Do. 

William  J.  Kernan 

George  Lawson 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Samuel  McGhee 

Do. 

William  Anderson          .   .. 

George  W.  Mitchell 

Do. 

Do. 

Stnnj;horrv  Knherts 

Do. 

.50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 

Willimii  Smith    

Do. 

ThoiniisTasIor 

Do. 

William  Urnwn 

Williiini  Tlioiiias 

Do. 

William  J.  Carlton 

Filwiid  W'-irtield 

Do. 

Julius  Wilkius 

Do. 

George  Conn         

Alfiv.l  X.  Williams 

Brister  Williams 

Do. 

27 

28 

Do. 

Do. 

Absent 

on  August  13, 1906. 

No. 

Name. 

Rank. 

Where. 

Private 

Sergeant  ... 

Private 

do    

2 

William  Blaney                            

On  furlough. 

Do. 

Absent,  sick. 

5 

Artificer.... 

Detached  service  at  Fort  Sill,  Okla. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  A.  HiGGINS 

First  Lieutenant,  Ttcenty- fifth  Infantry,  Commanding  Comp<  ly  B. 
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[Subinclosure  No.  3.] 

List  of  names  of  men  wJio  were  present  in  Fort  Breton,  Tex.,  on  the  night  of 
August  13,  1906. 


Quarterinaster-Sergt.  George  W.  Mc- 
Murray. 

Sergt.  Samuel  W.  Harley. 

Sergt.  Newton  Carlisle. 

Sergt.  Darby  W.  O.  Brawner. 

Sergt.  George  Thomas ;  in  Browns- 
ville, on  pass. 

Corpl.  Charles  FI.  Madison. 

Corpl.  Solomon  P.  O'Neil. 

Coriil.  I'reston  Washington. 

Corpl.  Willie  H.  INIiller. 

Corpl.  John  H.  Hill. 

Coolv  George  Grier. 

Cook  Louis  J.  Baker. 

Musician  James  E.  Armstrong. 

Musician  Walter  Banks. 

Artificer  Charles  E.  Rudy. 

Private  Clifford  I.  Adair. 

Private  Henry  W.  Arvin. 

Private  Charles  W.  Askew. 

Private  Frank  W.  Bounder. 

Private  .Joseph  Carter;  since  dis- 
charged ;  not  in  service. 

Private  Perry  Cisco  ;  since  discharged 
and  reenlisted  in  Tenth  Cavalry. 

Private  Robert  L.  Collier. 

Private  Erasmus  T.  Dabbs. 

Private  Mark   Garmon. 

Private  George  W.  Gray. 

Private  Joseph  H.  Gray. 

Private  James  T.  Harden. 

Private  George  W.  Harris. 

Private  John  T.  Hawkins. 

Private  Alphonse  Holland. 


Private  Robert  James;  since  dis- 
charged. 

Private  Thomas  Jefferson. 

Private  Edward  Johnson ;  in  Browns- 
ville, on  pass. 

Private  George  Johnson. 

Private  John  Kirkpatrick. 

Private  Edward  Lee ;  in  Brownsville, 
on  pass. 

Private  John  W.  Lewis;  since  dis- 
charged and  reenlisted  for  Tenth 
Cavalry. 

Private  Frank  J.  Lipscomb. 

Private  West  Logan. 

Private  William  Mapp. 

Privhte  William  McGuire,  jr. 

Private  Andrew  Mitchell. 

Private  Thomas  L.  Mosley. 

Private  James  W.  Newton. 

Private  George  W.  Perkins. 

Private  James  Perry. 

Private  Oscar  W.  Reid. 

I'rivate  Joseph  Rogers. 

Private  James  A.   Simmons. 

Private  .Tames   Sinkler. 

Private  Calvin  Smith. 

Private  George  Smith. 

Private  John  Smith. 

Private  .John   Streator. 

Private  Robert  Turner. 

Private  Leartis  Webb. 

Private  August  Williams. 

Private  Louis  Williams. 

Private  James  Woodson. 


MemTyers  of  company  not  present  in  Broxonsville 
August  13,  1906. 


vicinity  on  the  night  of 


First  Sergt.  William  Turner :  at  Fort  Sill,  Okla. 
Corpl.  John  Young ;  at  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Private  James  Williams ;  at  Fort  Bayard,  N.  Mex. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

Edgar  H.  Macklin, 
Captain.  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  C. 

[Subinclosure  No.  4.] 

List  of  men  of  Company  D,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  present  at  Fort  Broicn,  Tex. 
and  vicinity,  August  13,  1906. 


First  Sergt.  Jacob  Frazier. 

Quartermaster-Sergt.  Thomas  J.  Green. 

Sergt.  Israel  Harris. 

Sergt.  Jerry  E.  Reeves. 

Sergt.  Walter  Adams. 

Corpl.  Temple  Thornton. 

Corpl.  Samuel  Wheeler. 

Corpl.  Charles  Hawkins ;  on  pass. 

Corpl.  David  Powell. 

Corpl.  Winter  Washington. 


Corpl.  Albert  Roland. 
Musician  Hoytt  Robinson. 
Musician  Joseph  Jones. 
Cook  Charles  Dade. 
Cook  James  Duncan  ;  since  discharged. 
Artificer  George  W.  Newton. 
Private    Ash,    Alexander ;    since    dis- 
charged. 
Private  Ballard,  James  H. 
Private  Barclay,  Henry. 
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Private  Battle,  Sam  M. 

Private  Birdsong,  William  H. ;  since 
disc-barged. 

Private  Browu,  Henry  T.  W. 

Private  Butler,  John. 

Private  Cotton,  Luther;  since  dis- 
charged. 

Private  Crooks,  Richard. 

Private  Davis,  Henry  H ;  since  dis- 
charged. 

Private  Darnell,  Strawder. 

Private  Gant,  Elias. 

Private  Garrard,  Chester ;  since  dis- 
charged. 

Private  Gill,  James  C. 

Private  Green,  John. 

Private  Haley,  Alonzo. 

Private  Hall,  George  W. 

Private  Harris,  Barney. 

Private  Henry,  John  ;  since  desei'ted. 

Private  Howard,  Joseph  H. 

Private  Jackson,  John  A. 

Private  Johnson,  Benjamin  F. 

Private  Johnson,  Walter ;  on  pass. 


Private  Jones,  Charles. 
Private  Jones,  John  R. 
Private  Jones,  William  E. 
Private  Jones,  William  R. 
Private  Jordan,  Edward. 
Private  ]\Iapp,  Wesley. 
Private  Matthews,  William  A. 
Private  Newton,  James. 
Private  Peters,  Elmer. 
Private  Reeves,  Len. 
Private  Robinson,  Edward. 
Private  Robinson,  Henry. 
Private  Regan,  Robert  L. 
Private  Scott,  Samuel  E. 
Private  Shanks,  Joseph. 
Private  Slow,  John. 
Private  Sparks,  Zachariah. 
Private  Stoudemire,  Taylor ;  since  dis- 
charged. 
Private  Van  Hook,  William. 
Private  Wickersham,  Edward. 
Private  Williams,  Robert.     , 
Private  Willis,  Dorsie. 


Sergt.  George  Derrett ;  absent  on  rifle  competition  at  Fort  Sill,  Okla. 

Samuel  P.  Lyon, 
Captain,  Ttventy-fifth  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  D. 

Note. — The. remark  "  On  pass  "  indicates  that  these  men  were  on  pass  on  the 
night  of  August  13,  in  or  near  Brownsville,  Tex. 

S.  P.  L. 


[Inclosure  No.  3.] 

Notes  hy  Major  Blocksom  on  affidavits  taken  before  Captain  Lyon 
{submitted  in  Colonel  Lovering'^s  report). 

AVhen  at  Fort  Brown  I  found  a  number  of  men  positive  that  shots 
were  fired  toward  the  post.  Their  statements  were  based  on  flashes 
from  rifles  and  sounds  of  bullets  only.  I  could  find  no  evidence  of 
bullets  striking  anywhere  in  the  post  and  none  has  yet  been  given. 
My  theory  (page  3  [6]  of  my  report),  sustained  by  the  general 
trend  of  evidence  given  by  soldiers  and  citizens,  is  that  first  shots 
(especially  those  toward  post)  were  fired  high  (for  effect  only  upon 
the  minds  of  men  in  the  garrison).  I  heard  nothing  of  the  expres- 
sion "  black  sons  of  bitches,"  etc.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  affidavits 
containing  them  were  made  by  C  Company  men  a  month  or  more 
after  the  occurrence.  As  far  as  known,  the  soldiers  of  that  coni- 
pany  were  the  only  ones  (with  one  exception)  who  had  trouble  in 
town  before  the  13th  of  August.  Nobody  in  B  Company  seems  to 
have  heard  the  expression,  tho  the  qviarters  were  much  nearer  the. 
firing  than  C  Company's. 

A.  P.  Blockso.m, 
Major .^  Inspector-General. 


BRIG.  GEN.  ERNEST  A.  GARLINGTON,  INSPECTOR-GENERAL, 
UNITED  STATES  ARMY. 


War  Department, 
Office  of  the  Inspector-General, 

Washington,  October  22,  1906. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  an  investi- 
gation made  at  Fort  Sam  Houston,  Tex.,  and  Fort  Reno,  Okla., 
pursuant  to  the  following  letter  of  instructions: 

Wae  Department. 
Washington,  Octoher  It,  1906. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  A.  Garlington, 

Inspector-General,  V.  S.  A. 

Sir  :  The  President  directs  that  you  proceed  to  the  places  named  in  the  accom- 
panying letter  and  endeavor  to  secure  inf<jrmation  that  \\\]\  lead  to  the  a]i])re- 
hension  and  punishment  of  the  men  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Infantry  believed  to 
have  participated  in  the  riotous  disturbance  which  occurred  in  Brownsville, 
'i^ex.,  on  the  night  of  tfie  13th  of  August,  1906,  resulting  in  the  death  of  one 
and  the  wounding  of  another  citizen  of  that  city. 

You  are  authorized  to  call  upon  the  commanding  general,  Southwestern 
Division,  and  the  conmianding  officers  of  Fort  Sam  Houston  and  Fort  Reno  in 
the  prosecution  of  this  investigation  for  such  assistance  as  it  may  be  within 
their  power  to  give.  .  . 

The  President  authorizes  you  to  make  known  to  those  concerned  the  orders 
given  by  him  in  this  case,  namely  :  "  If  the  guilty  parties  can  not  be  discovered, 
the  President  approves  the  recommendation  that  the  whole  three  companies 
implicated  in  tms  atrocious  outrage  should  be  dismissed  and  the  men  forever 
debarred  from  reenlisting  in  the  Army  or  Navy  of  the  United  States."' 

And  in  this  connection,  the  President  further  authorizes  you  to  make  known 
to  those  concerned  that  unless  such  enlisted  men  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Infantry 
as  may  have  knowledge  of  the  facts  relating  to  the  shooting,  killing,  and  riotous 
conduct  on  the  part  of  the  men  with  the  organizations  serving  at  Fort  Brown 
Tex  on  the  night  of  the  13th  of  August.  1906,  report  to  you  such  facts  and  all 
other  circumstances  within  their  knowledge  which  will  assist  in  ai)prehending 
the  "-uilty  parties,  orders  will  be  immediately  issued  from  the  War  Department 
discharging  everv  man  in  Companies  B,  C,  and  D  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Infantry, 
without  honor,  and  forever  debarring  them  from  reenlisting  in  the  Army  or 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  from  employment  in  any  civil  capacity 
under  the  Government.  _    ^        ^  ^   rr^ 

The  time  to  be  given  to  the  enlisted  men  of  Companies  B,  C,  and  D,  Twenty- 
fifth  Infantry  for  consideration  of  this  ultimatum  will  be  determined  .by 
you  If  at  tiie  end  of  the  time  designated  the  facts  and  circumstances  of  th« 
occurrence  in  question  have  not  been  established  sufficiently  clearly  to  indicate 
a  reasonable  certaintv  of  securing  a  conviction  of  the  guilty  parties  by  evi- 
dence obtained  from  enlisted  men  of  the  First  Battalion,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry, 
you  will  report  the  condition  by  wire  to  The  Military  Secretary. 
Very  respectfully, 

Robert  Shaw  Oliver, 
Acting  Secretary  of  War. 

I  proceeded  from  Washington  to  the  headquarters  of  the  South- 
western Division,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.,  to  consult  with  Maj.  A.  P. 
Blocksom,  inspector-general.  Avho  had,  under  orders  from  the  com- 
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manding  general  Southwestern  Division,  made  an  exhaustive  in- 
vestigation of  the  affair  at  Fort  Brown,  Tex.,  of  August  13,  1906, 
and  who  had  submitted  on  August  29,  1906,  a'full  report  of  the  cir- 
cumstances connected  therewith  (1157577).  As  a  result  of  this  con- 
sultation, nothing  new  was  developed  bej'ond  the  fact  that  on  October 
4,  1906,  Lieut.  Col.  Leonard  A.  Lovering,  inspector-general  South- 
western Division,  made  an  investigation  at  Fort  Reno,  Okla.,  into 
certain  collateral  circumstances  connected  with  the  trouble  at  Fort 
Brown,  by  direction  of  the  commanding  general  Southwestern  Divi- 
sion. Copy  of  this  report  is  appended.'*  No  material  facts  germane 
to  the  main  issue  were  developed  by  this  investigation. 

I  then  proceeded  to  the  headquarters.  Department  of  Texas,  Fort 
Sam  Houston,  Tex.,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  men  of  the 
Twenty-fifth  Infantry  confined  in  the  guardhouse  at  that  place,  for 
whom  warrants  had  been  issued  at  Brownsville  immediately  after 
the  affair  of  August  13.  .  On  the  eve  of  my  departure  from  Washing- 
ton I  had  received  papers  informing  me  that  the  grand  jury  in 
Brownsville,  Tex.,  had  failed  to  find  true  bills  against  these  prison- 
ers. I  examined  each  of  the  prisoners  very  carefully,  first,  in  the 
form  of  general  conversation,  referring  to  the  personal  history  of 
the  man,  including  the  place  of  birth,  home,  former  occupation,  and 
relations  in  civil  life.  I  found  several  of  them  had  lived  in  localities 
with  which  I  was  more  or  less  familiar,  one  having  lived  at  my  own 
home,  and  then  subjected  them  to  a  rigid  examination.  As  soon  as 
the  subject  of  the  trouble  at  Brownsville  was  introduced  the  counte- 
nance of  the  individual  being  interviewed  assumed  a  wooden,  stolid 
look,  and  each  man  positively  denied  any  knowledge  of  the  circum- 
stances connected  with  or  individuals  concerned  in  the  affair.  Under 
close  inquiry  it  was  admitted  by  each  man  that  he  knew  of  the  dis- 
crimination made  by  saloonkeepers  against  the  enlisted  men  of  the 
Twenty-fifth  Infantry;  that  he  knew  Newton  had  been  hit  by  a 
revolver  in  the  hands  of  a  citizen  of  Brownsville,  and  that  Reed  had 
been  pushed  into  the  mud  by  another  citizen.  Each  man  admitted 
that  these  occurrences  had  been  talked  of  and  discust  within  their 
hearing  ♦in  the  barracks  of  their  respective  companies,  but  I  could 
extract  no  admission  from  any  man  that  this  discrimination  and 
these  acts  of  violence  had  caused  any  feeling  of  animosity  on  the 
part  of  the  enlisted  men  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Infantry  against  citi- 
zens of  Brownsville.  AVhen  this  attitude  on  the  part  of  the  enlisted 
men  under  examination  was  developed,  it  became  apparent  that  I 
could  get  no  information  from  them  that  would  assist  me  in  locat- 
ing the  men  actually  guilty  of  the  firing  on  the  night  of  the  13th  of 
August,  1906.  I  spent  several  hours  in  this  interview  with  the  men, 
taking  each  separately  and  immediately  afterward  separating  him 
from  the  rest  of  the  prisoners,  so  that  there  might  be  no  communica- 
tion between  them  during  the  examination.  The  next  morning  I 
called  the  men  before  me  again,  four  at  a  time,  beginning  with  the 
men  of  the  longest  service.  I  again  talked  with  them,  endeavoring 
to  elicit  information,  and  upon  failure  to  succeed  I  notified  them 
of  the  orders  of  the  President  in  the  case  and  gave  them  until  5 
o'clock  that  afternoon  to  consider  the  matter.  At  the  time  set  I  re- 
ceived nothing  from  them. 

ffl  See  page  37. 
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The  men  confined  in  the  Fort  Sam  Houston  guardhouse  were 
the  noncommissioned  officers  holding  the  keys  of  the  arm  racks  of 
the  respective  companies,  the  sergeant  of  the  guard,  and  the  sentinel 
on  post  in  rear  of  company  barracks  on  the  night  of  the  13th  of  Au- 
gust, 1906;  an  enlisted  man,  part  owner  of  a  saloon  in  Brownsville; 
a  man  whose  cap  was  alleged  to  have  been  found  in  the  city  on  the 
night  of  the  13th  of  August  (not  substantiated)  ;  Private  Newton, 
who  had  been  assaulted ;  Private  Eeed,  who  had  also  been  assaulted, 
and  the  men  who  were  with  him  at  the  time. 

From  Fort  Sam  Houston  I  proceeded  to  Fort  Reno,  Okla.  I 
called  together  the  officers  present  at  the  station  who  were  on  duty 
with  the  Fort  BroAvn  battalion  on  the  night  of  August  13,  1900.  I 
discust  with  them  the  means  and  methods  employed  by  them  contem- 
poraneously with  the  occurrence  and  subsequently,  to  locate  the  guilty 
individuals.  I  found  that  absolutely  nothing  had  been  discovered; 
that  they  had  found  no  enlisted  men  who  would  admit  any  knowl- 
edge of  the  shooting  or  of  any  circumstances,  immediate  or  remote, 
connected  with  the  same. 

I  then  called  before  me,  individually,  a  nmnber  of  the  enlisted  men, 
noncommissioned  officers,  and  privates,  of  long  service  in  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Infantry,  ranging  from  twenty-six  years  to  five  or  six.  I  pro- 
ceeded with  them  practically  along  the  same  lines  as  with  the  pris- 
oners at  Fort  Sam  Houston,  and  found  the  same  mental  attitude 
on  their  part;  could  discover  absolutely  nothing  that  would  throw 
any  light  on  the  affair,  and  received  the  same  denial  that  any  feeling 
of  animosity  or  spirit  of  revenge  existed  among  the  enlisted  men  of 
the  Twenty-fifth  Infantry  against  the  citizens  of  Brownsville  on 
account  of  discrimination  against  them  in  the  way  of  equal  privileges 
in  saloons  or  on  account  of  the  two  acts  of  violence  against  their 
comrades.  Each  man  questioned  admitted  that  he  knew  of  these 
acts  of  violence;  each  had  heard  it  talked  of  in  his  barracks:  but 
each  denied  that  any  feeling  was  displayed  at  any  time  by  individ- 
uals of  the  respective  companies  or  by  the  enlisted  men  of  the  com- 
panies as  a  whole.  I  could  get  no  explanation  of  this  apparent 
inditference  to  the  indications  of  hostility  that  such  acts  on  the  part 
of  citizens  of  Brownsville  disclosed,  except  in  one  instance  where  a 
sergeant  of  the  company  to  which  Private  NeAvton  belonged,  said: 
the  fact  that  Newton  had  been  assaulted  made  no  special  impres- 
sion upon  him,  because  Newton  was  liable  to  get  into  a  row  almost 
any  time  and  had  been  battered  up  on  previous  occasions  at  Fort 
Niobrara. 

The  uniform  denial  on  the  part  of  the  enlisted  men  concerning  the 
"  barrack  talk  ''  in  regard  to  these  acts  of  hostility  upon  the  j^art  of 
certain  citizens  of  Brownsville  indicated  a  possible  general  under- 
standing among  the  enlisted  men  of  this  battalion  as  to  the  position 
they  would  take  in  the  premises,  but  I  could  find  no  evidence  of  such 
understanding.  The  secretive  nature  of  the  race,  where  crimes 
charged  to  members  of  their  color  are  made,  is  well  known.  Under 
such  circumstances  self-protection  or  self-interest  is  the  only  lever 
by  which  the  casket  of  their  minds  can  be  pried  open.  Acting 
upon  this  principle,  the  history  and  record  of  the  regiment  to  which 
they  belong,  the  part  played  by  these  old  soldiers  in  this  record,  were 
pointed  out  and  enlarged  upon.     The  odiutn  and  disgrace  to  the  bat- 
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talion  and  to  its  individual  members  by  this  crime  were  indicated. 
The  future  effect  upon  the  individuals  and  upon  the  battalion  as  a 
whole  was  referred  to;  and.  finally,  the  concern  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  in  the  matter,  his  desire  and  the  desire  of  the  War 
Department  to  separate  the  innocent  from  the  guilty  were  explained; 
all  without  effect. 

The  next  day  the  battalion  was  paraded  without  arms,  every  officer 
and  enlisted  man  being  present  excejot  two  men  sick  in  hospital.  The 
battalion  was  formed  in  convenient  arrangement.  I  then  addrest 
them,  stating  who  I  was.  nameW,  the  InsiDector-General  of  the  Army, 
sent  there  by  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  afford 
the  men  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Infantry  an  opportunity  to  give  such 
information  as  might  be  within  their  power  that  would  lead  to  the 
detection  of  the  feAv  men  guilty  of  the  crime  of  firing  during  the 
night  upon  citizens  of  a  sleeping  town,  and  talked  to  them  along  the 
same  lines  as  I  had  done  to  the  old  soldiers;  and,  in  conclusion,  read 
to  them  the  orders  of  the  President  and  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of 
War  in  the  premises.  I  informed  them  that  they  would  be  given 
untilQ  o'clock  the  next  day  to  considen  the  matter,  and  that  I  Avould 
be  accessible  during  that  limit  to  any  soldier  who  possest  informa- 
tion and  had  a  desire  to  make  it  known.  Only  one  man  presented 
himself,  and  that  was  not  to  give  information.  b\it  to  urge  his  own 
case  for  exemption  from  the  penalty  imposed  hj  the  President,  but 
still  disclaiming  am^  knowledge  of  the  affair  and  stating  his  inability 
to  make  anv  discovery  connected  therewith ;  this  was  First  Sergt. 
Mingo  Sanders,  Comxpany  B,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry — a  man  with 
twenty-six  years'  service. 

I  decided  upon  a  short  period  for  the  consideration  of  the  ultima- 
tum given  because  I  thought  it  more  probable  to  bring  results.  Two 
m.onths  had  elapsed  since  the  occurrence  on  the  very  day  I  made  the 
ultimatum  known,  and  it  appeared  to  me  that  further  time  for  reflec- 
tion was  unnecessary,  and  that  the  time  limit  set  by  me  would  be  more 
likely  to  convince  the  men  that  the  penalty  in  case  of  failure  was 
sure  to  follow ;  whereas  if  a  longer  period  had  been  given  it  might 
have  imprest  them  with  the  idea  that  it  was  made  more  in  the 
nature  of  a  threat  for  effect. 

The  following  men  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Infantry  were  not  in  the 
vicinitv  of  the  post  on  the  night  of  the  firing,  the  13th  of  August, 
1906:  Private  Euby  Wilson,  Company  B,  absent  sick;  Sergt.  Wil- 
liam Blaney,  Company  B.  on  furlough;  Private  Charles  AV.  Johnson, 
Company  B.  on  furlough;  Private  Lewis  C.  Owens,  Company  B, 
absent  sick;  Artificer  Thomas  H.  Jones.  Company  B,  detached  serv- 
ice at  Fort  Sill.  Okla.;  First  Sergt.  William  Turner,  Company  C, 
at  Fort  Sill,  Okla. ;  Corpl.  John  Young,  Company  C,  absent  at  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo. ;  Private  James  Williams,  Company  C,  absent  at  Fort 
Bayard,  N.  Mex. ;  Sergt.  George  Derrett,  Company  D,  detached 
service,  Fort  Sill,  Okla. 

The  following  changes  have  occurred  in  the  companies  of  the  bat- 
talion since  August  13,  190G:  Private  Samuel  R.  Hopkins^  Com- 
pany B,  discharged  by  expiration  of  service;  Private  Eobert  James, 
Cornpany  C,  discharged  by  expiration  of  service,  reenlisted  for  the 
Ninth  Cavalry;  Private  Joseph  Carter,  Company  C,  discharged  by 
expiration   of  service;  Private  John   W.   Lewis,   Company   C,   dis- 
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charged  b}-  expiration  of  service,  reenlisted  in  Tenth  Cavalry;  Pri- 
vate Perry  Cisco,  Company  C,  discharged  by  expiration  of  service, 
reenlisted  in  the  Tenth  Cavalry;  Private  James  A.  Simmons,  Com- 
pany C,  transferred  to  Company  A,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry;  Private 
August  Williams,  Company  C,  transferred  to  Company  A.  Twenty- 
fifth  Infantry;  Private  Taylor  Stoudemiro.  Company  D,  discharged 
by  expiration  of  service,  reenlisted  in  Ninth  Cavalry;  Cook  James 
Duncan,  Company  D,  discharged  by  expiration  of  service,  reen- 
listed in  Second  Battalion,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  Fort  Bliss,  Tex. ; 
Private  Alexander  Ash,  Company  D,  discharged  by  expiration  of 
service,  reenlisted  in  Ninth  Cavalry;  Sergt.  Jacob  Frazier,  Com- 
pany D,  discharged  by  expiration  of  service,  reenlisted  in  company — 
on  furlough;  Private  Chester  Garrard,  Company  D,  discharged  by 
expiration  of  service;  Private  Luther  Cotton,  Company  D,  dis- 
charged by  expiration  of  service ;  Private  Henry  H.  Davis,  Company 
D,  discharged  by  expiration  of  service;  Private  William  H.  Bird- 
song,  Company  D,  discharged  by  expiration  of  service ;  Private  John 
Henry,  Company  D,  deserted. 

CONCLUSION. 

I  recommend  that  orders  be  issued  as  soon  as  practicable,  discharg- 
ing, without  honor,  every  man  in  Companies  B,  C,  and  D  of  the 
Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  serving  at  Fort  Brown,  Tex.,  on  the  night  of 
August  13,  1906,  and  forever  debarring  them  from  reenlisting  in  the 
Army  or  Navy  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  from  employment  in 
any  civil  capacity  under  the  Government.  In  making  this  recom- 
mendation I  recognize  the  fact  that  a  number  of  men  who  have  no 
direct  knowledge  as  to  the  identity  of  the  men  of  the  Twenty-fifth 
Infantry  who  actually  fired  the  shots  on  the  night  of  the  13th  of 
August,  1906,  will  incur  this  extreme  penalty. 

It  has  been  established,  by  careful  investigation,  beyond  reasonable 
doubt  that  the  firing  into  the  houses  of  the  citizens  of  Brownsville, 
while  the  inhabitants  thereof  vrere  pursuing  their  peaceful  vocation 
or  sleeping,  and  by  which  one  citizen  was  killed  and  the  chief  of  police 
so  seriously  wounded  that  he  lost  an  arm,  was  done  by  enlisted  men  of 
the  Twenty-fifth  Infantry  belonging  to  the  battalion  stationed  at  Fort 
Brown.  After  due  opportunity  and  notice,  the  enlisted  men  of  the 
Twenty-fifth  Infantry  have  failed  to  tell  all  that  it  is  reasonable  to 
believe  they  know  concerning  the  shooting.  If  they  had  done  so,  if 
they  had  been  willing  to  relate  all  the  circumstances — instances  pre- 
liminary to  the  trouble — it  is  extremely  probable  that  a  clue  suffi- 
ciently definite  to  lead  to  results  would  have  been  disclosed.  They 
appear  to  stand  together  in  a  determination  to  resist  the  detection  of 
the  guilty;  therefore  they  should  stand  together  when  the  penalty 
falls.  A  forceful  lesson  should  be  given  to  the  Army  at  large,  and 
especially  to  the  noncommissioned  officers,  that  their  duty  does  not 
cease  upon  the  drill  ground,  witli  the  calling  of  the  company  rolls, 
making  check  inspections,  and  other  duty  of  formal  character,  but 
that  their  responsibilities  of  office  accompany  them  everywhere  and 
at  all  times;  that  it  is  their  duty  to  become  thoroly  acquainted  with 
the  individual  members  of  their  respective  units;  to  know  their  char- 
acteristics;  to  be  able  at  all  times  to  gage  their  temper,  in  order  to 
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discover  the  beginning  of  discontent  or  of  mutinous  intentions,  and 
to  anticipate  any  organized  act  of  disorder;  that  they  must  notify 
their  officers  at  once  of  any  such  conditions.  Moreover,  tlie  people 
of  the  United  States,  wherever  they  live,  must  feel  assured  that  the 
men  wearing  the  uniform  of  the  Army  are  their  protectors,  and  not 
midnight  assassins  or  riotous  disturbers  of  the  peace  of  the  community 
in  which  they  may  be  stationed. 

No  absolutely  accurate  verification  of  the  rifles  and  men  of  the 
battalion  was  made  on  the  night  of  the  13th  of  August  in  time  to  ac 
count  for  all  the  rifles  or  all  the  men  at  the  beginning  of  the  firing 
or  immediately  upon  its  conclusion.  This  failure  is  explained  as 
follows:  The  commanding  officer  and  his  associates,  when  the  alarm 
was  sounded  and  they  heard  the  firing,  assumed  that  it  came  from  the 
city  of  Brownsville ;  and  that  the  guns  were  in  the  hands  of  civilians ; 
in  other  words,  that  the  garrison  was  being  fired  into  from  the  out- 
side by  civilians.  It  does  not  appear  to  have  occurred  to  any  of  them 
that  certain  enlisted  men  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Infantry  had  posses- 
sion of  their  arms,  and  were  committing  the  crime  of  firing  into  the 
houses  and  upon  the  citizens  of  Brownsville,  until  the  Mayor  of  the 
city  came  into  the  garrison  and  informed  the  conmianding  officer, 
Major  Penrose,  that  one  man  had  been  killed  and  another  wounded 
by  his  soldiers. 

I  return  herewith  all  the  papers  in  the  case. 
Very  respectfully, 

E.  A.  Garlington, 

Inspector-General. 

The  Military  Secretary, 

War  Department. 
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Brownsville,  Tex.,  November 'B7 ^  1906. 

My  Dear  Sir:  In  view  of  the  expressions  of  deprecation  and  criti- 
cism coming-  from  certain  quarters  at  this  time  regarding-  the  Presi- 
dent's action  through  your  Department  in  ordering  the  discharge  for 
cause  and  ""without  honor''  of  the  three  companies  of  colored  troops 
recentl^y  stationed  at  Brownsville,  1  feel  constrained  to  write  you  this 
letter  from  this  place,  thinking  that  possibl}"  3'our  personal  knowledge 
of  the  antecedents  of  the  writer  might  give  it  some  added  weight  with 
yourself. 

As  a  citizen  and  resident  of  Illinois,  as  an  antislavery  advocate  when 
that  phrase  had  a  meaning,  and  as  a  life-long  Republican  who  served 
in  the  Union  army  throughout  the  civil  war,  1  shall  at  least  not  be  sus- 
pected of  prejudice  against  men  of  color  as  such.  I  feel  sure  that  only 
carefully-  disseminated  niisinformation  as  to  the  facts  can  account  for 
the  present  gross  misapprehension  on  the  part  of  some  persons  and 
journals  at  the  North, 

Business  interests  bring  me  frequently  to  Brownsville,  where  I  have 
found  a  particularly  placid  and  well-ordered  community.  Arriving 
here  immediately  after  the  midnight  attack  upon  this  city  by  a  part  of 
the  colored  garrison  of  Fort  Brown,  I  have  improved  my  abundant 
opportunity  for  gathering,  personally  and  privately,  on  the  spot  and 
at  first  hands,  and  for  carefuUv  sifting  all  material  facts  bearing  upon 
the  deplorable  event.  Without  rehearsing  details,  I  wish  to  assure 
you  that  an  absolutely  unprejudiced  investigation,  continued  after  all 
local  excitement  had  subsided,  contirms  in  every  particular  the  conclu- 
sions reached  b}'  the  two  army  officers  sent  here  by  your  Department, 
upon  which  the  President  has  acted,  as  well  as  the  clear  and  temperate 
statement  sent  out  immediately  after  the  tragedy  by  Chairman  William 
Kellv,  of  the  Brownsville  Citizens'  Committee.  Captain  Kelly  is  a 
veteran  officer  of  the  Union  Army,  president  of  the  P'irst  National 
Bank  here,  and  a  citizen  of  the  highest  character,  who  could  have  no 
motive  for  magnifying  the  gravity  of  the  occurrence.  His  associates 
on  this  committee  and  in  its  investigations  included  leading  State, 
Federal,  county,  and  municipal  officials,  all  of  whom  were  present  in 
Brownsville  on  the  night  of  the  outrage  and  throughout  the  subsequent 
events.  The  committee's  membership  also  embraced  the  most  promi- 
nent private  citizens  of  all  vocations,  including  many  of  Northern  birth 
and  antecedents.  The  committee's  report  is  doubtles.s  on  your  table 
or  in  3^our  files.  It  constitutes  the  authorized,  dignified,  and  sufficient 
utterance  of  this  community,  and  it  probal)ly  embodies  the  most  con- 
clusive and  danming  indictment  ever  found  against  soldiers  of  any 
race  wearing  the  uniform  and  wielding  the  weapons  of  a  civilized 
government. 
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Next  to  the  window  where  I  am  now  writing  is  a  cottage  home  where  a 
children's  party  had  just  broken  up  before  the  house  was  riddled  with  at 
least  twenty -tlii-ee  United  States  bullets,  tired  by  United  States  troops, 
from  United  Stiit(\s  Springrield  rities,  at  close  range,  necessarily  with  the 
purpose  of  killing  or  maiming  the  inmates,  including  the  i)arents  and 
children,  who  were  still  up  in  the  well-lighted  house  and  whose  escape 
from  death,  under  the  circumstances,  was  astonishing.  On  another 
street  I  daily  look  upon  the  fresh  bullet  scars  where  avollevfrom  sim- 
ilar Government  rities  was  tired  into  the  side  and  windows  of  the  Miller 
Hotel,  occupied  at  the  time  by  sleeping  or  frightened  guests  from 
abroad,  who  could  not  possibly  have  given  any  offense  to  the  assail- 
ants. Any  day  the  Brownsville  lieutenant  of  police,  Dominguez,  again 
on  duty  from  hospital,  may  be  seen  carrying  an  empty  sleeve  l)ecause 
he  got'in  the  way  of  Federal  soldiers  from  the  adjacent  garrison  when 
they  were  shooting  up  the  town.  And  not  far  away  is  the  fresh  grave 
of  an  unoffending  citizen. of  this  place,  a  boy  in  j'^ears,  who  was  wan- 
tonl}^  shot  down  while  unarmed  and  attempting  to  escape  the  astonish- 
ing rain  of  bullets. 

The  well-attested  evidence,  controverted  by  none,  is  that  the  colored 
troops  were  treated  here  in  Brownsville  with  the  same  consideration 
with  which  colored  soldiers  of  similar  ))earing  are  treated  in  garrison 
towns  of  northern  States;  that,  on  the  other^  hand,  the  street  conduct 
of  some  of  them  w^as  often  aggressively  and  causelessly  insolent  toward 
both  white  men  and  women;  that  one  attempted  assault  upon  a  white 
woman  was  made  by  a  negro  soldier  in  uniform;  that  there  was  no 
known  provocation  for  the  murderous  raid  by  the  negro  soldiers,  unless 
it  can  be  called  a  provocation  that  the  drinkers  among  them  were  pro- 
vided with  separate  bars  in  certain  saloons,,  and  that  on  two  occasions 
individual  insolence  was  resented  by  individual  citizens,  both  of  whom 
happen  to  have  been  Republican  Federal  officials;  that  there  was  no 
"riof  and  no  ''street  row.''  as  many  newspapers  persist  in  calling  the 
raid,  but  there  was  simply  a  cold-l)looded  conspiracy  of  the  •most 
cowardly  possible  sort  to  terrorize  the  entire  community  and  kill  or 
injure  men,  wouien,  and  children  in  their  homes  and  beds  or  on  the 
streets,  and  this  at  an  hour  of  the  night  when  concerted  or  effective 
resistance  or  defense  was  out  of  the  question,  and  when  detection  by 
identification  of  the  uniformed  criminals  outside  of  the  garrison  was 
well-nigh  impossible.  No  defense  being  practicable,  none  was  made. 
So  far  as  I  can  learn  not  a  shot  was  tired  by  citizens  at  the  attacking 
soldiers  or  at  the  fort.  The  soldiers  were  the  aggressors  from  start  to 
finish.  They  met  with  no  resistance  during  their  assault  and  had 
things  their  own  way. 

To  one  who  knows  the  facts  as  I  learn  them  here,  and  who  there- 
fore appreciates  the  enormity  of  the  prearranged  cooperative  crime, 
the  present  attempt  to  make  martyrs  of  any  portion  of  the  discharged 
men  would  be  appalling  if  it  were  not  grotesque.  If  the  persons  who 
actually  did  the  tiring  could  have  been  identitied  and  tried  they  would 
doubtless  have  suffered  what  they  deserve— the  penalty  of  a  sharnefLd 
death.  Every  soldier  who  possesses  incriminating  knowledge  of  the 
facts  has,  by  refusing  to  testify,  made  himself  legally  as  well  as  morally 
an  accessory  after  the  fact  to  the  crime  of  murder.  It  equally  follows, 
as  it  seems*^to  me,  that  every  member  of  the  battalion  who,  however 
innocent  personally  both  of  actual  participation  and  of  actual  guilty 
knowledge,  has  chosen  to  stand  as'  a  silent  or  outspoken  champion  of 
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his  suspected  comrades,  is  himself  morall}^  implicated,  and  unfit  to 
wear  the  uniform  of  an  American  soldier.  He  has  shosvn  himself  an 
unsafe  person  to  be  employed  as  a  defender  of  the  public  welfare  and 
of  the  nation's  honor.  Inasmuch  as,  so  far  as  known,  not  one  member 
of  the  disgi-aced  battalion  has  thus  far  seen  tit  to  act  the  part  of  an 
honorable  citizen  and  soldier  by  at  least  manit'ostino-  u  willingness  to 
aid  the  Government  to  hx  the  primary  responsibility  where  it  belongs, 
the  entire  membership  of  the  three  companies  rightfully  share  a  com- 
nion  ignominy.  Besides,  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case  leave  very 
little  doubt  in  my  mind  that  a  very  large  propoition  of  the  command 
are  in  possession  of  knowledge  which,  if  revealed,  would  lead  to  the 
prompt  detection  of  the  men  who  did  the  actual  tiring. 

VVithout  presuming  to  pass  judgment  upon  any  jjart  of  the  conduct 
of  the  white  conunissioned  officers  who  were  in  cJaarge  of  the  Browns- 
ville garrison,  which  conduct  is  doubtless  receiving  the  attention  of 
3'our  Department,  I  have  l)een  greatly  surprised  b}'  several  facts  relat- 
ing to  the  discipline  maintained  at  the  post.  For  example,  at  the  out- 
set it  seemed  amazing  to  me  that  neither  the  commanding  officer,  the 
officer  of  the  day,  nor  the  officer  of  the  guard  should  have  known  any- 
thing of  the  bloody  event.  My  amazement  was  increased  when  I 
learned  that  the  officer  of  the  day  had,  earlier  in  the  evening,  gone  to 
his  private  quarters  and  not  only  removed  his  sword,  but  had  undressed, 
gone  to  bed,  and  was  sound  asleep  throughout  the  entire  occurrence. 

I  l^elieve  no  course  other  than  the  moderate  and  lawful  one  which 
he  has  pursued  was  or  is  open  to  the  President  luiless  all  semblance 
of  decent  discipline  in  our  Army  is  to  be  ended,  and  unless  every 
American  community.  North  and  South  alike,  is  to  be  given  cause  to 
dread  the  proximity  of  a  negro  garrison  as  it  would  that  of  an  encamp- 
ment of  paid,  armed,  and  uniformed  assassins.  It  is  not  a  sectional 
matter.  1  find  here  little,  if  any,  animosity  toward  colored  troops  as 
such.  White  soldiers  guilty  of  like  conduct  would  be  dreaded  and 
detested  quite  as  nmch  as  black  ones,  and  in  Boston  as  well  as  in 
Brownsville. 

I  sympathize  with  the  colored  peoi)le  in  their  upward  struggle  in 
America  against  fearful  odds.  I  believe  the  most  damaging  service  that 
can  be  rendered  them  as  a  race  in  this  their  period  of  test  and  transi- 
tion is  that  of  championing  or  excusing  the  criminal  element  in  their 
ranks,  as  some  members  of  both  races  seem  to  be  doing  at  the  present 
time.  Incidentally,  this  sanguinary  Brownsville  episode  seems  to 
mark  a  sudden  and  inexplieal)le  reversion  to  unproxoked  primeval 
savagery  b}"  considerable  numbers  of  trained,  veteran  negro  soldiers, 
which  suggests  serious  thoughts  upon  the  whole  racial  problem. 

But  that  is  another  matter,  and  the  present  duty  for  every  citizen, 
North  and  South,  white-  and  black  alike,  as  it  appears  to  me,  is  to 
acquaint  himself  with  the  facts  in  this  particular  case,  as  officially 
ascertained,  and  then  voice  his  emphatic  approval  of  President  Roose- 
velt's necessary  and  admirable  course  in  the  premises.  I  can  imagine 
no  conduct  on  the  part  of  members  of  a  military  garrison  which  would 
surpass  in  atrocity  the  Brownsville  crime  of  August  l;>,  and  but  for 
the  fact  that  ironclad  conspiracy  of  silence  on  tlie  part  of  the  entire 
force  of  enlisted  men  has  thus  far  I'endered  detection  and  real  jiunish- 
ment  impossible  the  present  sweeping  dismissal  would  not  be  reipiired. 

It  goes  without  saying  that  such  discharge  fi'om  service  is  not  pun- 
ished.    As  punishment  it  would  be  farcical  in  its  leniency.     It  is  at 
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utmost  a  severance  of  relations  between  employer  and  employed— a 
determination  of  the  Government's  responsibility  for  the  conduct  of 
men  who  have  shown  that  they  can  not  be  trusted.  It  is  to  the  last 
degree  deplorable  that  adequate  penalty  can  not  be  inflicted  at  this 
time,  but  in  the  absence  of  such  penalty  the  good  name  of  every  col- 
ored soldier  remaining  in  the  Army,  and  of  the  colored  race  in  America, 
demands  that  they  unite  with  all  good  citizens  in  placing  these  crim- 
inals and  their  sympathizing  comrades  in  the  pillory  of  public 
execration. 

Very  truly,  yours,  A.  B.  Nettleton. 

Hon.  W.  H.  Taft, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washmgto7i,  D.  C. 


APPENDIX  3. 

War  Department. 
The  Military  Secretary's  Office. - 

[Meniorandum  for  the  Secretary  of  War.] 

In  the  volunteer  serv^ice,  during  the  civil  war,  there  occurred 
numerous  instances  of  the  summary  discharge  of  large  numbers  of 
men  because  of  misconduct  on  their  part.  •  Following  are  some  of 
those  instances: 

The  members  of  Company  A,  First  Eastern  Shore  Maryland  Infan- 
try Volunteers,  were  mustered  out  of  service  August  16,  1862,  by 
order  of  the  general  commanding  the  Eighth  Army  Corps,  because 
they  refused  to  serve  in  Virginia. 

The  members  of  Company  K,  First  Eastern  Shore  Maryland  In- 
fantrv  Volunteers,  were  dishonorably  discharged,  without  trial,  July 
2,  1868,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  general  commanding  the  Eighth 
Army  Corps,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Secretar}^  of  War,  for 
refusing  to  leave  the  section  of  the  State  in  which  it  was  claimed  that 
they  had  enlisted  to  serve.  The  action  was  approved  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  July  23,  1863. 

The  First  Regiment  United  States  Reserve  Corps  (Missouri  Infan- 
try) was  mustered  out  of  sei'vice  during  September  and  October,  1862, 
pursuant  to  orders  of  the  War  Department,  on  account  of  the  regi- 
ment being  in  a  state  bordering  closely  on  mutiny,  as  a  result  of 
alleged  misunderstanding  as  to  the  terms  of  enlistment. 

Companies  H,  I,  and  K,  Fifth  Missouri  Cavalry,  and  Company  G, 
Fourth  Missouri  Cavalry,  were  mustered  out  of  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  w^ithout  trial  by  court-martial,  in  Y)ursuance  of  orders 
from  headquarters,  district  of  Missouri,  dated  September  20,  1862, 
by  reason  of  mutinous  conduct  and  disafl'ection  of  the  majority  of  the 
members  of  those  companies. 

(Company  C,  Fremont  Body  (xuard,  was  summarily  discharged  by 
order  of  Major-Ceneral  Halleck  November  30, 1861,  on  account  of  the 
men]l)ers  refusing  to  be  (consolidated  with  an}"  other  organization  of 
Missouri  Volunteers. 

The  members  of  Company  G,  Tenth  New  rfersey  Infantry  Volun- 
teers, were  discharged  without  trial  April  8,  1862,  pursuant  to  orders 
from  the  War  Depiirtment,  because  they  refused  to  do  duty  as  infan- 
try, claiming  that  they  were  deceived  into  the  belief  that  they  were 
entering  the  cavalry  branch  when  they  enlisted. 

The  Eleventh  Regiment  New  York  Infantry  Volunteers  (First  Fire 
Zouaves)  was  mustered  out  of  service  June  2,  1862,  pursuant  to  orders 
from  the  War  Department,  by  reason  of  general  demoralization, 
u  1]7 
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numerous  desertions,  and  at  the  request  of  officers  and  enlisted  men 
of  the  oroanization. 

The  Sixtieth  Regiment  Ohio  Infantry  Volunteers  was  summarily 
disc'harg-ed  November  10,  1862,  pursuant  to  a  telegram  from  the  War 
Department,  liecausc  the  regiment  was  disorganized,  mutinous,  and 
worthless, 

F.    C.    AiNSWORTH, 

The  Military  Secretary. 
December  5,  1906. 


APPENEIX  4. 

The  ^liLiTAKv  SECRETAin's  Office, 

War  Department, 
W<(i<hhujton,  D.  C'.,  Decemher  1,  1906. 
My  Dear  Mr.   Loeb:  Herewith  I  send   you  a  clipping  from  the 
Washinoton    Post   of    November    28,    1906,    containing   the    article 
referred  to  in  your  note  of  this  morning. 

The  ''Captain"  Hesse  referred  to  in  that  article  was  Corpl.  John 
C.  Hesse  of  Company  (t.  Eighth  Infantry,  and  he  was  clerk  at  regi- 
mental headquarters  ^it  the  time  of  the  occurrence.  Subsequently, 
Avhen  the  regiment  was  surrendered  to  the  Confederates  by  General 
Twiggs,  Corporal  Hesse  saved  the  regimental  Hags  by  wrapping  them 
around  his  body,  under  his  clothing,  and  In'ought  them  north  in  safety, 
receiving  afterwards  a  medal  of  honor  for  his  action. 

Mr.  Hesse  has  been  a  clerk  in'the  War  Department  since  1861,  and 
is  now  a  chief  of  division  in  The  Military  Secretary's  Othce. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

F.    C.    AiNSWOKTH, 

The  Military  Secretary. 
Hon.  William  Loeb,  Jr., 

Secretary  to  the  JW'S'dent,  Washtngton^  I).   C. 

[Inclo.suro.] 
[From  th(j  Washington  Post,  Wednesday,  November  28,  1906.] 

Lee  Punished  Troops — Entire  Company  Disbanded  Because  of 
Lynching— Like  the  Brownsville  Case — Capt.  J.  C.  Hesse 
Tells  of  Affair  Down  in  Texas  Just  Before  the  Civil  War 
WHICH  IS  a  Partial  Precedent  for  President  Roosevelt's 
NOW  Famous  Order— Some  Features  Identical. 

A  case  somewhat  similar  to  the  recent  dismissal,  by  Presidentia 
order,  of  the  three  conipanies  of  colored  troops  because  of  the  trouble 
at  Brownsville,  Tex.,  is  that  of  the  discharge  of  Company  Cj,  of  the 
Eighth  Regiment,  at  Fort  Davis,  Tex.,  in  the  summer  of  1860. 

In  the  Brownsville  incident,  as  a  result  of  the  alleged  rioting  of  the 
soldiers,  one  man.  a  bartender,  was  killed.  The  victim  in  the  Fort 
Davis  atiair  also  was  a  bartender,  he  having  been  lynched  by  unknown 
parties,  .supposed  to  be  soldiers,  after  he  had  killed  a  meml)er  of  the 
company^ by  striking  him  with  his  tist.  The  soldiers  at  Brownsville 
were  ordered  dismissed  without  honoi-  by  the  president,  while  the  sol- 
diers at  Fort  Davis  were  transferred  to  otiier  companies  and  not  dis- 
missed until  they  had  served  out  their  terms  '^f  enlistment. 

T^he  latter  incident  occurred  dnring  the  administration  of  Presid(Mit 
Buchanan,  but  there  is  no  record  that  the  action  in  tl'.e  case  was  taken 
by  virtue  of  anv  ordiM-  given  V)y  him.  The  responsibility  for  the  order 
was  assumed  l)y  Roljert  E.  Lee,  later  the  famous  Confederate  general, 
who  was  at  that  time  in  conuuand  of  United  States  troops  in  Texas. 

NO    RECORD   OF    DISMIS.SAL. 

Possibly  on  account  of  the  civil  war  breaking  out  soon  after  the 
incident,  or  it  might  have  been  because  of  the  destruction  of  the 
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records  in  the  case  before  they  reached  the  War  Department,  it  is 
thought  no  official  record  of  the  dismissal  of  the  company  is  in  exist- 
ence. At  least  so  stiys  Capt.  J.  C.  Hesse,  who  is  probably  the  only 
surviving-  member  of  the  company,  now  employed  in  the  office  of  The 
Military  Secretary  of  the  Anuy. 

Captain  Hesse,  in  speaking  of  the  occurrence  yesterday,  said  he  had 
often  regretted  he  had  kept  no  diary  during  his  army  service,  refer- 
ring especially  to  the  affair  at  Fort  Davis,  which,  he  said,  he  regai-ded 
as  one  of  the  most  interesting  of  his  career.  Although  he  was  trans- 
ferred with  the  other  65  members  of  the  company,  and  it  was  ordered 
that  at  the  end  of  his  enlistment  he  should  not  be  allowed  to  reenlist, 
Captain  Hesse,  through  a  personal  appeal  to  Colonel  Lee.  and  on  account 
of  his  previous  record  for  integrity,  was  absolved  from  any  blame  in 
the  matter  and  was  given  a  clear  record.  He  had  been  transferied  to 
Company  A  of  the  Eighth  Regiment,  and  at  the  end  of  his  term  he 
enlisted  again  and  served  with  honor  in  the  civil  war.  Before  the  end 
of  the  war  he  was  transferred  to  Washington  to  take  up  work  in  the 
g-eneral  service. 

FLED    FOR    HIS   LIFE. 

"It  happened  on  the  night  of  St.  Patrick's  Day  in  I860,''  said  Cap- 
tain Hesse.  "After  tattoo  some  of  the  soldiers  went  into  a  saloon, 
where,  in  the  midst  of  a  quarrel,  the  barkeeper  struck  one  of  the  men 
on  the  neck,  causing  his  death.  The  occurrence  caused  great  excite- 
ment among  the  men,  and  the  barkeeper  tied  for  his  life.  Soon  after 
he  turned  up  at  post  headquarters  and  appealed  that  he  be  saved  from 
the  hands  of  the  mob,  which  he  said  was  pursuing  hiuL  He  was 
ordered  placed  in  the  guardhouse,  and  the  guard  was  increased. 

"The  next  night  the  corporal  of  the  guard  took  four  of  the  men  for 
the  purpose  of  making  the  'grand  rounds.'  During  the  al)sence  of 
the  corporal  and  the  men  the  guardhouse  was  forced  open  and  the 
barkeeper  taken  away.  The  corporal,  returning  a  half  hour  later, 
instituted  a  search  with  the  result  that  the  bai'keeper  was  found  hang- 
ing to  a  tree,  dead,  his  body  yet  warm. 

"The  alarm  was  given  inmiediately  to  the  officer  of  the  day,  who 
ordered  that  an  investigation  be  made  of  the  quartoi-s  of  the  soldiers 
and  of  every  other  person  at  the  fort.  As  a  result  it  was  found  that 
every  man  was  in  his  bunk,  where  all  apparently  had  been  asleep  for 
several  hours.  The  myster}^  has  never  been  cleared  up,  so  far  as  I 
know,  to  this  da3^ 

"  However,"  continued  Captain  Hesse."' seven  enlisted  men  were 
arrested  on  suspicion  of  being  implicated  in  the  hunching,  and  were 
taken  to  El  Paso,  150  miles  distant,  in  which  tow^n  was  located  the 
nearest  civil  court  at  that  time.     There  they  were  tried  and  acquitted. 

LEE   ORDERED    DISBANDMENT. 

"Col.  Washington  Seaw^ell,  who  was  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
fort,  reported  the  affair  to  Colonel  Lee,  who  was  in  command  of  the 
Department  of  Texas,  with  the  result  that  an  investigation  Avas  made  in 
themamierprescribedby  the  Army  Regulations.  The  inquiry, although 
rigid,  failed  to  fasten  the  bhmie  on  any  person,  and  at  its  conclusion 
Colonel  Lee  ordered  the  company  to  be  disbanded  and  the  members 
transferred  to  other  companies  to  be  discharged  at  the  end  of  thfir 
enlistments  without  honor — that  is,  without  the  right  to  reenlist  in 
the  Army." 


APPENDIX  5. 

Nev,-  Orleans,  La.,  Deeemher  Jf.^  1906. 

Sir:  About  six  yefirs  a^o,  Harry  McDonald,  a  while  United  States  sol- 
dier, of  Fort  St.  Philip,  La.,  while  intoxicated,  followed  James  Butler, 
a  white  citizen,  at  night  to  his  home  above  Fort  St.  Philip  and  tried 
to  force  Butler  to  take  him  into  his  house,  the  latter  refusing-,  McDon- 
ald shot  and  killed  him.  After  McDonald's  return  to  the  fort,  news 
of  the  homicide  having-  spread,  the  latter  was  suspected,  arrested,  and 
searched;  his  revolver  was  carefully  examined,  its  recent  discharge 
discovered,  and  ever}^  soldier,  from  the  commanding-  officer  to  the 
humblest  private,  united  then  and  there  and  at  the  trial  in  ferreting- 
out  all  the  evidence  in  their  power  about  this  crime.  The  accused 
was  convicted  of  murder,  and  is  now  in. the  Louisiana  penitentiar}*  for 
life. 

Again,  about  four  years  ago.  at  the  same  fort,  Harry  Morgan,  a 
private  in  one  of  the  United  States  Artillery  companies,  was  charged 
with  killing  John  H.  McCloskey  i  '  a  drunken  brawd  at  night  in  one 
of  the  groggeries  which  cause  so  many  similar  crimes  in  this  country. 
Though  his  fellow  soldiers,  believing  Morgan  was  not  guilty  of  this 
crime,  raised  a  fund  for  his  defense,  every  soldier  and  employee  at 
that  fort  volunteered  all  they  knew%  both  before  and  at  the  trial  on 
the  witness  stand,  about  this  case.  Morgan  was  acquitted  by  a  jury 
of  white  citizens  in  Plaquemines  Parjsh. 

Once  since  then,  in  my  official  capacity,  1  tried  and  convicted  United 
States  soldiers'  of  a  lesser  offense — assault  and  battery— committed 
above  Fort  Jackson,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi  River,  and 
again  the  white  comrades  in  arms  of  the  accused  told  the  whole  story 
o^'  the  trouble.  Each  of  these  cases  occurred  oi^t  of  hearing  of  the 
forts,  and  hut  for  the  evidence  of  their  brother  soldiers,  either  then 
with  the  accused  or  who  subsequently  identilied  them  with  the  crimes, 
there  would  have  been  a  failure  of  justice. 

In  my  own  district  twenty-two  years  ago,  after  a  dispute  over  race 
])recedence  at  a  licjuor  l)ar  at  Dedrick  Wischusen's  store,  in  the  parish 
of  Pla{|uemines,  Charles  Canipbell,  a  colored  man,  drew  a  pistol  there 
and  shot  Theodore  Tripkovich,  a  splendid  type  of  an  Austrian,  dead. 
A  jury,  drawn  by  Repitblican  conmiissioners,  largely  composed  of 
colored  nien,  to  their  eternal  credit,  sent  Campbell  to  the  scafi'old  for 
this  crime,  and  he  Avas  hung. 

The  true  friends  of  the  colored  people  will  teach  them,  as  you  are 
doing,  that  crimes  can  not  be  condoned  or  concealed  by  them  without 
its  reacting  terribly  on  the  race. 
Respectfully, 

James  Wilkinson, 
District  Attorney,  Twenty-ninth  Judicial  Dixfrict. 

Hon.  Theodore  Roosevelt, 


President  of  the  United  State- 
These  cases  are  all  of  record. 


J.  W 


APPENDIX  6. 

[Official  copy.] 

Special  Field     )  Headquarters  Thirteenth  Army  Corps, 
>  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

Order  No.  6.      )  Za  (jninge^  Tern,.,  JVoreivhcr  16\  186$i. 

Lentil  further  orders  no  passes  will  be  granted  to  any  civilian  to  pass 
south  of  Wolf  River,  nor  will  any  civilian  be  permitted  to  come  within 
our  lines  from  south  of  said  river. 

All  passes  heretofore  g-ranted  inconsistent  with  this  order  are  herein^ 
revoked. 

II.  The  facts  havino-  been  officially  reported  to  the  major-g-eneral 
commanding-  that  a  portion  of  the  Twentieth  Regiment  Illinois  Infan- 
try Volunteers  did  on  the  night  of  theTth  of  November  instant  at  Jack- 
son, Tenn.,  break  into  the  store  of  (t.  W.  Graham  &  Co.  and  take 
therefrom  goods  to  the  amount  of  $841. 40,  the  property  of  said  Gra- 
ham'&Co.,  and  did  cut  the  tent  of  R.  B.  Kent  and  N.  A.  Bass  and  take 
therefrom  goods  to  the  value  of  $345,  the  property  of  said  Kent  and 
Bass,  and  burn  and  destroy  the  tent  and  poles  also  the  property  of  said 
Kent  and  Bass  of  the  value  of  $5(5.25,  all  of  which  damages  amount  to 
the  sum  of  $1,24:2.GH,  and  it  fui-ther  appearing  from  said  report  that 
Capt.  i\  L.  Page,  Company  D;  Capt.  1.  M.  North,  Company  P];  Capt. 
G.  W.  Kennard,  Company  I;  Lieuts.  Harry  King,  Company  B,  Wil- 
liam Seers,  Company  C,  John  Edmonston,  Company  E,  David  Wads- 
wprth.  Company  I,  I.  Bailey,  Company  F,  Victor  H.  Stevens,  Company 
H,  R.  M.  Evans,  Company  I,  Charles  Taylor,  Company  I,  of  said 
regiment,  were  al)sent  from  their  commands  at  the  time  of  the  per- 
petration of  these  outrages,  in  violation  of  orders,  and  without  proper 
cause,  when  they  should  have  been  present,  and  also  that  Capt.  Orton 
Frisbic  of  Company  H,  acting  in  capacity  of  major,  and  Capt.  Jolm 
Tunison  of  Company  G,  the  senior  captain,  innucdiately  after  the 
commission  of  these  depredations  did  not  exercise  their  authority  to 
ferret  out  the  men  guilty  of  the  offenses,  but  that  on  the  contrary 
Captain  Tunison  interposed  to  prevent  setirch  and  discovery  of  the 
parties  really  guilty,  and  that  Captain  Frisbie,  after  the  commission  of 
the  said  depredations,' being  in  command  of  the  regiment,  remained 
behind  twenty-four  hours  after  the  regiment  marched,  and  the  names 
of  the  individual  parties  guilty  not  having  been  disclosed,  it  is  there- 
fore ordered: 

I.  That  the  said  sum  of  $1,242. (Ml  be  assessed  against  said  regiment 
and  the  officers  hereinbefore  named,  excepting  such  enlisted  men  as 
were  at  the  time  sick  in  hospital  or  al)sent  with  proper  authority;  that 
the  same  be  charged  against  them  on  the  proper  muster  and  pa.v  rolls 
and  the  amount  each  is  to  pay  noted  opposite  his  name  thereon,  the 
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officers  to  be  assessed  pro  rata  with  the  men  on  the  amount  of  their 
pay  proper  and  that  the  same  so  collected  will  be  paid  by  the  com- 
mandino  officer  of  the  regiment  to  the  parties  entitled  to  the  same. 

II.  That  Capt.  Orton  Frisbie  and  Capt.  John  Tunison,  of  the  Twen- 
tieth Reoiment  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  for  willful  neglect  of  duty 
and  violation  of  orders,  are  hereby  nuistered  out  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  to  take  etiect  this  day. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  (jrant. 

[SEAL.]  Jno.  A   Rawlins, 

Assistant  Adj  utant-  (jreneraL. 


APPENDIX  7. 

[The  Chiirlotte  Observer,  November  29, 1906.] 
PRECEDENT   FOR   PRESIDENT'S   ACTION. 

The  Observer  takes  great  pleasure  in  presenting-  below  conclusive 
evidence  that  President  Roosevelt's  order  disbanding  three  colored 
companies  for  an  offence  by  some  of  their  number  is  not.  as  has  been 
claimed,  vvithout  precedent  in' the  military  bistor}' of  this  country. 
It  will  be  universally  admitted  that  no  higher  authoritv  than  General 
Lee's  on  what  is  right  and  just  In  milltar}^  discipline  could  posslbh^  be 
offered.  As  for  the  authenticity  of  the  evidence,  all  North  Carolina 
will  vouch  In  the  most  absolute  manner  for  the  truth  of  any  statement 
sponsored  by  Colonel  Burgw}' n.  And  as  Colonel  Burgw^'^n  says,  the 
name  of  the  command  can  be  given  If  desired.  His  conmuinlcatlon 
and  the  appended  military  order  follow: 

"I  see  It  stated  that  President  Roosevelt's  order  disbanding  a  bat- 
ballon  of  colored  troops  Is  without  precedent  In  the  military  history  of 
his  country.  There  are  those  now  living  who  read  the  following 
order  on  dress  parade  and  witnessed  Its  execution.  I  omit  the  name 
of  the  command,  but  It  can  be  given  If  desired: 

"Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

Odoler  — ,  ISGlf.. 
"General  Order,  No.  — . 

"The Battalion,  for  cowardl}^  conduct  on  every  battlefield 

from  Gettysburg  to  the  present  time,  Is  unworth}^  of  a  place  as  an 
organization  In  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia.  It  will  be  marched 
to  division  headquarters  Wednesday  afternoon,  at  4  o'clock,  and  sur- 
render Its  colors  and  be  marched  to  the  rear  In  disgrace.  The  general 
commanding  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  regrets  that  there  are 
some  brave  officers  and  men  belonging  to  this  organization  who  must 
share  In  this  common  disgrace,  but  the  good  of  the  service  requires 
It,  and  they  must  bear  It  as  brave  soldiers. 

"By  command  of  "Gen.  M.  E.  Lee. 

" ,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

"Yours  truly, 

Wm.  H.  S.  Burgwyn. 

"  Weldon,  N.  C,  November  26." 

It  Is  here  explicitly  stated  that  "there  are  some  brave  officers  and 
men  belonging  to  this  organization  who  must  share  In  this  common 
disgrace,  but  the  good  of  the  service  requires  It,  and  they  must  bear 
it  as  brave  soldiers."'  In  this  case,  as  in  the  Brownsville  affair,  the 
offense  was  ver}^  grave,  and  the  "good  of  the  service"  required  that 
the  Innocent  suffer  disgrace  with  the  guilty,  since  separation  was 
impossible.  That  one  offense  occurred  In  time  of  war  and  the  other 
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in  time  of  peace  makes  not  the  least  ditierenee  in  principle.  The 
Linsoldierly  conduct  punished  b}-  General  Lee  could  not  have  occurred 
at  all  in  tinie  of  peace,  and  the  riot  at  Brownsville  could  not  have  given 
a  tenth  of  the  scandal  had  it  occurred  in  time  of  war— to  each  its  own 
guilt,  hut  each  equally  meriting  punishment. 

The  Observer  has  always  earnestlv  and  at  times  vehemently  insisted 
upon  ec^ual  and  exact  rights  before  the  law  for  the  colored  man.  Any 
injustice  to  him  by  the  dominant  race  is  hateful  to  it.  But  no  more 
than  the  white  man  is  he  entitled  to  inununity  from  punishment  on 
account  of  race.  We  hold  that  the  three  companies  were  justly  dis- 
charged from  the  Armv,  and  if  they  had  been  white  troops  it  would 
have  made  not  the  slightest  difference  in  our  sight.  Indeed,  if  they 
had  been  white,  no  one  would  ever  have  chirped  at  their  discharge. 

We  commend  Colonel  Burgwyn's  communication  to  the  especial  con- 
sideration of  our  highly  esteemed  contemporaries,  the  New  York  8un 
and  the  iSew  York  Evenino-  Post. 


